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Man _branded

a

c1v1l rulmg

AMANwhohasneverbeen
charged or appeared in a-
criminal coutt was branded a

rderer yesterda
Eua ruhnlg ?:I'E?gr:ade lega.ly

BY Msm HoORSNELL

stepsmhadmgma]lystood
mslandbeen
‘The CPS. -mwmldu-

pressure o bring charges

;fam.n -Diedrick, an unem-
Murder detectives

history. _
Mr Justice Alliots szid that ~ uate.

the family of Joan Francisco, 2

ist who was stran-

Eynaecologist
gled in her flat on Baxing Day;

1994, had proved during a.- i
three-week High Comrt hear- -

ing that she was nrurdered by
Tany Diedrick, an cbsessive
former who was
questioned about the killing
butrdeasadmmtchuge.

S .
w]dbyﬂ:e]udgeﬂmmeyhad

saldﬂ'xa:rhewassauﬁedmar.
Diedrick had “struck and then

strangled™ the Americap-born

doctor -“by hand ‘and: by. ___

ligature™,

D:edncku}asno:mammm _ tha

hear the nor was he
atlushmejud%nmmLMaﬂaVah!ast
night. His solicitors said that

he would appeal, butma.dem."

other comment. -

tumed fo the - ¢ivil - coumts -
before when they havé been

disappointed by the outcome
of criminal proceedings, but

this was the first time thata -
man had been tried and found -
guihymsuehafashlmmth-__

i 0, i L
Lynn ons
her family's civil action ended

with & EI0,000- damages’
award. Brookess teena.ge__

?
5.
g
it
4

=munq1m.m:£the Eld 1
-mnetomal,merewmklbea._

stiffer test of

at her flat in St John's Wood,
Wstlnndmwhmhlsubses--
“terminat .-

¢ircumstantial - evidence
against ' Diedrick, who de--
dmed to give eudm in his _

Ofﬂ'latdeusmn.the]udge

{or atl ., i
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TONY BLAIR yesterday deliv-
ered a speech to the French
parliamemt in which he
pressed the three buttons most
likely to endear him to French
hearts: he praised actress Juli-
etie Binoche; he feased his
French political counterparts
and, most remarkably, he
spoke in a French that did not
ere peyond recsgniim,
recognition.
In the first ever speech by 2
British Prime Minister to the
French Natonal Assembly,
MTr Blair spoke for 40 minutes
with barely a stumble. o the
unconcealed astonishment of
hnshs:e?hersm;hnhavemmem
expect their language 10 be
merrily butchered by British
visil

tors.

The Prime Minister's fluen-
cy sent sorme MPs fnto linguis-
tic overdrive. “Marvellous,
brilliant, astonishing, excep-
tional, elegant” said Jack
Lang. a former socialist cul-
Rire minister, when asked o
comment on Mr Blair's com-
mand ol the language.

Less  starstruck  critics
pointed out, however. that as
the speech progressed and
fatigue mlset in, the
meaning of Mr Blair’s wnrds
became obscured
by an English accent.

Surmmoning up his youthful
memories as a bartender in
Paris, the Prime Minister
served up a carefully blended
cocktafl of agreeable verb
endings, correct genders and
reverberating Rs, complete
with a dollop of emphatic
gallic hand gestures.

those bartending days. he had
been told to put his tips in the
till untll he discovered he was
the only barman to do so.
“That was my frst lesson in

Continued on page 2, col 1

Peter Riddell, page 10
Leading artide, page 19

Child gunmen
shoot13in
Arkansas

AT least one perscn
and 12 others inj last
night when aged gun-
men opened fire an students
as they.assembled outside an
Arkansas school during a fire

a]annﬂ'mnklmdtswms)
Wayne.lmdan:aflgfhmhn-
sas smtemh@ at two
wege in custody. He

thatone personwas | i

killed in the attack at Jones-
bero but wounld not say wheth-
er it was a child or teacher.
The suspects were aged be-

tween 11 and 15 and most of the |-

injured were pupils.
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Hunt for black teenager S

killers ‘clouded by raclsm

RACISM -"both conscious and -
beonscious”™

‘ful private

BY ADRIAN LEE

e rosecution,
brought 'S ts.
The first pa:tdmeg

expecmd to last eight waeks.

"aims 1o establish what went

wrong during the mvestiga-
tion, and why. A second will
mderiesmnsmbeleamt.

progress
Mr Mansfield said yester-
day that Neville and Doreen
Lawrence were still dissatis-
fied. “It was another serious’
migjudgment pot to let Kent
ﬁmshthepb he said.
Stephen, like his parents,
was of good character, but the
initially treated his

'd'mhasagmghumgand

focused on

his family, Mr
‘Mansfield sa:d

- comings in the investi

With hindsight, o ers
should have done berer. He
allegations of racism
and added that there had
never been any cover-up and
there was 10 CoTTUption.
Sir William Macpherson of
Cluny, the nquiry chairman,

Gascoigne moves
to Middlesbrough

By JOHN GOODEODY

PAUL GASCOIGNE. the
mercurial England inmterna-

tional, yesterday joined Mid-
dlesbrough from Rangers for

| £2 million and could make his

debut for his new club in the
Coca-Cola Cup final at Wem-
bley on Sunday.

Gascoigne, 30, gave up the
chanee of helping Rangers 1o
win their ienth successive
Scottish champion-

Leapue
ship this season but Middles-
brough are well placed to win
promotion back 10 the FA

Premiership.
England Tidielder,

Carhng

told the " reopened . has .that no one was 199) FA Cup F'ma_l for Touen-
1l s — stabbed I an: mductedan into the on trial, A minute’s silence | ham Hotspur against Notting-
A ﬂmmmma'm Pohcemvsnga-- was held for Stephen before | JSF - <2 : ham Forest. .
1993—msbladt. . tion and concluded that there . the inquiry, which continues | ¥#< ; e
-Mmmmdeofﬂmfan- was a canlogue of missed today.go!mderwny | Gascoigne: mercurial North East retarn, page 44

" club." Bur he's looking forward

who became a pational figure
when he burst into tears after
being booked in the 1990
World Cup semi-final against
West Germany. was signed by
Bryan Robson, the captain of
that England team and now
the M:ddlsbraugh manager.
“Gazza will be part of my
fhmkmg for Wembley.” Rob-
son said last night, “but I will
have 1o see what sort of shape
he is in first.”

Mel Stein, Gascoigne's ad-
viser, sald that leaving Rang-
ers Wwas “an enormous
wrench™ for the player. “He is
very, very sad to be leaving
Rangers. Paul said 1o me: “I've
left clubs before, but I've never
been so sad about leaving a

to the cup final on Sunday,
he's looking forward to the
promotion push, he's looking
forward to the World Cup and
he's looking forward io the
Premier lmgul;;m year.”
Gascoigne’s last appearance
in a Wembley final was the

Blackpool rocked as Labour opts for the South

-tradmmal wnrlung class supporters uncomfortable one for the Labour spokesnmnsaxd "[tmsrsmnre
mmm T .byopuugforthednmnsofnnghmn'hrtymmm Doreen Cumpsty, 1o go to Blackpool. There was also
Ly v coand annmm.Bmmmm - emﬁﬂﬁw‘e mwﬂhqu&hwofﬂw
Y. .severed ~ restanrateury said Blackpool * House, year rates.”

THE Labour Party yeoteriay, o ey - Hoelf 1 blamie hecause the beers were by Kenneis Clarke and Jobn Gummer- *Bus Bl] Scos, of the River
its i reputation as one of _tob-warm and the “loos smell”. . - _ * during the Tory party conference, said: .. House, every Labour
revels ; seaside fowns, by “The Vidtirian resort has been host o “Yes, we have heard they are going. * leader since Lord Callaghan of Cardiff,
pess brasne ferences 0. * the Laboir Party conference since the  Well, we will see about that. They said  was pot surprised. He said: “I have
moving I wﬂgﬁo@ﬁm * ", '1930s. But th conference this year will _weheepsln hnte!sWaumnl!get been saying for years we should- ﬁ

m%rsegen Gon has | Edmmm.._mmmmuummumkem myhandsm our act together. The loas smell,
| of ‘the town's formidable army of ml‘999forﬁ1eﬁrstmnemnnel985md- “Yabour chiefs were wooed by Brigh-  beer is 100 warm, and the sandwiches
40 . Brj “for the next TWo years. .mn'soﬂ’erufa.]nwerprmlﬁhepww - are curling at the end, It is a very sad

| hodrdin landtadies.
i g hmx."fhour of beraying it

B

lastmfm'muecotddbeaﬁ

‘staged two conferences in 2 row. A
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ays occur when the
House of Commons
takes on an Alfce
Through the Looking Glass
air. Questions and answers
never make contact with each
other — or with reality. What
evervone wants to know is
what nobody seems to ask
Ministers pontificate in re-
sponse 10 inquiries nobody
has put.
Anthrax is a case in point.
On Monday ministers had
advised, in a written answer,

that the t asteroid thai
domina the news a week
ago was not, repeat not, going

to hit the Earth. We have this
on new Labours authority.
The piedge should perhaps be
printed on a sixth coffec mug.
1o add to the s:llr:‘ii;e o:ril'ec-&
mug pled m

ed by Mlllbank'l'uwer “Treat
More NHS Patients™, “Smal-
ler Class Sizes™ “No Increase
In Jncome Tax Rafes™
“Tough On Crime™ “More
Jobs For Young Pecple” .

and now: “No Coilision With
Asteyoid™.

After yesterday a seventh
mug can be spun from the
potter’s wheel: “No Anthrax
As Far As We Know”. Minis-

ters, ted by Jack Sn'aw, the
Home Secretary, who made a
Statement to the House, were
ahsolutely emphatic that they
had absolute confidence in
a.bsolurely categorical advice
that Britain was probably not
ahout to be hit with anthrax
— as far as

they!mew anyway.
But nobody is interested in
Mr Straw’s insisience that he

of bumaa life in Britain

would have mentoned this.

i &

POLITICAL SKETCH

‘What peoplé outs:de the Com-~

mons want to know is wheth-
er he thinks he would know if
the aftack were imminent:

howhemuldknowwhathe N
could do 1o repel it; whether it

is possible (as the newspapers

claim) to put anthrax in defy-

free s and, f 50, how

customs could ever

hope to check and find out.
NoMPseemedﬁosktbm

asked any jons at all. As

— as Sally Keeble (Northamp-
tonN}putu—on"lusv:ry A
measured

No minister
has ever lacked a clutch of

backbenchers ready {0 con-

S, sured
qulsunn: TheTm&hl!’dw

35 N
anysoﬂofalarm--

gratuiate- him on his been “deeply impressed by the dunonpwmﬁm.aﬁmy :
mmmﬁmmﬁmnmg’ﬁ apom'opheand 5™ will turm-

S

e

: congratulated tary and his team”
warmly on their very mea- this’ was “a Tifle _
early interested ﬂxanu_seemedat "-____yphenrendmmamns-

L E
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Blair draws line
in the sand over
European state

TONY BLAIR placed a firm
limit on further European
integration yesterday, making
plain there could be no Euro-
pean Union encroachment on
policies covering education
and healih, the welfare state,

al taxation and culture.

in the first speech by a
Bridsh prime minister to the
French parliament, Mr Blair
declared: “We dont want a
Europe of conformity, a united
states of Europe run by bu-
reaucrats. Moving too swifly
towards integration oould
prove disastrous. Choosing
when and how fo move closer
will determine whether our
people accept the changes or
rebel against them.”

Speaking in fluent French,
and drawing initially strong
applause ifrom righiwing
MPs, Mr Blajr balanced his
call for closer co-operation on
trade and the singie market,
competition policy. and even
econpmic unipn with 2 warn-
ing that the EU must reform
itself ar risk alienating its
citizens: ~You do not have to be
a Eurosceptic, in any shape or
form, to appreciate the deep
concern amoengst our peoples
as to how they make sense and
relate to the new Europe.”

He called for a new and
deeper “entente” with France
to heip bring Europe closer to
the people. “We have had the
courage to create the Euro-
pean Union,” he said. “Now
we must have the courage to
reform it.”

Taking his message o
France of a ‘third way” be-
tween laissez-faire liberalism
and state control of the econe-
my. Mr Blair swiftly found
himself steering a tricky mid-

Philip Webster
and Ben
Macintyre
reporton a

warning in
fluent French
dle course between the two
intensely partisan sides of the

Erench national assembly.
His remarks in favour of

) market flexibility drew loud

applause from the French
Right but met a pointed si-
lence from the Left, while his
referenes to tackling “social
a::éuagl:' evoked almost pre-
cisely ‘opposite response
‘When he remarked that there
was no right or Jeft politics in
economics managemnent today
“There is only and] bad”,
the right appisuded loudly,
causing the Prime Minister to
depart from his set text to add
swiftly: “And it is being weil

" led by the Left today.”

Mr Blair speit out the need
for a new political framework
for the EU. He said: “A word
of warning here, perhaps. We
have an economic framework
for the EU. We now need a
political framework that is
dramatically more relevant.
mure:ntoudrmanﬁ:eprsem

vision for Europe is necessary

now mote than ever_Thereisa .

political deficit. which our
peaple feel keenly.

“As we enfarge there is the
opportunity for us to reconsid-
er the essential mechanism of
political accountability and

conirol. We have had the

to create the Euro-

Union. We must now

have the courage ta reform it.”
If Europe was to grow and

prosper “Europe must be close .
people’s -

1o ordmary

concerns.™

AlthoughhewamEdOfme
dangers of remoreness from
the peaple and of an over-
weening Eurgpe, Mr Blair did
mststhewasastrungsuppon—
er of the EU.

He was unapologetic about
the Government's decision not
to enter the first wave of the
single currency, which the
French finance minister has
warmed would leave Britain in
the second division. There had
to be sustainable economic

convergence and at present it

did not exist. i

mﬂaﬁmmrame;he 3
“We have said that

ﬁlesmglemrrmeymasmgle
ket makes sense and al
rady Bnnshbumnessanddle
City: of London are fully
geared- up-to dealing

prepared —

-in-ang —.
using- the etro.. We will be. -
—do not ddubt tha "
—-andwﬂlmakeadeaslon.

basedondearandunamb:gu—'_ e

ous facts.™ -

Later Mr Blair played down
the fact that most applause
had come from the Right
“There was applause from
both camps. If you can get
applause from both sides
that's good politics.”

Leading article, page 19

- that _the

@mﬁwme
_down threat

Govemmemhad “Teceived UN S

French Left and nght applaud ﬂuent PM

Confinued from page 1

applied socialism,™ he said, to gales
of laughter from the right and rather
more muted amusement from the
Frepch socialists. Moments later the
chamber was reunited in apprecia-
tion when Mr Blair remarked: “The
other night [ had the pleasure of
watching Juliette Binoche at the
theatre in Naked. She was wonder-
ful.” Many in the chamber, unaware
of the West End play, evidently took
this to be some sort of splendid joke

and roared their approval at th}s
risqué British sense of humour.

Mr Blair speaks better French than
any prime minister since Anthony
Eden. and many of his predecessors
appeared ito delight m inflicing
complicated cruelties on the French
tongue. Sir Winston Churchill reiu
larly demonstrated his le
schoolboy French
Heath's stilted fomys inwo the lan-
guage are sill remembered with
pain. Even after intensive coaching, a

nation winced when Margaret Atumes.MrBlmr’sadmoyoia-onlyammﬂed_ﬁjanmphﬂe._:h!ﬂ
Thatcher gave her speech in French  middle way was all but drowned out - - a Frenchman mangué. © - |
tomarkrheopenmgofmeqlannel as each side of the French parliamen- - “Evminsn:nos_tcelebmdpohmzi__
Tunnel tary sought to outdo the other in'its * 'saying” was inspired by a_French
Mr Blair may have received more  enthusiasm for the uniikely French philosopher,” Le - Fi declared
applause from the Right than the speaking creagure in their midst. | - yesterday, daiming’ Mr Blair'’s
French Left, dominated by old style "The Prime Minister's recent inter- . statement of priorities — “education,

socialists, but the benches behind

Lionel jospin, the French Premier..

view on French television, his holiday-

hhmmlastywhlspmmxsew-

year and now his

] directly
horrowadfmmmel%mtuzy

_'Frenchwriterluls Michelet.. - -

did their best o right the balance by . return again this

cheering energetically whenever the  address to the Nahonal Assembly

New Labour orade said somethingof have firmly planted: the idez in Peter Riddell, page
which they could approve. FrendlnundsﬂmMrBlarrunot - l..eadmgamde,pagelo

a possible’ anthrax terrorist-
attack was made after the

confrontation had been re- -
. solved President
| Saddam - Hussein and the.

:IEI_' 2

United Nations' over arms
msped:lons,sammy SOurces’

indicated that the fiming

was not crucial.’

- 'The genera.l lntemgenoe.i"
I:he threat .

assement

“Although the discovery of ©

ttack on UK

' '_- . BY NICHOLAS errmn MICEIAEI. Ewnm
.!ACK STRAW told the Camn- "posed by

§ Ims:mﬂ'ndeal
waesrgmd Kl Aqnan,

B LNLIKELY ROUTE
| FOR REVENSE

TONY BLAIR said last nighrt that
he treared Rupert Murdoch no
differemtly from any other busi-
nessman with British interests,
after strongly denying that he had
intervened on behalf of the News
Corporation chairman and chief
executive in his attempt io buy an
Iralian television network.

Reports in yesterday's newspa-
pers that the Prime Minister had
asked Romana Prodi. the ltalian
Prime Minister, whether his Gov-
emment would block the bid by
BSkyB for Silvio Beriusconi's con-
trolling muenst in Mediaset deeply
embarrassed Mr Blair, who has
faced accusations that he has
allowed himself to become too close
1o Mr Murdoch.

The Prime Ministers official
spokesman said that cdaims that
Mr Blair had intervened on behalf

Labour says newspapers were wrong over telephone call, report Ph]hp Webster and Rlchard Owen

of Mr Murdoch, whose company is
parent company of The Times,
were a “complete joke™ But
Downing Street and Mr Blair
deehmdrogzvedetaﬂsoiwhathad
been raised in the conversation
bememﬂnem!’nmel\vhmsters

Mr Blair’s official spokesman
neither confirmed nor denied that
the deaj had been menfionad . but

added that “this was not a conver- -

sation about Rupert Murdoch™ It
was added later that they had
agreed there would be no briefing
on the cariversation and this had
been honoured. Mr Blair said that
he did not disu:sspﬁvatenelephone

The vehemence of the denials
underlined the smsmmy of such

allegations for Mr Blair. H:s_

spokesmansnm attacked a

in the Fmanaa! Tmas .

gen
spokeupforBrmshﬁrmsand:t
Pkt i Bt hare was e
sa ut was no
question of Mr Blair having lob-
bied for Mr Murdoch. It was also
mted out that Professor Prodi
ad called Mr Blair, rather than
theotherwayround
Asked by reporters whether Mr

Bia.lr had recently met Mr Mur-

national - mmm:rual television
channels..

doch, officials said that they did not . mewursnmg.mmmm—
intend o give details of private Signor -Berlusconi, a sellmade '%'ﬁtﬂiﬂ&nodm:mpm :
meetings or private telephone calls  billionatre, wis Prime Minister for - Murdoch's bid for.Mediaset.

between Mr Blair and Mr Mur-

. doch or anybody eise.

Questioned during his visit to
%s about the reports. Mr Blair

“There is' 0o question of..

offfering assisiance to anybody. I
treat Mr Murggfl no differently
from anybody in of an
business with Bnushfpeatersts Y
Talks betwean Mr Murdoch.and
Signor Berlusconi took place last
ﬁ burt broke down when Signor
usconi rejected a reported $3.2
billion offer by Mr Murdorh for his
controlling 50.6 cent share in
Mediaset, which includes his three

nine months in 1994 and leads the - .

Centre-Right opposition. But he. .

-faces several court cases arising
conflicts of inierest .

from alleged
hsbemem his political activities and

business empire of 130 com- —ofgove:ment‘ hll:ahom‘tﬁere

panies, which embraces not only .
television but also
property, advertising and -.the AC'
Milarr football club, A new law .

.being discussed by the Prodi Gov-

emnment would oblige

trast.

Mm'doch-BerIusoom

supermarkets, .

to Signor Prodi while the abortive [Bérlubeoni”. -

}_.Be;‘lusoomsaldhehaddeudednot
tgwsell Medlaseit bfgtl:_ause he was -,
' .:-~':" attuched toit~ se.'nmnenml
“Biit it {= not difficult fo find out - -
business- " thaf ‘at BSkyH, flagship of -The
menwhotakegubhcofﬁcernsell News!:orporanm.theyareawm
tlmrassetsormplaoethemm -of Blairs - inftiative, “which - was "
. _prghahlym_sp:redbyMudom -
- On Monday. -La; Stampa’ of . 'bigself.” The : paper -offered ‘no - cren

Treasons™.

Slmﬂhﬂumﬂwam Mr Muz- .
d"dI‘ agam weekend and
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Vlllage sloggers

survive appeal
from oundary

VHIAGEQ‘ICI:ET SeeT 10
bethemmofn?:la?m
but in Rolvenden, the
Wealdanmt.mevndcethas
been very sticky indeed.

A nasty row between-an
avthor who lives beside the
“ﬂlaEEgrmandmelao-ymr
old” Rolvenden Cricke: Club
was finally resolved in' court -
Yesterday, when the aumthor's

done by
on to his hotise was dismissed.

Derek Sheffield, 69, repre-
sented himself, wn:hlusmfe
Ba:bammmgﬂ:ebnefs.at
Ashford Coumty Court He
wanted £3.000 in damages for
nujsance and n ence from
the ciub, whose wicket is fust
60 yards from his
ald, GrTade l-listed - house,

| (- ]

M.rShefﬁeld.thega.uﬂmrof-
books on UFOs and a recent
. still not happy. dunand'mga

humorous trilogy of Kent nov-
Eishasforhvlgdbemdgu?evﬂ]age
green years but it is only
in the past three years that he

., claimed his life had become

unliveable. He told the court
thar he could no longer write,
invite friends round or even
step out of his house while
matrhes were being played on
the green. for fear of being hit
bylaweﬂstmd:ball here e
t got I a point W
and his wife would spend their
afternoons wupstairs in their
bedroom “watching the balls

coming over™, Theysmashed_

a dining room window, dam-
aged tiles on the garage roof,
and scratched a double-glazed
window. He said the cricket

club was slow to respond to

Sheﬁeld.

ﬁomRolmdenCuckﬁClu'h,aner '
nen.ghbuurwho mokthedub mmmt

Philip Delves
Broughton-‘ '
“on the case: of

‘the nelghbour .

-who sued for

cricket damage _ Benenden

his complaints. Last séason,
however, thedubereunda&ft
cricket net in front of -Mr

. Sheflields hotse and p

were asked not 1o hit the ball
to0 hard -in ihat divecion.
Despite -the ‘cricket dob's
claim that this reduced hitscn
the Sheffield properiy to just
two in 1997, Mr Sheffield was .

10ft net instead. .
Last year, the court was
told, Mr Sheffield found it

“ples  behaviour “intimida

< tory™. “You must be
Neyrotic o think my wi
leaves her car to be hit”

- Teplied Mr Sheffield. “] dont

"

t!-xmkl'mthenmmucmn

ball has ‘ever caused damage
to my " adding that
she was a great follower of the
village Teanm.

“Coury activities shnuld
be and the

she said: “T

'wmﬂdbetoohlghand S

makel:hegreennotlmklikea

" to walk onio ‘the °village green

ngcmsary
piich 1o halt play if balls hit his
house. On one occasion, Mrs
Sheffield ran onto the pitch
and "seized the -stumps and -
bails. The police had to be
called to sort out the melée.
Jobn Williams,- the club

captain, defended the net as a

great success. He szid that the
Sheffields had over the past 18

-months left their car-in their
driveway during games on.

purpose, in the hope that Tt
would be hit and they would

have more ammmulmn for

their row.
Mrwmlamscailedﬂlewu-

- the next

D:smusmg the Sheffields
action, Judge Edwina Mill-
ward said: “It is very dear that
when the plaintiffs bought this
house in 1083 they were aware
it faced onto 2 vlllage green.
They regard that as an ameni-
ty. It's uniikely 1o be built on
and it's one of the attractions
of living in a village. One
carmnot then say it is unreason-
able for cricket to be played.”

The judge awarded costs
against the couple. Mr Wik
liams said he was delighted
with the court’s ruling: “We
bave had fabulous support
from the village,” he said. “We
want X maintajn good rela-

Mr Sheffield said: “The next

step is a criminal prosecirtion,
which | have been told by the
police I can take. But God help
bloke who hits my
house with a ball.”

“J just want 1o go home and
have a cup.of tea,” said Mrs

. Sheiﬁeld.'.‘andmaybeauick—- :
et ball through the window.”

'Herdesuemysombesatls-

- fied-as the clib has ¢

a record number

bame | 1

‘Back in charge: Sir Johni Hall speaking to the press at St James’s Park yesterday

Hall calls on
Newcastle fans
to rally round

BY PAUL WILKINSON

SIR JOHN HAILL. the new
chairman of Newcastle Uni-
ted, appealed yesterday for
the famnilies at the heart of the
footbzll club scandal to be
allowed to put recent events
behind them.

In Sir Johm's gmd public
appeamnnesmee c dramai-
jc resignation of his predeces-
sor Freddy Shepherd, and

his son, Douglas Hall, from
the board. he called on sup-
porters to rally round and
help the clob and the team to
recover.

With his wife, Mae, sitting
beside him, Sir John, 65, was
close o tears as he spoke to a
crowded press conference at
St Jamess Park. “The effect
on the Hail and Shepherd
families has been awful and
on Newcastle United has
been sad to watch,” he said.

His son and Mr Shepherad
were “full of remorse™ for
their remarks about the
club’s players and supporters
and the women of the North
East. “They cannot apologise
enough for the pain it has
caused,” he said. “These
events are totally out of
character as anyone who
knows them knows. They are
devoted to this cdub. They
have worked tirelessly over
the years to bring jobs and
prosperity to this region.

“At a time when this cdub
was on the brink of dropping
into the Third Division they
turned it into 2 Premiership
force. They are responsible
for bringing me into this
cluh, for bringing in Kevin
Keegan, for this stadium here
and all the new development.
Let nobody forget what they
have done for this region.”

Sir John questioned why
had "beey rarpeted by, the
News Of the World. “The
vilification Douglas and
Freddy have been put though
has been terrible to watch.
Yes, it was self-inflicted, but
were they MPs? Were they
drogs barons? Were they
arms dealers? Was anything
that was said in the public
interest? No. One has to ask

who set wp this dlaborateand -

expensive scam.”
In a staleméent in response
to Sir John's allegation of a

“scam”™ against his son and
Mr Shepherd, Stuant Kuti-
ner, Managing Editor of the
News of the World, said: “As
a result of an entirely legiti-
male pewspaper investiga-
tion the News of the World
revealed matters of serious
public interest at the heart of
Newcastle United.

“The facts we uncovered
were grave enough {o result
in the resignation of the
club’s two most senior execu-
tives. That alone justifies
what the newspaper pub-
T

As Sir John was ing,
jubilant fans were claiming
victory over the Newecastle
United board. Matorists
tooted their car horns in

Douglas Halk quit
the Newcastle board

approval and several raised a
clenched fist in victory.

However, the resignation
of the two directors after z 16-
hour boardroom battle owed
as much to pressure from the
City as to the power of the
fans. Victory in the end went
to Sir Terence Harrison, the
non-executive chairman of
the ple, who had openly
declared that unless Messrs
Shepherd and Hall went, he
and the other two indepen-
dent directors woulkd.

Sir John's appointment
only four months after retir-
ing, together with good inter-
im trading resulis announced
yesierday, pushed the club’s
share price up Sp by the end
of the day.

Stake cuf, page 23
City commentary, page 27
Simon Bamnes, page 38 -

Judge brands man a Kkiller

Cnnnnuedfmmpagel

mhmuonmthepast.‘me:udge. .0
Diedrick-had .
of the -

also noted that
no alibi for the mo

g 5 .'

she opened the
put out the rubbish, ha

surprised her and-
mittance. He

gl
BRE

premeditared intent
when he entered the =
I am satisfed that |
struck and then strangled
ligature.”

7B
FEL

The amount of

& B3

be set later and Diedrick was -

orde!'edmpayﬂ'lemslsofﬂae

‘l‘he! geh#dmmmwedm
the start that he had found for

' action

. later that- they were
ummderm the outcome of the
maeverlmpim-

against any
" ;

Iy~ carried out; 280 statements

.mmhadbemswzdanﬂ
relating the

2090 messapes
nqlmytﬂdbemramved

Margrﬂte.V:nusandCelmnmsmaﬂwﬂmr

High

Cmntthoryyeste:day

TIMEBOME WHO TURNED STALKER

ANTHONY DIEDRICK Was -
- & “walking tmeborob”, vn-

i ____-ahletommetote:msmthh:s

by Joan Francisco

m}{mﬂlml Al

anger and

dsr.mr he hmn'sanﬂ'le :
iepbone. iking -

io the Sa-
mamans a5 well as stalking
-hm'athnmea'ndatwork. .

1959 whﬂehlsfalher -Ruoy,

: meahmalSexmmﬂ:

thé, Royal™ Army. ‘Ordnance

: Omps.'mefamIWhomewas

in Paddington, West London,

" where his mother,: Adella,

raised him and hig brothers
and sisters in unexcepiional

N

R ANOTHER WAY
TO JUSTICE

) police will be submit-

.. tinganew reportto the CPS 1o |’

_ charges

.. "The investigation had been

- “thoroughly and professional- .

A small but increasing
mrmber of cases have been

J. . TOD'S BOUTIQUE : 35 Sioane Streel SW1 London. Harrod's and Joseph |

Ph. Michel Comte

Andie MacDowell

o
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Random Killer picked J
on judge’s daughter

ﬁldgel"?gm th o e
aughter, slashing her
throat because she refused to
Blve him money, Liverpool
Crown Court was told
Yesterday.
Hours later Nicholas Bur-
3&- %da?mhuslwd a [7-year-
ar  knifepoint,
threarened ta kil her and
forced her 1o drive 100 miles
before she managed to escape.
1. from New Miljs,
Dexbyshire, who h;a'ild that he
voices in his head, had
selected his first victim, Rachel
McGrath, 27, ar random as
she waited at closing ime on a
Friday night last April 1o pick
up her bayfriend outside the
Victoria Tavern, in Bramhall,
Greater Manchester,

. He inflicted *appalling inju-
res” on Miss Grath, a
building sociery assistant
manager, and left her dying
on the pavement to be discov-
ered by her iend.

Anthony Ges, QC, for the
Prosecution, said that Burton
Mmaintained he was not guilty
of any offence because he was
insane. His deferce counsel
will seek to prove that at the
time he killed Miss McGrath
he was suffering from dimin-
ished responsibility. attracting
the lesser charge of man-
slaughter.

However, Mr Gee said Bur-

Court told that loner made study

of stabbing techniques from forces’

literature, reports Russell Jenkins

fon confessed to0 z fellow
inmare at Strangeways prison
that he murdered Miss
McGrath because she would
not give him money and that
he had planned the attack. He
boasted about killing a judge's
daughter: “He szid he had
done it in a conrrolled manner,

having read of the way todoit -

in Special Forces literature,

and to make sure she went

down to the floor he stabbed
her in the leg.”

Earfier Burton pleaded not
guilty to murdering Miss
Mu:vGraﬂl'l1 on April .?kf last year;
not guilty ro kid ing
Debra Van Gerko the foliowe
ing day and not guilty to
falsely imprisoning her and
making a threat to kiil.

Burton had been seen
nursing a pint of Guinness in
the Victoria Tavern on the
night of the murder. He tried
ta engage strangers in conver-
sation and cadped £1 for some
cigars.

Miss McGrath, from
Wilmslow, Cheshire. regular-
ly dropped off Kevin Forster,

her boyfriend, at the pub so

" that he would not have to

drink and drive. She would
return at closing time to collect
him. Mr Forster described her
as “quiet, fun-oving, inteli-
gent and entirely respectable”.

Al about llpm residents
heard a girl screaming and a
moarist saw a body on the
pavement and a man standing
ten feet away. The pathologist
found several slashes to Miss
McGrath's neck, where the
knife had been used in a
sawing action, with great
farce, cutting through tw the

spine.

Almost nine hours fater. the
prosecution alleged. Burton
ambushed Miss Van Gerko, of
Gatley, Greater Manchester,
as she at a news-
agents. He st his knife at
her and asked her very quiet-
Iy: “Give me all your money
and get in the car please.” At
one point during Miss Van
Gerkos H-hour ordeal he
slashed the seat belt to bind
and pag her and forced her
into the boot of her Fiat Panda

while he siopped for petrol
He told her: “Don’t scream or
'l kil you."

For four hours that Satur-
day afternoon, Burion parked
up in the hills above Caernar-
fon waiting for darkness. He
chatted at length to 2 terrified
Miss Van Gerko. explaining
his conviction that God had -
forgiven him for his sins.

Later. he shung his arm
around her when he forced
her to extract £10Q using her-
cash card.

But as they stopped at a

open the car door :
dashed 10 a nearby taxi plead:
ing for help. Burion calmly
drove off.

He was arrested in the early
hours the following day as he
slept in the British Hotel, in
Bangor, where he had enjoysd
a fillet steak and a polite chat
with another guest about Bar-
oness Thatcher, religion and
divorce.
iately notice a sudden change
in the way he presented him-
self. He stared fixedly and -

traces of the dead woman's
blood. :

=

The trial continues.

Rachel McGrath, who was stabbed through thé neck at random with great force
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Bristol City thugs jailed
and banned for five years

ELEVEN foothall supporters
who attacked a rival ream’s
players during a pitch inva-
sion were jailed yesterday for
between three and eight
months and banned from
eve;iy football ground in the
world for five years.

The Bristol City supporters
were among bundreds of
people who invaded the pitch
after 2 derby against rivals
Bristol Rovers. The Rovers'
players who moments before
had heen celebrating a lafe
equaliser were punched and
kicked as they fled the field.

Film of the incident at the
Ashten Gate ground in De-
cember 1966 from television
and palice surveillance cam-

By SIMON DE BRUXELLES

eras was shown ai Bristol
Crown Court yesterday.

Fans who surged onto the
pitch after the goal were
initially pushed back by
police but, as soon as the final
whistle went the invasion
turned into a full-scale riot.

The footage showed one
Rovers player being hit on the
side of the head as others tried
10 reach the tunnel ahead of
the mob. Those attacked in-
cluded ex-Manchester United
star Lee Martin and Rovers’
player-manager ian
Holloway. Goalkeeper Andy
Collett was pursued down the
funnel before being led to
safety.

After jailing the men, Judge

" John Foley made an arder

under the Football Spectators
Act banning them from every
soccer ground in Britain and
from iravelling abroad io
attend matches for five years.

He said: “It seems that
attacks on players are urprec-
edented. Players have io be
protected. They are entertain-
ers on the pitch. It is their
turf.” )

Judge Foley told the mem:
“Soccer in this country has
substantially deaned up its
image and encouraged young
people dhd families to come to
games. You have spoiled all
that in this locality. You let
down the cub you purpor o
support.”

Special deals with Revenue may not
exempt taxpayers from prosecution

" " BY FRANCES GIBB
LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

HUNDREDS of .taxpayers who reach a
deal with the Inland Revenue each year
over unpaid tax could face prosecution
after a Court of Appeal ruling published
yesterday. - L .

The appeal court judges have effectively
said that such seiflements — always.
understood to be a way. people can wipe
the slate clean — .do not preclude the

.possibility of prosecufion. David-

Rothenberg, an accountant with Bliek:
Rothenberg, said: “The impdct. of this
ruling is dramati¢. Hundreds of people .
who have committed tax “naughties' reach- -
thesé seétilements every year.” -
Although the Revenue
rightto p der:
tha} was niot done uniess it Jater Evne
that the taxpayer had been lying, b€ said.
“That was regarded as the end of the

the implications might: go beyond

T re mm ".Edf..;ﬂ'eh‘..a" -
e it ferstood thas”
ged -~ cases thére was rioguestion but that there

maiter.” Such settiements were knuﬁh as
“Hansard™ settlements after the BHrst
statement ‘about them in Hansard, the

" record of Parliamentary proceedings. in

1944, he said.

Peter Kernpster, a solicitor and tax
partner with -Nabarro Nathanson, 53112
people — “passibly thousands ™ a year —

who reached these agreements.. “People.

who thoughs ‘these tax maiters were all
done and dusted ‘and put the file away

might now find a’man in blue knocking -

on the door. There is no statutory
limitation on police apening up this sort of

inquiry. .

Soccalled Hangard deals were offered 1o
stopped short of what the Revenue called
the"Phinous”.: Be- said. In those serions

would be a prosecution.Otherwise:- ilte
cleals pmvidt_ad a way poeple could pay the

- Trade and- Tnc

tax they owed and “make a clean breast of

. things™ on the vnderstanding charges

would not be.b t. “It removes.a
major- weapon. in armoury of the
Revenue's special compliance unit.” :

It also raised

and whether these would be privileged, he

.said. “The Revenue is now never.geing to
be dble to convinee z taxpayer that the fite | -

can be put away and that is the end of the

matier.” People would oot be prepared to | -
come forward and take the'risk. he said. - |-

The impact of the ruling, which may be |-
right of the Revenue to-prosecute in such

cases and could extend to other. prosecut-

ing authorities such as the Department of

Fraud Office, headded. . -~ " - .. %
- A spokesman for the inland: Revenne

confidential Gles.on a taxpayer would be .{

i Veteran
| bites the

71 By ROBIN YOUNG

apd left fordead.

. Now the Californian,
who is thooght to be one of
only six of Hollywoods
regular.. B-Western “bad-
men” lefi, bas arrived in

. film1 convention this

y: “l

| weekend - -

Hollywood - badmen.
There were about 85 of us,

him and to question him.

Mr L:dm-gﬁcilil:lf his
appearances in- s in
1930s. 40s and 50s: “It was
a great business to be . Jt
was alot of action and a lot
of hard work, but I did all
. Ty oWn stunis.” .

said: “We are considering theterms of the |

judgment and ns resulting i{n[:_ilicaﬁms.'_
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Kim Basinger (best supporting actréss) celebrates with her husband Alec Baldwin; Helen Hunt and Jack Nicholson, who won best actress and best actor

Hollywood honours its-own ds

The Full Monty isleft toface

the music. Giles Whittell reports

INTHEmd.itﬁasa'gig:; .-:

when Hollywood .reclaim

the Oscars from trausaflantic - .

studio blockbuster -film of the
awards than its rivals put
together, while the all-Ameri-.
Good as It Gets won best actar
and actressawards. .

The four British actressesin .
i . is Jack being Jack™, Mr Ebert |

) brave face on disappoin

and The Full Monty went -

home with Britain’s only prize,
for best. original -musical . or -
store. -

comedy .
Titanic’s haul of 11 Oscars,

by BenHurmdnm-ly-ﬂ:ﬂ:i .

helpad to make film history. |

) Dame Judi was released
“*“from her. corremt West End

uction for two days to
prog the Osear rivesl ot e

Shrire .Auditorium in Seuth

T -3
R e
-

Christie — had 1o puta’.
tment

and ’ tme wll come.” .

*have seen Mrs Browr: or Miss

.wmpreiiuuslyfm'OueﬂeE.

Over The Cuckoo's Nest and

.gavebyndmﬁ theperfur p L

-mance .of his career in As
Good as It Gets, “but he did
what the academy likes, which

scraping the barrel here ...

. but-when I saw it 1 realised it [ . -
was abmﬂ_rqorl&ﬂxan_t_ﬁve;-_: ;
fellas stnipping i.‘b"l.“ ﬂ.‘el

hardship, a
‘the trials of the human spint.”,

On his way into the Vanily

" Fair party, Jeremy Irons said: | -
: "ralent.dam‘tlnvemumto_ &

do with winming an Oscar, but

" the-voters do have a collective’

. 30 at least Kate and
‘Helena

ric scuppers Britis

THE TIMES WEDNESDAY MARCH 251998

5000 mémbers will not |

.7+ Ovér 300,000 of you have just told us what you
S " want from your phone service.

L . Price was obviously top of most people’s list.
- ST 86 wa give our new customers 100 minutes of local
AR ' evening calls free, every month. It gives
.0 % “people exira value ar 2 time they really want it.
IR ﬁoﬁert'scaseitloéepshisﬂumoﬁ.l'_ﬁs back.
.7 . As for his Mum, well, it saves her a bit of money.
“. " And our tariffs are also tailored around
. individuals - we save you money on the type of calls.
" you'make the most; focal, national or international. -
. “., L -As Britain's new phone, TV and Internet
o '_ prowder we wanted to start off differently. With you.
777 VWhat can we do for you?
" FreeCall- 0800 068 8090

ht:p;ffwww.cwcdrh.co.uk
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h Oscar hopes

Oh.no, Robert’s
in love again;
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Microlight
crash mars
the start of
world flight

BY DAMIAN WHITWORTH
AND ROBIN EGGAR

A MICROLIGHT pilot was
in a critical condilion [ast
night after taking off into a
plate-glass wall.
. Phil Goed, 45, had been
part of a fying flotilla of
about 30 crafi from Wey
bridge. Surrev. to Le
Touquel, accompanying two
Britons on the first leg of an
attempt to fly around the
wordd jn 80 days. As he
pmpahr;sd for the reph;nréigur-
ney, engine ap Io
b:c";lme engiged at full throt-
tle befare he had taken his
seat or put on his helmet. He
ploughed into the Le Teuquet
terminal building at 40mph.
Mr Good, a computer pro-
grammer from Baldock
Hertfordshire, suffered seri-
ous head injuries. His wife,
Heather, was at his hospital
bedside after flying from
England last night The two
world fliers. Brian Milton
expecied fo be told of the i : e ey . ‘niés a. futther- cour k he I m. He iy
accident when they landed in - £ : ‘ bolest goods. ° ..., - - °--relaxing. I got the impresson
sguthern Germany. S he’ bad . meditative, if" net
" artistic, qualitie about him by -

st

to

Tain Meikleham, 29, of Dun-

;| bartonshire, 4nd John Francis -

i 27, of . i ¢ | recimrging stations eould top
up batteries: while motorists
wait, greatly ‘increasing 'the

- { .appeal of electric cars. :

“The research has been car-

ried out by’ the Advarced

| Lead-Acid Baitery- Consor--

'. '._' U‘ Fermm ‘—Ba ' up a:_l'lAd'
hirongh | vanced Battery Consortius to-
! _"i_iev?pp_nevabuueﬁﬁ;em:id-
‘| ing leachacid s a wchmology
g —
- ILWAS prpossible . .
- hm&mgpfhdmﬁhma -
... 1-the. plates -caused a rapid =~

e . ‘in pul
| 2 tenth_of a-second. with an
{ eight-millisecond gap o allow
. | the acid to disperse and resis-
.} tance o remainclow. © - 7
T *Itis a}l)cm:j by come- | -
= | puter,™ - David-. Prengaman. .
| president of - RSR Techriok

The rebirth of cur raibways has bezun in earnest - ge
; 72, died last week, A haviga- |-

Today we pubilsh cur annual Nevwork Managemant tor., heﬂcwau'ippledbombu- :

g . :
Statzment, conraining the most detaiicd, mos: g E':;m_G any- . 1944 | ‘power

[ - . -“,hm pil-m - _.--' -
ambitious and Mot exciting plans for raid s ower N B B B
P50 yearsy
The wori, 35y AT osec 3bove. is alraady
weil underway.

Mew standards of porformance safery ard servize
are being seo NMew leveis of investment are bsing
achigved. And the cntire nerwork is being preparad
for the 21st contury

Srarning this Apnil yor can keep track of cur

progross weekly (v the naticnal pross.

call us now on 0345 14127 or visizc us on hao

mreraet 3t www.orailorasic co.ukdwhatsnaw

RAILTRACK

The heart of the railway

Cardhoiders:Wil have untl Wi July statsenent
“ dat® 1o Gollect furthar points and it
31 October. 1908 to.redeem their polnts. -

-,

Railerack owns 32,000 ks of <. 20,600 ¢ res. tunnels and vizduers, §.000 loval crossings and 2. 500 srarinas

S e 3 & ) i
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Olivetti
- Processar with MNX™

Technology
16Mb RAM. 1.4Gb Hard Disk.
256K ,

YOUR HOME OR OFFICE'
FREE LOYUS SMARTSUHTE

Was E1439; ELFF9CE1199,
MODEL: Echos 133DM.

133MHz Intel Pentivm s

LAT EST
ORTABLE PCs

200MHz Cyrix Media GX
MMX™ Enhanced Processor.

4ed 32Mb RAM. 2.1Gb Hard Disk. 12:1"
: HPA Advanced Dual Scan Display.
20 x CD-ROM drive with JBL Pro
Integrated Speakers. 1Mb Graphics
rewe card. 33.6K Data/Fax Modem.
“%  Incdudes MS Works V4.0,
% Encarta 98 plus a choica of 7 other
2 top software titles Was £1899,
{ MODEL Presario 1220. ~ -

150MHz [nte] Pentium s
Processor with My(™
"~ Technology

16Mb RAM. 1.4Gb Hard Disk.

256K Cache Memory.

12.1" Dual Scan Display.

20 x Multimedia, Windows 95.

FREE START-UP SERVICEIN

YOURHOMEOR OFFICE. .
LOTUS SMARTSUITE 975

Was £E1549 £1400 1355, £1299.

MODEL: Echas 150DM

10205

166MHz2 Intel Pentium -
Processor with MMX™
Technology

szuhmu.udmard

Cache Memory.
znanraphu.iz.l'DuaISGn
Dsplay 10 x €D Rom Drive and

PCMGAsIol's(ur lxﬁlll)

REEl.onlsm '
MODEL: Extensa 670CD, 165MHz.

__ NEW |
A 275%

- Toshiba

166MHz Intel Pentium =
Processor with MM
Technology

16Mb EDO RAM. 2Gb Hard Disk
ESKCad)e

121" TFT lay. megmd
16 x CD Rom Drve and floppy
disk drive, built-in microphone
and speakers. Windows 95.
FREE LOTUS SMARTSUITE 97
MODEL: Satelfite 300 CDT.

MODEL: OﬁoejeﬂlSDPro.

4843

'PHNT scm&mw
' 1AL I"E -

SAVE £330
PLUS £50 TRADE-IN*
(Trade-In price £519 inc VAT)

569"

1199°

N .
 SYQUEST SPARC
1GB DATA
STORAGE

St sparg 1.0G

Ji35 | 169°

1499"

WORLD 'S SMALLEST

PENTIUM PC

TOSHIBA

Libretto 50CT.

75MHz Intel Pentium™ Processor
16Mb RAM. 810Mb Hard Disk. TFT Colour
Display. Type il PCMCIA slot. Pre-loaded with
Microsoft Windows 95. Rechargeable Lithium
lon battery. Weighs only 850g.

Dimensions: 21emx 11.5atix 3.4cm.

Was £1449. £1099. £809. £824° £821.33 MCc VAT

oy SAVE £650

ommssoﬂopwdissmd . gﬂ%ﬁm& -
@ Can back up your system or laptop in ﬁlﬂ GB_ssand -
.Mhmﬂdﬁcﬁi“dwﬂﬂ LATEST EDBTION

Microsoft Office 97
Small Businass Edition vi Upgrade
.Nm ofthe oost nﬁ'ae

virsion nndd's popular .

JSZ.u 1197

15315
1799"

- "BYHEIEN Jounmn INSTONE
BRIGHTON'S West Pier, left

- derelict by years of neglectand.
emm'themillmmremnmd
. to its former glory. 5 :

lnmyannmmuedyvsmday. E
‘will help to rescue Britain's -
_only Grade I listed pier. Over -
thenmthreeymsnsowner&-_

the West Pier -TFrust, -

receweamtalufEM.Znulhon
towards renovations expected
fo cost abowt -£34million.

- More than £10 million is to be
on repairs to the strue-.

ture of the pier, which was

built in 1866 at a cost .of

Q?Bw.mﬂmeremamderm

| redevelopment of its build-
.ings. 'Ihebalanuewﬂlbcmet'

pletion in 2002 However, the
trusthnpswmabenm
ble to the public by 2000. -

Oliver Peyion, 35.: whn

' gwns several restauranis in
"London, will oversee the rmm-
-"ning of the pier. He-plans two -

restaurants, two bars, an art’
gallery, theatre and concert-:
vmue.muormgforﬁﬂhual‘s

i further -.and an ourdoor auditorium. -
mammrdmlopmmtm; -

Hesaxdymrﬂay"{'here

WQrklss:heduledtosmrtﬂus 'J
. Summer with i view_to.com-

wﬂh the redevelopment of the
- ‘ate.definitely getting'the lok

mique -

and one of memost interna.
tionally~ acclaimed: - destina- .

tions on the English coast.”

_Byilt“by- Bugenius” Bich,

_oge -of ‘the Victrian era’s

Wﬂtﬁgrwasmeﬁrstm
Bnmmmbabuﬂtpumhﬁor

'I‘hemwn'sPajace'

',p;erwasbui!tlahr aits

day. two million ‘people

) Iiigydmdm Brighton every year
.10 enjoy 1WMW :

ity .
l%mmﬂm

wnrkwa.scamedcutthe
"_forlhnﬁlmmgafSuRldmd

BB . Attenborough’s musical satire

Oh! What a Lovely War, but it

-..was closed to the publicin 1975 -
< when it became unsafe. The
detached fromitie.
shore several years Inter and -
-} * the middle sectionwas demnol- .
) lshed hy -the g;rea.t storrt of

RadadCIark.ofmeWm-

Pler Trust, said: “We're ahso-

lintelyy delighted % be toid we

tery award. It's hpgely excit- .

ing. It is an. enormously

scheme and it is

any plans we came ~up with
‘were feastble, - and - commer-
uaﬂywablemmclangnm.

Courtroom show
makes comeback

Br CARGL Mmm. MEDJA mxnsseomsm‘

" merschedules

factual
Chales GH

hruadmsttheWoodwardtml
live, reported that more than

- six million people ‘tuned in,
manystaymgupmmﬂmmdy -

hours to follow events_ Ratings .

. _'umasedbyupm}ﬂnper i

oz at key moments.

of programmes’ &r {TV, said: [
. "Obviously we arenotallowed -
“fo film. in British covTirooms,
__butthere:saldtnt‘mm'stm
*“this - country ‘in high _
-American trisls.: is af-as
-BnnshmmmfmtheBnt—
. ish viewer.” . . =
] Themwvasmn.maﬂeby-_mde
" Yorkshire TV, will have a new |-
- title, Accused, and be screened |
. foranhour af peak time in the.

orice a-weel.

it will be part of IVS | °
and sum- |’

£170 million Sp|
asumllas

Arnimal Rescu-
ite: ers and Bosges From Hell that | . -
follow in the wake.of su:h A
. BBC successes as Drivi

SdloolandAmmalHosp:

stlans break
FV commandment

BYRUTH GI.BDH.I.LL REIJGION EDRRESPDN’DN

H{E&nshan(‘,‘ha:melhas
“Feceived  its second formal -
wamning in less than two'

.hanChamldandmmg—
-mgwewerstorﬁmnaam:—
‘pon -from it™ a commission -

said. “The sub-

pum .being spent, so . .
-_-wehadtabeabsnhnelysure-

" foremust - pier demgners.ﬂm'

¢

. -Staricé of the leaflet aimed to-
pasmde vicwels to send i.n

Rdlgmus charities _are -

“allowed to -appeal only for

funds for the disadvantaged.
“director of .

-'-‘_Ssu'ah Thane, . the commis-
_ 'siodl’s pro-
gmmms.mdthcbrmd:m

ed a5 “a very serious .

Tony BrilL. gdlrec-

million ‘across the rest of

Eumpe. said: “The’ msiterial
fund- _.wmchhashroughtabuu'tﬂle
.warming was nat;thought to -

V‘IE'WCI'S.

1 READING
Im B SHEED
JUNCRON 3 OFF B6 um
W BRISKOL HNCOLN
il CAXTERRUAEY B ANVERPOOL
B CARIRFF EANCHESTER
I CUATHAM N MERRY MAL-DDDLEY
a OHLOTESTER H NORTH SHELDS
u ONENIRY N MORTHAMFION
B Y o powcH
B DONCASTER 1l NOTTRICIIRM
M EAST YrLBwEOE N OLDHAM
W IDINRIRGH H PIIERSOROUGH
S GATESMEAD B POmoUTTH
B GLASGOW 7 PORRSMOUTH
A FUDDERSHED - Al FOOLE
» L I PRESTON

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0980 464 464 PPy nﬁ T

OF THE TNTEL

CD-ROMVERSION ONLY. MANLUNLS IICLUDED ON CD-ROM. 1 ASK INSTORE FOR DETARLS. § THE 7 CRHER THLES ARE BY VOUCHER
CoPER. Ra-STCRE LEARLET

STORE FOR DETALS, SFOR YOUR OLD PRINTER, SCANNER OR
TNTEL CORPORATION. ALL PRICES BNCLUDE VAL WRITTEN CREDT QUOIRNIONS AUMEAELF ON RECUEST

BY REDEMPTIOR, SEE

PC WORI D]

Mm“ﬂmmmmmwm
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“1 wanted to help children and
run my own business. Kumon
allows me to cnmﬂéne fne two

KUMON
MATHS -

Duemdmmddunzlghautthewtmg

@ looking for enthusiastic individuals sady. -
oemgres. in:theiy locol areas... _j_--mm e

Fareﬁwﬁy'armananpaak
. on 0181 447 9010. Intr

MW@M

" The, Suport of the world-leadei:in this
ﬂeld. Rumou lm over 2.5 mmio students

'. . Surtal'rle for cﬁlldren 0

« abilities -

. Clear focas on foundation
: self-disuphne and good study skills
contdd-%plwn Wan:l
oductory Meetings

lommnsdawtke tg:v

KUMON EDUCATIONAL UK, 5ﬂ1nmn,msnmss, IODHIGHS'IREET swm&m. Lonnon NH GE; »
TEL: 0181447 9010. Fax-ozsmreoao T

S

f all -ages and -

Skills;promotes

. . violation”, which had been ofg)
direct financial beneﬁt fo the
ely --chianiel. :

. hrofuiechannelbmndmst L
- daily between 4am and Ilam
- and daiming to reach- four
* roillion British bomes and 3

_a-._ ndandsnmeofﬂsregular"
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HOME NEWS 9

.. Wildlife at risk
4. irom pressure
- to cut water b

MINISTERS face. a show-- E NickNuttall - . ing them to beccrie sarginial-

down with their nature advis-

ers today over- the fate of e ised dixting review:
wildlife areas where damage ° TEPOrES on e i
gl TPOBONA S 0B
~_ English Nature has _id:'gﬁ-- Clashbetween - ﬁmfm msafwmmm m&t;gg
. mgtssgfwhtm oW -_'.'.' ST T T Urba.!‘l Wagie xm Tm[-_
' , LrbanWas - Tty

chedt;?yl?ywemhstacﬁon mlmms and -mg“,ﬁm_,n."m“_s
et pg polluted by ‘Ms. Fowler said that dam-

or - -

effluent - from 1 . % Hefre . owier St -

ﬁks. !myslﬂmrﬁtmwmem _ namf_t-.e adv_ls_ers age © SPE‘:]‘ Sites was
ustyy has a legal obligaticn . : " water-loving speci

to stop the damage” find ON Special sites - yess lagwings

alternative water spurces.and @ .. past 28 f

ggft";grw at trest- head today at a conference in -

h Drotect London organised by English

ram Tivers, fenland and wetland Nature and the RSPB 1o be cent- English Namre is

areas and their rich range of attended by = Michael. reaffirm its adviee thar all
wildlife. o Meacher, the Enviromment sites, whether of international
However. the sites have WMinister, Mr Byatt and repre- .or natfonal significance,

r t are | |7
become part of the price sentatives from consumer and covered under the Water In-

review by lan Byatt, the Water  water industry groups, dustry Ao 199L It will also

' L . Regulator, which will set cus- Mr Withrington said yester- urge.the public o write 1o | :

tomer bills for 2000 o 2005.  day: “It scems that the choice MPs, asking ‘them 0 put
on the Government

Environmental improvements  about which sites should be  pressure on
are widely believed to be cne  helped and whichonesareless  and the regulator o all
area where savings can’ be important -has ‘heen based wildlife sites hit over-

I

il

Asthmatic boy
does his bit to
clean up streets

By Nick NUTTALL, ENVIRGNMENT CORRESPONDENT

A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD asth-
matic launched a £2 million
government carnpaign yester-
day 10 cut air pollution and
reduce the risk of global

warnung.
Leon Valero, from Kinps-
London.

llness was a problem "all
round” and that car
es were the cause.

Leon’s family de not have a
car and w::::‘l b{he’}!ndﬂ-
ground er can.
His mother, Monica, a nurse,
goes to work by Tube. His
message was that osing buses,
trains and bicycles wherever
possible, instead of driving
oV was an obvious
way of reducing exhaust
fumes.

Leon’s appearance at a

conference in London
was part of the Government's
attempt 10 persuade people to
“do their bit™ for the environ-
ment by thinking about their
lifestyles. He will feature in
one of the press advertise-
ments that will run for the

next two weels, Mr Preseott
encouraged him to show the
slogan “Are you doing your
bit™ before promising io
show him around the House
of Commons.

The Deputy Prime Minister
said: “Everyone ofuscan doa
litde bit better, use our cars
less, switch off the dights. It
improves the envircnment
but, most iraportant of afl, it
helps Leon here breathe better
... Climate change and air
quality are two of our major
concemns.”

Small children suffered
particularly because of their
closeness (o traffic fumes, Mr
Prescort  added.“We know
that between 12000 and
24,000 people die from asth-
rha problems, which are made
all the more difficult by the
gases from cars.”

Mr Prescott admiticd that
Britain had poor public trans-
port, but said he would ensure
it was improved. A White
Paper on integrated transport
policy will be published this
summer with a2 consultation
paper on measures (o meet
¢limate change targets.

Agency that only special-inter- clear duty under the Water

est sites of European quality Industry Act 1991 for.com-

: need 10 be seriously consid- parﬁsmtaddeaﬂsits.both}

' erad. Officials admitted yester-  SSSIs and those with Earo- | -

I day that the guidance had pean listing.” ., e

y Whitehall. fo indude the River Axe in

David Withrington, senior Devon, home 1o the scarce

freshwater officer at'English short]leaved water starwort;

Nature, sald that meant only Swanbourne Lake in Arundel

about nine of the 79 sites Park, West Sussex, home to

would be saved, with the rest breeding and wintering birds;

' continuing fo face harm with  and the River Eye in Leicester-

i no real improvement in cus- shire;. ope of the last strong- |.
' tomers® bills. English Nature - holds for native crayfish.

calculates that saving all the Sarah Fowler, of the Royal

sites would cost zbout Society for the Protection of

£200 million,, or just 1 per cent. Birds, said yesterday that

of the water companies’ improving the standard of

. planned spending. - . . watery wildli sites should be | .

The dispute will come 1o 2 _a priority, rather than allow- |

S Shenff’smenclear

- tree protesters -
ST ENVIRONMENTAL protest- ‘and a S0ft wooden tower
( ers began 1o be evicted fram . , Eveiction of e activists, a |

trees and tunnels along the'  mixture of residents and vefer-

Thames yestenday as bailiffs _ . ans from the Newbury bypass
and police cleared a site for - and Manchester amrport pro-.}

{ were inst ~ borough £500,000. °
: plans 1o Tell 48 poplar trees'in’ - Last might nine people had
! public gardens that obstruct - been arrested for public order
| river views from 178 new- offences or for failing to atiend
homes at Kingsion upon - court over earlier protests.
i Thanm.suuﬂ-nwstlmdos.m  Abotit 15 remained in the trees
‘ - Al 5.30am, John Hargrove, - aod five in two tunnels. .
| the Under-Sheriff of Greater Fairclough council
! London, 120 police and 40 said the poplars had. existed
I security. guards hired by for 50 of their likely 70-year |
i Fairclough Homes sealed off span and would be. replaced.
] 4 theara;:lasz_(!s.henﬂ‘km; pm by 120 trees of other varieties.
| from half a dozen treehouses Photograph, page 22
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Labour wants mayor to |

be at Dome’s big day

MINISTERS nre planning to
bring forward elections for the
new London authority to en-
sure that the new mayor is
installed before the opening of
the Millennium Dome in
2000

John Prescott, the Deputy
Prime Minister, will present to
the Commons today a White
Paper detailin, D%the wide-rang-
ing powers
Greater London Authonty

The elections are due to take
place in May 2000, enabling
the Z5strong assembly to
begin working before the end
of the year. But Downing
Street is anxious to bring the
date forward to September or
October 1999. “The mayor is
the most visible symbol of the
new vibrant London the Gov-
ernment wants 1o project.” a
Whitehall source said last
night

Ministers feel that the new
mayor should be with Tony
Blair and Peter Mandelson,
the minister in charge of the
Dome, and other dignitaries
at the opening. “They want the
mayor in his or her nghlful
seat on the platform.” the
source said. “The eyes of the
world will be focused on

Ministers hope to bring forward the

poll to make the most of millennium

celebration, writes Andrew Pierce

London. The mayor will be
part of that focus.”

The White Paper on the
proposals, which would intro-

.duce the American-style bﬁ

city mayor t the Britis
political system, will include
provision for a deputy 10 be
elected by members of the
assembly.

The mayor will take over
some responsibilities for Iares
on rail. Tube and bus services,
He or she will also have some
input into regulation and fur-
ther privatisation.

Although the aythority will
not have direct tax-raising
powers. the mayor will be able
1o raise revenue from parking
fees and road tolls. The
assembly will be able to bluck
the mayor's Budget by a
majority of one vote. The
mayor will have a private staff
of about 15_The White Paper is

to name either the

site or, optons for the

authority's home. They in-
clude Admiralty Arch at the
foot of The Mall.

Londoners will be asked
whether they want an assem-
biy and a maycr in a referen-
dum on May 7. A clear “yes™
vote is

Leading candidates linked
to the post of mayer include,
for the Tories. Lord Archer of
Weston-super-Mare and the
former transport minister Ste-
ven Norris. Lord Archer hdsa
100-strong team of volunteers
ready to campaign for him.
Glenda Jackson, the Oscar
winning actress turned Lon-
don MP and Transport Minis-
ter, has the discreet backing of
Tony Blair. The broadcaster
Trevor Phillips is also in the
frame. Labour and Tory
sources say that their
shortlists are far from dosed.

“We may nol even have
heard the name of the first
Mayor of London.” a govern-

ment source said, Speculation
continues argued Frank Dob- -

son, the Health
say that he is not inferested.

The prospects of a maverick -
candidate becom-.
ing mayor has all but been:

ruled out by the new voting
system chiosen by the Govern-
revea it the sppeentary
Te! at the su
vunemeﬂmdwillbeadopwt:.rﬁ

will also include plans for 2

form of proportional represen-
tation. known as the addition-

al member system, to elect the ~

25 assembly members.
The supplementary vote

sysiem invites volers to pame -
a first and second choice. The.

Brstchoice votes go into a
second round. with the sec-
ond-choice votes of peaple whoe
backed the other candidates

distnibuted between - them. -

Whoever then commands

morethanSGperoentsuppnrt

is the winner.
Mr Blair has taken a close
interest in the development of

the White Paper. Hfthe London - |

experiment is & success he
hopes t repeat it in other
major cities.

: TRAVEL is obviously condu-
¢ive 1o capdour. Just as Mar-

"more relevant, more in
- than the it one™. But the
section was

That’s incredible

Mmmfwmmmmmwmmmw

Every month, someo‘he‘

S e

. Labour -

‘ain exhibits what they call an
ideological confusion. How
. can you say you are of the left
‘but welcome business in Gov-

.-"; emment? How can you help -

. the poor but say yon are in

"+ | favour - of wealth and -an

n_o'hﬂ; '
adherence to values,
g is no more helpfol as a -

& French given a
© revealing lesson.
§8| inle Blalrlsme

“know that change cannot be
want change to control them,

in the role ¢ TN
from lation 10 cquippmg
people T ecanomic change .
by on cducation,

g:esmﬂmtpmmolesmrk

and makes- it ' pay: - specific.
tackle socal ex-

measures to
dusmn.andanew:mphasxs
on en

busmmsmuonmdmk--

taldng Mr Blair defined the
rhuﬂwayas"mthmfaue

nor state control and rigidity, .
but an active government role

linked to improving the eny™

lpyablhty of the workforce™.

for the social chapter. -

you fook at the Gavern-
ment’s Tecord since May as
oppo@toﬂusdlemnc.the
third way boils down-

govemmentmvismon&e_'

ON POLITICS

cheap, financed by limited

redistribution aimed to bene-

“fit the working poor. The
major new

Government's

schemes — the New Deat to
help people back into work.
the childcare package and the

working faimilies tax credit —

would question _the-

are being financed by taxeson .- - '

privatised utilities, op-market . .

ples. But there is a reluctance
to raise tax rates or VAT.

The prorty is to -find -

““Eﬂ“m“‘“ﬁe
public Instea
armt of Whitchall is
enendedmmspadmdchndE
standards in scheols and in
the NHS: These have been

supplemelﬁed by high proﬁle :
projects such

-as the
and the new 24-hour health

_helpline, These aie desirable

in themselves, but they do not
cost much.
masmlsnotanu»gnvem-

. ment. It still means active
. government, bui with the

_cracial proviso that nothing
shouldbedonewalarmﬂle
mlddledag!s -

PETER RIDDELL

- that
_ sheuld continue to be set by

‘One pmt’ llIlllt backed

er’ the maximum permitted

“level, but call for a two-jer

- gystem with harsher penalties

- for those found to have a level
* higher than 150rg/100ml.

The' Lords committee said
drink-driving  limits

i __:ﬁlat.'_he ‘was “minded” to
- reduce the'limit to about one
drink. -~ IR

ror e
:.ilis TN

National Savings, PREMIUM BONDS.
EBZTMS ummmawmmm";;ﬁm“mwm“
1 Do you siready hold Prémium Bonkle? (pleass ok) Yes No [
. #MWWWWWL[ ]' I ! _1 | { ]—‘ m ‘
The facts about Premium Bonds are pretty lzmammmw - m_ﬁp . mmd . .
- 3 =l enciose a cheque crossed “A/C - .
incredible. T T TR T A e e ey | s T mﬂmmﬂ“ﬁm‘?ﬂ‘i‘;
This month, over half-a-million winners shared l onuu.mnwmr:’ Detta rﬁamzmhg,mm%wmr I . Z'(Gomnet,ﬂm
over £40 million in tax-free prizes. ,  Mumber [ 1 1 ' i r:[*_ L | ] neer.T | . NICK HO Y
-The minimum investment is £100 and the | sertta [ T T evoam [ || | ]mmmmm l - FORUM oA
maximum £20.000. 4 lwmmmumuNMdunmm. L_ . mmwﬁfw_ un:nwnm““mﬂdﬂm . i.
Over a period of time, a maximum holder can hope =~ ' Sowwe Date l ¥ anm 'M"““"“'”B““""’“"*“!"‘T:%-' ¥
1o win an average of 12 to 13 PRIZES A YEAR — and that's l S M . SETIBMD } . E;fms T " - _‘__' : ' e
tax-free. . : A T e . A T TR T O
, : Adrass in ful R e - K - . S
And what's more, you can get your money f - ' - AN} " Pos':mng-..__—--—-_—_' T T
back whensver you want. l Telephone number {useful I thers i & cuery) IMWMEMM”D” - A e
1 . -
I
]

Make sure you get your application in by the end B ¥ buying for & child under 16, give fivie of perentiguerdian MATIGHAL BAVINGS YaE: OnLY n.
of March. Then your bhonds will be in the May draw and M - Sumame el . .
All Torengmaes f e
avery monthly draw after that. You can use the coupon 7 Bhuggicra oremedto l_'L[_l_ T l-!tn!lnms
or buy at your local post office. mmwmmmwm"mﬂ T T I ] T ] f ' I_Ll—_l
Mhmu = . mm'rm 0 e 1
Premium Bonds @E™ nnrnmnr__mm_.,,_Ji,
T SAVINGS ' ||} cmEmsem.
The INCREDIBLE investment oppartunity, : N =l 5 _m,z /. Niek Hi GF.Q
—-_-%—._—-— . . ) g : um.ﬂ' s i
. mmmuuunmmmnmu — 2 NREE -mez' ;’im- mh‘:ﬂﬂ" “M: :::mml;. :
Any pacson aged 16 o aver can buy Premium Bands far themselves. 3""“@“@Dwammrcmlurenmumshymurparm(gmmmmguardm You should recelve the Bond and a copy-of the . {: | the venae, Piogse am-ﬁssﬂgrm ght .
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vaccine 1s
safe experts
~ tell parents-

BY IAN MURRAY, MEDTCAL ¢ _
md-anyuiﬂmedmrders. ne [ ]

THOUSANDS of chiidren
covld be maimed or killed i
they were not immumised
against measles, mumps and
rubella, parents were told
yesterday.

Sir Kenneth Calman, the
Chief Medical Officer, said
there was absolutely no scien- .
flcally sound evidence to
show a link between the

cases by doctors at thgkoyal
Free Hospital Medical School

cluding the work done at the
Royal Free, and concluded
that any link was purely
coincidental and there was no
reason to change government
advice that afl children should
be immunised.

*It would be dmdful if we
were to compromise the health
of children on the basis of
work which has not been
substantiated,” Sir Kenneth

said He was deeply concerned -

evidence that
there had been a dip in the
number of children being
vaccinated since publication of
the Royal Free report. “As you
reduce the immumisation rate
you increase the number of
people who are susceptible.”
Sir Kenmeth refected the
suggestion by Andrew Wake-
field, who led the research at
the Royal Free, that babies
should be given the three
vaccines separately. "I‘herels
no evidence of a relati
between the triple vaccination

said. “Giving the vaccinations
separa wouid mean three

against = disease which could
kill or maim. I am not
pared to encourage .
which might harm children.”
Sn'Jothamm chairman
of the § -Enceph-
alopathy Advisory Committee,

. who chairéd the meeting of

safe. "1 would sngnupmyuwn

-dlild.:entohnvem.ftheywere

the right a

Hesaid
more research because the
bowel diseases and autism
were such terzible conditions.

1-- Autism, which . was . most

feared by parents,

Jessica La Rochelle, left, and Jessie Terry, two of the teenagers waiting in the cold

BY ALAN HamILTON

THE Prince of Wales and his
o sons arrived for a skiing
holiday in Vancouver early
vesterday, with Prince Wil-
liam the undisputed siar.
The Prince, 15, received a
pop idel's welcome from the
large cowd, with teenage
girls screaming as if the next
monarch bot one were a
member of Oasis. Many had
waited i‘oruptns:xhaursm

temperafures
caich a glimpse of the shy
self-effacing Prince.

He had travelled by sched-
uled flight at the start of his
Easter holiday from Eton. He
met up with his father and
brother, who had travelled
separately for security rea-
provided

teenagers squealed with de-
Hght Jessica La Rochelle. 19,
who held up a sign prociaim-
ing “William, it's me you've
been looking for,” said the
Prince was “the British ver
sion of Leonarde DiCaprio. |
find his courage very sexy; it's
the way he has faced up 1o

Prince William: facmg
the crowd’s adulation

things.” Tara Woodman, 15,
said: “He's droo! material; he
has his mother’s good looks.
He is a real person, someone
you can relate to because of
what he has been through.”
Yesterday the young Prin-
ces visited a space explora-
tion exhibition in Vancouver
and later joined their father
at a recepiion at a marine
environmental centre. Last
night they were due to fiy by
helicopter o the Canadian
Rockies for a four-day private

| Canadians open season
on Prince Will hunting

. skiing heliday as guests of

the Westons, with one
photocall promised in the
hope that they will then be
left in peace.

OQueen Elizabeth the
Queen Moather once re-
marked that the chopper had
changed her life as conclu-
sively as that of Anne Boleyn.
Today the two red pot-bellied
Woessex helicopters that have
been in continuous royal
service since [969 are being
retired from duty. Advancmg
age means that they require
more and more expensive
majntenance.

The last royal Wessex flight
will take the Duke of
Gloucester on an official visit
10 the Imperial War Muse-
um'’s historic aircraft collec-
tion at Duxford, Cambri
shire. When it retums io its
base at RAF Northolt this
evening, the Duke will read a
farewell message to the crew
from the Queen.

From next month the
Royal Family will fiy to
official engagements in a
leased Sikorsky §-76, for
which no British equivalent
is available. The move is
expected to save at least
£1.8 million a year.

todevelnpﬁ'mnﬂtetunea

child was in its second year,
whdxwaswhmﬁevamna—
tion was usually given.
“Mostdnldren MMR in
the second year of life, so if you
selauagroupo[thmﬁor
other reason ﬂﬁ_ndthey

just coincdence or is there
mare to it? Our feeling is the
balance must be against it
beingmyﬂungo!herthana
coincidence.”

A statement from the Royal
Free said its medical school

that the school would coniinue
to sidy and care for children
with “the very rare assod-
atmn betwem autism. and

GPs beg for break
as night calls soar

BvOmMnmmoommmNDm

DOCTORS called on patients
ay to limit their out-of-

hours calls to real emergendies. ..

as a new survey showed the.

number of night visits by GFs -

had increased sixfold over the

past 25 years.

in one year 30 per cent of
patlentscalledthﬂ:GPmnof
hours, the poll by MORI for
the government-backed Doc-
tor Patlmt Parmership Cam-
paign foumd. It also showed
that the number of cut-of
hours calls made to GPs gver
Bank Holidays was 50 per

uenth:gherﬂ'lanmancrmal .
chairman’

day. Simon Fradd,

. of the campaign, madeaplea- :
for people to make sure their
medicine

cabinets ‘were fully

stocked before Bank Holidays.
Alan Milbton, the Health
Minister, $aid- that- the new
NHS Direct helpline, where
nurses took the calls and gave
advice or decided if a doclor-
was needed — which has been
on trial mﬂ:reea.reasfurﬂle

Now Look Who S
Talkmg

| home
Bring absent fumlly und fnends into your
undgsee those smiles for yourself with the new

Via1V Videophone

-
ViaTV Videophone is so 8osY to vee. It plugs into your TV
and fouch-tone telephone, using yoor normal phone fine.
And witen you call someane who also hasuViu'r‘\:“L
Videophone you can see one another while you ‘{“m _
ldedforkeepmgindoseconhdmihfnmly, wor
business. 1i's Ilghhnmghi and compodl, so fake ah\:?mi _
Videophone with you when you're away and call o

see your loved ones or colleogues at work. ,d"’b}

£399 inc VAL
Speciol offer £69% in VAT
phone now for further lnfon'"““"" '

0300 980 8889
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Camorra
preys on
trade in
exotic
animals

FroM RicHARD QOWEN IN ROME

POLICE, cracking down on the
Mafiz in the Naples area
yesterday found that crime
bosses are acquiring new sta-
tus symbols to supplement
their gold watches, Marcedes
cars and Arman} suvits: me-
nageries of lions, leopards,
pythons and other illegally
imported wild animals.

The Mafia craze for mini-
2005 came to light when 3 lion.
named Simba after the char-
acter in the Walt Dispey film
The Lion King, was found in
the garden of Raffacle
Brancaccio, a boss of the
Camorra, the Naples Mafia,
who was recently arrested and
is In prispn awaiting trial.
Brancaccio, whaose clan nick-
name is “Bamboo”, is known
for his penchant for the exotic.
Police were nonetheless star-
tled to come across the three-
year-old lion stalking the
grounds when they raided his

luxury villa in the Arenaecia
quarter in the old centre of
Naples. They called keepers
from Naples z00, who cap-
tored the 3521b lion.

Polive said Brancaccio had
had Simba since he was a cub.
Neighbours had protested, a1
one stage even calling in the
police, but Brancaccio hid the
lion and made it the centre of a

- growing animal collection

“His parden was a real me-
nagerie.” a police spokesman
said. “Simba was the largest
animal. but he also had rare
patrots, monkeys. snakes and
fighting dogs. including a
dazen pit bull terriers.”
Another imprisoned Ca-
morra boss. Giacome Tevala,
who lived farther down the
coast near Sorrento. kept a
large python, and according (o
local residents “ofien strolled
around the village with the
snake round his neck™. A week

ago police found a leopard ina
cage in the garage of 2 third
wellknown gangster, Vin-
cenzo Mazzarella, boss of the
San Giovanni quarter of Na-
ples. Mazzarella is on the run.
but had left the leopard behind
to guard his property. [t was
found "dishevelled and under-
nourished, altogether a sorry
sight™, palice said.

The lion, the leopard and
the python are now all being
cared for at Naples zoo. Under

a 1996 law Italians are forbid-
den to keep animals “which
pose a danger to public health
or safety™, including not only
lions and tgers i also
lemurs. kangarops, wolves,
bears and pandas. Ciro
Toiano, 2 spokesman for the
ftalian Animal Profection
League. said there was a
“multimillion-dollar criminal
trade in vare and exotic ani-
mals™. A street market held on
Sundays on the ouiskirts of

Naples deals openly but ille-
gally in exofic birds and
anirpals, Signor Toiano said.
“This trade is totally in.the
hands of the Camorra. Own-
ing an exotic animal is not
unly one of the biggest status
symbols in organised crime, it
is also a very lucrative activity
alung with drugs and arms
smuggling™,
Thousands of peuple have
demonstrated on the streets of

Naples and Palermo over the

past’ few days 10 protest..
agamst both memployment '
trime

determined drive - to urider-

that ° miine the Mafia dvér the past

fwdsnnlt. Police’ cracking

down on Mafia crime -last
week broke

occupied by mafiosi and dis-

'cnveredasem'etupulentllfe-

style heing fed behind the
dilapidated exteriors, with the
mocﬂst flats furnisbed -with

Persian carpets, paintings and

- marble Jacuzzs. La Repubb—

into “rundown
council flats in Naples illegafly

‘wives and

ﬁvey&a.rs.ltsboassshllwear
Versace and Armani suits and
Cartier and Rolex watches
encrusted with diamonds, and

-even Wwear designer tra::ksuhs
* in prison.

aLthur
hirn up
in court in fur_coats; designer
smgrassa and ' heavy: gold
ewellery thepapers.ld

- “When they

Italy in euroland as Brussels prepares to field virtuous first eleven

head osziw%

FIVE years of budgetary
sweal will pay off for 11
European Union states today
when the European Commis-
sion declares that they have
afl met the Maastricht criteria
and are fit for entry to
monetary union.

The long-awaited verdicton
the inhabitants of the future

“guraland” is a s&:cml relief
for Italy. where Govern-
ment of Professor Romano
Prodi has pulled out all the
stops and defied the doubts of
its Northern, pariners.

The Commission's [ist,
which embraces all woujd-be
euro members except Greece,
is virtually certain to .be
endorsed by EU leaders when

The economic goalposts have been

shifted in order to get the desired

result, Charles Bremner writes

they meet on May -2-3 under
the chairmanship of Tony
Blair to fix the final details for
the currency launch next Jan-
uary. Greeee is aiming to win
entry by the time nofes and
coins are issued in 2002, while
Denmark, Britain and Swe-
den, although eronomicaily
qualified, have decdided to stay
ouiside. |

Sweden’s case sefs the scene
for future trouble for Britain

bemusetheCmtnhmlgmnnns
expected to say the Swedish
crawn has aof qualified for

. membership hecause it does

net belong 1o the exchange-
rate mechanism. The Maas
tricht treafy sets two years”
membership of the ERM as
an eniry condition.

The rule is .a convenient
device for granting Stock-
holm its wisk to stay out
because, unlike Britain- and

Denmark, Sweden was not
granted the right to opt out if
meeonomypassedﬂleMaas-
tricht “convergence™ tests.
Britain maintains that non-
membership of the ERM will
be no bar to its fature mem:-
bership because a 1993 re-
vamp made-the rule obsolete.

For critics of the currency,
the presence from the start of

Italy, Spain and Portugal, the -
so-called

Club Med stafes
which bave shaky fiscal

records, adds to the risk of born budgetary
‘ Belgium’s national . debt,

tension inside the new curren-
cy zone The architects. of the
Maastricht project had envis-
aged that the.currvency would
start with an inner core of

historically strong £

clustered around the German
mark.
ltaly’s coniinuing weak-

ness, symbolised by its steep
national _debt. is expected ¢Q

be hi

report
. Monefary  Tnstitute

pean
{EMI}. the precursor to the
future E Ceniral

ted in.a separate

Bank (ECE). The Frankfurt

body “is. likely f0 sound a

‘diplomatic caufion over Tta-

ly’s ability to sustain its late-
virue, -

whiich stands equal to Ialy's

120 per cent of gross domestic

pmduet.saiso-likelgmb: o

y from the Euro-

are mnﬁdent d'uu the pl'B-
sure. to maintain rigorous

4

$2.783.268and$7 rﬁpec—

. tively over the same period

The study, published yaeter-
day by ngUS News 8 World |

-| Report tagazine, calculates

huwmuchpa:emsspend

child everyyea:nnttemssum

food, transport,

’as housing.

: cluthmg.heﬂlﬂmre.tuysand
‘recreation; daytzre
S:mha.ahonmmdbyaCamombosswh:chusedmstalkhxsgardmmtheoldcentequaphs:smwbemglookedaﬂermtheuty’smo

dica noted that, daprte the

Oontmvemally
also mcludes _"t’oregone
as a cost to be

..ammt of This is mlmlaﬁad |

asmemnnthatwwid have

‘actrued as income had the

father or mother not had

0 MU

: =§;l

== jnister™
be ke

takeumeoﬂ'fmmwurk or -

‘even stop working — to aftend
to the child at home. Econo- .

pIy.pmpkwhohaveduldrm

1 tend to have less time on their | :

hands to make money. .

Foregane wages, according
to the report, amount to the
single - cost  parents ',

. mists describe this category as Z._
" “apportunity cost”. Put sim-

highest
facs. Middie-income parents ;_ .

1 are caleulared jointly to “lose”
$996,567 over 2t years High
e »

parents, na
lose more — $1.885.454.
‘- The- hlggest burden- anss

. out of university fees, which

amoumtnnavaagemamtalof
§$157.831 for the fmm-year per- -
iod American students spend -

highest cost is housing, total- -

as gndergraduates. The next -

ling - $97.54%; expenditure on .

food amounts to $54,795 aver

1435).
.M,?Sﬂmﬂuslﬂtdofparm-
be-cured.

Mosteye-openin, g.hawever_
:rsﬂle-mwﬁspemmer.z}

yurson.mgs and recreation.
This: shows. perhaps, that
A.lmat'sdﬂdrm are havmg

- awhaleofanme.

Transig brings together the englneering
resources of two of the UX's foremost
signailing companies with the expertise
of a world leader in engineering project

management.

Railtrack is committed to building a railway
network fit for the 24st Century. hs £2.1
billion modernisation of the West Coast
Main Line requires a Train Control System
that allows high speed trains to run safely
and efficiently aver one of Europe’s busiest
mixed traffic railways. Transig is dedicated
to delivering this system.

Transig: a committed, tailor-made taam,
with a partnership approach, proven
expertise and the ability to deliver.

and an time.

Tansiq

West Coast Main Line modemisation calls
for a new generation signalling system.
The Transig signalling pariners have
pioneared advanced Fam control systems
woridwide. They cormnmand a significant
proportian of the UK's specialist
engineering resource with main ine
expertise in complex signaifing systems.

Transig has the capacily and the
application resqurces o geliver a safe and
effective Train Control System Lo Railtrack.
within budget. to agreed specification

Advanced tram control for
the West Coast Main Lme
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with “cromy capitalism™

Troika of

" preparing

resident Yelsin's shock ded
S1on to sack his entive Govern-

a of shad-
dayghm.abmmgnqmsgﬁmg

coup” began to surface. it emerged -

that the Government niay have been
surprised by its dismissal, but the
Yd!smal' .on.,..l Aﬂ-ﬂ\
ential cabal played a decisive role in
removal of Viktor
Chernomyrdin, the former Prime
Minister, and bis depaty, Anatoli

" Acen

adminisiation and ghost writer of
Mr Yeltsin's two. books, and Boris

- Richard Beeston reports from Moscow on
. a group of advisers, including the President’s
daughter, who have Boris Yeltsin's ear

-ak, a fnend

two years ago o help her father’s re-
election campaign and has become
one of his closest aides, particularly
during his Jong spells of illness.
‘During the t political upheav-
her as being in

" the thick of it even though the

publicity-shy mother of two has

_ made no public comments.

. Mr Yumashev, 2 former Joumnal-
ist, heiped the Russian leader o
write his two volumes of memoirs
apd was promoted to the head of the
Kremlin administration last year.

According 1o one analyst he has
since hecome “the son that Yelisin
never had™ and has been at the
President’s side throughout the
present crisis,

The third and most controversial
player in the troika s Mr Bere-
wovsky, a businessman who is esti-
mated to be worth about £2 billion,
who is heavily identified with the
“crony capitalism™ that emerged in
Russta after the collapse of
communisimn.

Mr Bererovsky, who controls a
larpe slice of the Russian ofl, media
and airline industrics, has been ar
odds with Mr Chubais since last
sommer over a failed privarisation
bid for a telecommunications com-

pany and a similar dispute with Mr
Chernomyrdin this vear over an oil
company.

Although he disanpeared to Swit-
zerland a few weeks ago, suffering
from 2 snowmobile injury. he re-
emerged recently. In an interview
published on Friday he predicted
that Mr Chubais had only ~days left
in government”, even though the
Russian leader had promised to keep
Mr Chubais in the Cabinet until
2000. On Sunday, Mr Bererovsky
returned and in a television inter-
view spoke of the need for“new faces
in the Govemment™ only hours
before Mr Yeltsin dropped his
bombshell, dismissing 29 ministers.

he daily Moskovsky Komsopr-
olets said: “The next day
Yeltsin seemed just a man
fulfilling all tha1 Boris Abramavich
Berezovsky told him the night be~
fore.™ The headline was: “What sort
of devil led Yeltsin astray?®
Yesterday the Kremlin was ada-

mant that Mr Berezovsky's remarks
and his return to public life were
simply coincidences and rejected
suggestions that he had once again
been shaping Kremlin policy.
Despite the denjals, few doult that
Mr Berezovsky was involved in the
sackings and is now lobbying furi-
ously to ensure that the nexi govern-
ment is stacked in his favour and
that the Prirne Minister is an ally.
One idea, reported in a newspaper
Mr Berezovsky controls, suggesied
yesterday that he may seek a Cabinet
position himself. Officials aiso said
that he was pressing for the appoini-
meni of Ivan Rybkin, a former
Deputy Prime Minister, whom Mr
Berezovsky once on the
Kremtlin's Security Council.
Nevertheless, Mr Berezovsky’s in-
fluenice has its limits and destroying
the old Government may be easier
than forming a new one. particularly
when every interest group in Russia
is lobbying the Kremlin for ils
candidate to become Prime Minister

Kremlin insiders plotted the downfall of Yeltsin’s Cabinet

Dyachenko: difficult to
underestimate influence
TASS

Most Russian
ministers likely
to be kept on

A CLEARER picture of the’

future Russian government
was beginning to emerge
terday after President Yehsyina;;
dramatic dismissal of his en-
tire adminisiration on Mon-
day. with the indication that
most ministers would keep
their jobs. But there was stl
no ammouncement of a new
Prime Minister. e
The only certain -victims
Mr Yeltsin's cull were Viktor
Chermnomyrdin, the outgoing
Prime Minister, who is t©
concenirate on political work
with his ent fac-
tion, Qur Home Is Russja, and
Anatoli Chubais and Anatali
Kulikov, First Deputy Prime
Minister and [nferfor Mimnis-
ter respectively, both of whom
were sacked hy separdie presi-
# dential decress. .
Under the Constitution, if
the Prime Minister is dis-
missed. the whale govermment
is automatically dismissed
along with him, leaving his
successor the freedom to pick
his Cabinet— in consultation

with the President. Thus Mr .

Yelisin had na option bu.lﬂ_:q

remove the. whole Govern- -

meny if he wanted 1o getxid of
Mr Chernomyrdin.. Speaking

New Cabinet
leader has yet to
be chosen, writes

Robin Lodge

in Moscow

yesterday at a meeting in the
Kremlin with S Kiri-
yenko, the Acting Prinie Min-
ister, Mr Yeitsin went out of
his way to praise two senior
Cabinet members, Yevgeni
Primakov, the Foreign Minis-
ter. and - Jgor Sergeyev,

. the
DefenceMinister. Healsohad -

a separdte  meeting
Nikolai Kovalyov, head of the
e, Iricating.ta: 10 Job
vice, Jo
Indeed, all ministers

Chitbais and General Kulikov -

have been iold o remain at
their posts unti] a new-govern-
ment is-formed.: Sergei Yastr-
thembsky;.. the” presidentisl
spikesman,  said - yesterday
that most of them would be

- and had
protest on April 9 to call for the .

vk

kept on. But a great deal will
depend on_ whpever Mr
Yeltsin: nominates as Prime
Minister, and last night there
were still no hints from the
Kremlin. Mr Kiriyenko, at 35,
incaperienced for e 1. 2
inexperien job, ai-
though he is fikely to remain
Frst Deputy. Mr Yeltsin is
certain to be assessing the
mood of the State Duma,

- wwhich must endorse his nomi-

nee or face dissolution and
new elections.

The Duma is vocally ex-
tremely hostile to Mr Yeltsin
organised a day of

Government's dismissal. - be-
fore being preempted hy
Mondays events. But with
mearly two years of their term
still to go, many deputies
would be reluctant to risk

This gives Mr Yeltsin much
more TOom {0 manoeuvre. In
the past. .most commeniiors
have ruled out the possibility

- of one of the radical reformers.,

such as Mr Chubais. his
fellow First Deputy Prime .
Minister - Boris Nemtsov, or
the liberal economist Grigori -

Yavlinsky being - appointed

______ i

Boris Yeltsin

Prime Minister. because of
Duma opposition.

Now, however, none of
these — with the exception of
Mr Chubais, who is our of the
running anyway — can be
ruled out. Much depends on
Mr Yeltsin's motives, whether
he is lpoking for 2 strong,
high-profile figure, who would

addresses his Kremlin staff

. + .

inevitably be seen as his
chosen successor for the presi-
dential elecdon of 2000, or is
simply after an amenable,
competent administrator who
will not oppose him.

If the former is correct, he
would incline towards Mr
Nemtsov or possibly even Mr
Yavlinsky — or a popular

5

figure like Yuri Luzhkov, the
Mayor of Moscow, who has
the additional advaniage of
being acceptable to most
Duma members, although he
has powerful opponents else-
where. But if he takes the
second oprion. he would be
maore likely to choose a lesser-
known bur able candidate

y. He indicated that he wanted some key binet mem to tay

from the regions. such as
Yegor Stroyev, the former
Communist chairman of the
Federation Council, the upper
house of parliament. or
Dmitri Ayatskov. the reform-
ist governor of Saratov. south-
east of Moscow.

Yesterday Gennadi
Zyuganov, the Communist

N LT
in the new government

Party leader who was defeated
by Mr Yelisin in the final
round of the 1906 election,
repeated his demand for a
government of national unity
that would include members
of the Oppositon and reflect
the views of the Duma. That.
at Teast, is on¢ option thar can
be firmly ruled out.

}  WORLD INBRIEF [

Man ‘sent death

threats to Gates’
A A s A et 15 o atimpt

ta extort $5million (€3.8million) from the -billionaire |

Varadarajan writes). Adam Quinn Fletcher, 22,

(I' Jetters in a month to Mr Gates,

from Llinois. sent four

ing out an imaginary then the
m.g&npmsemmssaymeyhaveasgnedmnfssm

RAF rescues ship’s crew

icosia: An RAF helicopter plucked the crew of eight from
E; Hon&At?ran-:egistezed cargo ship MV Demetrios I
when she was stranded off the west coast of Cyprus after
behgbuﬁetedbysmn-fmcewmdsapdheavyseas.ﬂm
police said here ay. None of the eight — four Greeks,

taken of in pairs. (AFF).
Contraband snakes seized

. Thai authorities seized about 4,000 live snakes
1;1':1nhad beg‘padoed into 84 air cargo crates to be shipped
illegallytoChhaandusedforfoodandmu_hune.'Ihe
snakes were rescued while the erates were being loaded.
Sorne Chinese believe that snake blood anqmerpanswigll
tmprove their health. Chopped-up snake pickled in alcoh
is a fairly popular home health tonic (AF)

Nairobi campus closed

University headed home
to riots. Some of the

in .which two

; hhouring Ugandza. The
obiect E:T:S?eru;dt:ligﬁﬁns pnﬁcy (Reulers)
Portugal’s cardinal dle

i Antonio
_(:arl:lu'lil}m:ri o of i By

two Pakistanis ~— was injured. They were | .

“West is defied as

- Serb forces take

" From ToM WALKER
"7 INGLOGIANI

o
-the infernational community

o as they. responded with heavy

firepower to an attack by
ethnic Albanians that left one
policeman dead.
Interior ' Ministry sources
said that in the subséguent
police reprisal at least four
-Kosqvplmglbanians ﬂ:‘?g! as
troops laid sisge to age
of Glogjani, south of Pec.
"Americen diplomats said
their contacts mufﬂ‘rgfu area
repoﬂed:a wave
{leeing across the nearby bor-
der into Albag'ea. of th
Verifying extent e
casuaities or the sire of the
exodus was impossible, but
with at least one ather aftack

* on polics yesterday

govern-
ment officials alleged that the
- Kosovars were seeking to pro-
voke the security forces on the
eve of today’s.Contact Group
meeting on the crisis in the
Y lav Federation.
‘%?ggjmﬁ. a commumity of
- about 5,000, was deserted save
for livestock yesterday after—
noon as shooti was heard in

the Haridinis, was

- gurrounded. They hintet that

" the family could have links to
- the Kosovo Liberation Army.
According to the Interior
Ministry sources, “z substarn-

- Kosovo reprisals

tial amount of arms and
ammupition was capfured.
The terrorists remain sur-
rounded and fighting is con-
tinuing™, they said.

Glogjani and Pec lie about

15 miles east of the Albanian
border and are ocuiside the
Drenica region, until now the
focus of the Serhs™ agtempts to
eradicate the guerrillas. Nev-
ertheless, the villages south of
Pec have long been a strong-
hold of resistance 10 Bel-
grade's authority. The Kosaovo
Information Cenire claimed
houses in Glogjani were
burnjng.
" While the real strength of
the guerrilla army is un-
known, the new Serbian Gov-
emment approved yesierday
has a distinetly hardline look,
with the ultra-nationalist
Vojislav_Seselj named as a
Deputy Prime Minister.

“Seselj in the Government
means complete  jsclation
from the world,” said Vuk
Draskovic, whose Serbian Re-
pewal Movement is in -
tion. “HeTl make the e
of Kosovo more difficulc

Milosevic is given
Albright warning

- Rome: On the eve of today’s
‘Contact Group -meefing m
" Bonn on the ¢fisis in Kosovo.
Madeleine Albright, US Sec-

"--ymudaymathc ailed to
meet the key demands of the

* big powers on Kosovo and
-} faced further p

1 end
Diplomats said that mdags
& E. hich Ms t

o

will chair, would consider
whether to tighten sanctions
against Belgrade and impose
further measures, incuding
the freezing of Serbian assets

" abroad. Ms Albright met

Lamberto Dini, the Iralian
Foreign Minister, and senior
Valican officials in Rome to
discuss the Balkans crisis. She
said that President Milosevic
stif} has a long way 1o go in
complying with the Contact
Group's conditions..

Lgd M

(No innew ;:.\:g'

esh—mavbe A
W

w1

Wit
\\: } :i

Getafree
[Lands’ End catalogue
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This Mesh Shirt is softer, sturdier, more deli-
cious feeling than our original Mesh.

‘Which had plenty of fans, mind you. {In the States,
we've sold over ten million of them since 1981.)

But at Lands' End—the Direct Merchants from
America—we just can't leave well enough alone,

So, not long ago we swiiched over to a fabric
that’s richer in cotton. Added a smooth jersey tape
at the peck. Touched up the tailoring. Strengthened
the seams...
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sumazatmadja, Indonesias for- winters day with thick fog just And resid
mer Environment Minister, ha.ngmg in the air. We feel rmm“ergﬂ:s. &eeisit:lg:'smafr
said last month. ) iethargic and sick and many 'Eelu'.isa.reumierspm-ﬂsdp:rslmm
Hundreds of soldiers and people have bad coughs. | Efforts to monitor th
thousands of avilians are They've even closed schoals ' .sr!rcadofmeﬁresﬂlmughd-n:‘.
| fighting the fires across Indo- . early for-the holidays and we . Taunch of a néw satellite tod
: nesia but they have been just dont know what to do "-"-W'Ebehtﬂﬁbybrl-iom::ly
i hampered: by a lack of water Qver the past five days, the 'whosmdﬂmtmemog
; after nine months of practical- | air poliution index in Brunei. - - MoW so t}ud:tha: sateuwas
5 ly no rain and little funds since  has registered 400, One Eng- " cotld dem :;s
4 the collapse of the exonomy.  lish family was toid by & blazebenea:h ¢
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White House attempt to protect Hillary rldlculous

From Tom RHODES
IN WASHINGTON

HILLARY CLINTON'S central role
in the defence of her husband was
brought into sharp focus yesterday as
the White House tried to invoke

the Monica Lewinsky controversy.
Part of President Clinton's request
last week to assert privilege on behalf
of senjor ajdes is said to have been
intended to prevent Kenneth Starr.

the independent prosecutor. from

g about discussions between
Mrs Clinton and Sidney Blumenthal,
a White House spin doctor.

These familiar with the investiga-
tion said that the White House was
hoping to rely on two previous
rulings 1o strengthen claims never
before tested in court that Mrs
Clinton should be protected by the
presidential prerogative.

In Uganda, Mr Clinton declined to
commen! on the matter, instead
referring questions to his lawyers in

Washington. But Republican critics
savaged the notion.

“This claim is ridiculous,” Bob
Barr, a member of the House judici-
ary committee said. “There is simply
no other word for it. Despite what she
may think, the First Lady is not an
elected official or appointed to repre-
sent one single American voter and
has no basis upon which to claim
executive privilege.”

The Starr inquiry, frustrated by
argumenis over executive privilege,
will be slowed further by the in-

clusion of Mrs Clinton. The effort 1o
protect her highlights the extent to
which she has been leading White
House damage-limitation and raises
the question of how her guasi-official
role sits In America's constitutional
framework.

Mrs Clinton has always been a
central player in the White House.
first during the disastrous manage-
ment of the President’s healtheare
iniative in 1993 and later as a
sometimes tacit but always influen-
tial defender in time of crisis.

Whmﬂlelmnskya.ﬁmrmpmd
eight weeks ago, it was Mrs Clinton
who ma.rshalled close - liberal asso-
ciates 0 organise a defence for the
President. Best in times of crisis, she
appeared on felevision hlaming the

controversy on a right-wing conspir-

acy masterminded by her husband’s
detractors.

Shehasbeensﬂemsmpel(nﬂﬂem -
"Willey, the former Democratic volun- |- tall :
geographically. to Jerusalem;

teer. described how Mr Clinton .
a.llegadlygropedherattl'ledmrto

handing.over more than 9per
1967.
David Ba.r-Iﬂan. Mr Net

Teim . éxtension

government
Moshe" I.ecrn. theMInede'm
tor-general etan-
yahu's oﬁm. later told Israel
Annyme radio that he su;

andtherelsnnreasmwhy

emnonumlly ﬂmys]mldnut

eentofl:helandoccupwdm.

anyhau's_ Communications -
Director. said that. the Jerusa- E

nﬂnrmﬂhadbe’enhnmnmdemd '
by the prewm;s I’.a.bour' .

pported
of Jerusalem.-
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At £7,599 would you
like us to arrange finance?
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Loggers -
blamed
as haze

Expatrlate families: ﬂee
chokmg_ Brunei smog

.T}!Emvsmddxﬂdrmof )

British expatriate workers in

Ill g4 " Brunei ; Forestﬁresandthebunmgoflandfor
re S ' leave thgrrehobl;:sga.n%rggg mtg . cultivation in Brunei have créated a
FroM A SPECIAL ‘country to escape a suffocating

CORRESPONDENT IN JAKARTA

I-‘EARSmo:mledyste:ﬂayof"

a repetition of last year's crisis
when smog smothered Sa:th
East Asia as it emerped that
Thailand and Malaysia are,

like Indonesia, struggling to .
. -worstofﬂlepoﬂtmon.‘{ester-

A blanks of smop farger
A
than the United Kingdom.
envelops the eastern half of
Borneo island. Fires have been
also detected in Sumatra.
Thailand and the Malaysian
peninsula.
“The situation is definitely
g worse,” Hartumt

-gettin,
Abberger, a German. fire-

monitoring expert based in the
Indonesian province of East
Kalimanian in Bornen, said.
“Satellite data shows there
are almost a thousand fires
raging in Edst Xalimanian

alone but the real figure is- -

much higher than this as the
satellires cannot see through
the haze,” he said.

Logging companies are
being blamed . for the crisis.
The El Nitio weather phenom-
enon has exacerbated the situ-
ation. “But El Nifio does not
carry maiches.” Sarwono Ku-

fires . agricultural

shroud of Indonesian smog .

tha.tdmdedoverﬂ"eouun
try last weekend
Sofa.rahandmloffamﬂnes
“have fled to. Bali and many
more are considering leaving
employed spouses behind: so
that.children can escape the -

day Drr Haji Johar Dato Haji
‘Noordin, Brunei's Health
Minister, became - the first
minister to be dismissed by
the Sultan, and with no official
explanation. N pers said
that the minister had failed to
introduce measures to protect -
people from choking fumes
drifting from. forest fires now -
enveloping Borneo.

British citizens in Brunei-
have reported that much of the
smog has been -caused by
within
the country itself and that the

“scale of the problem is being

denied by the Brupei and
Bqtlsh authorities. A source
lmn in Brunei with smalil

ren who refussd 1o be
named described how the
consman: stench of 2 bonfire

filled their house: “We wake -
 every morning to the smell. -

up
QOutside it looks like a freezing

_smkmg fog leading to Jeth: sickriess
andbad coughs wn!m V:;‘%ya F!etcber

Ma.laysran doctor to-evacuate

the childrexi if levels-exceeded

150 APL. The socrce said that-

- the High Commistion in Bru- .
" nei had admitted thar it was
. notwanmannshfarmhesm

.leave becquse it feared ‘repri-
sals-from the Sultan; who was
.anxious {0 downplay the sia-
tion..- The
“Because there has been such
.a stark silence from the ajl-
sides about the smoke and.

-what -we should do, it has

made everyone much mare’
fearful ”

Amégricans living in Brunei
have been told they may have

:talmve.mdgamasksare

be.mg sent to fa.mxhes remain-
mg Ihere.

omana.reamperuentl:hesme

of Brimain, the enfire region
W'Bntlshcomumtymleave

source . said: -

l.mhea.lthy mhazardous How--
ever, in recent a second
wave of fires have been started

by. the vast logging and palm-"-
uﬂmlfnusms% pa ’
to-plant M a.teasof_
e crops. Many )

dt:sl:l'oyaﬁl!.'Jylasty&ll.l'sreg1 fires

are now burning.

DrStephmHaward,d'ne

‘Senior Forest. Officer for the ~
.. 'World Wide Fund for Nature.
" fesirs ‘that these new

fires,
combined with El Nifio, could

beoomefarmoresenuusﬂzan‘
.. last- 's. If. as some re-

suggests, global warm-
ing.and El Nifio are related
‘and the rainy season does not
arrive this year, then the long-

.term  problems- would be
Indmxa last- yesr, ‘wiping’ -

catastrophic.

ggm&medmu@tm

-gripping the whole
dedmtl:leprmu.remgjgnnthe

.All'.hough official estimates

m - Sug tha.t waler will be
R - for miore than six
_.months many -locals fear it

“will ast Jittle more than three.

Brazil shunned ﬁreﬁghtmg a1d offers
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Cliﬂto:n
says needs

Africa
ignored in
Cold War

Fnom Davip ORR IN MAKONO, UGANDA

BILL CLINTON yesterday -
came the closest an American

President has yet come o
apologising to Africa for slaw
ery. “The United Statet has
not always done the right
thing by Africa,” he said

during - a twoday vish to
Uganda. “European. Ameri-

cans recejved the fruits of the ed an
slave trade, and we were :

wrong in that.”

In recent days his host in
Uganda. President Museveni,
i
would achieve little by apolog-
ising for enslaving mullions of
Africans during
tury. He added that the US
would do better to increase its
trade with Africa and invest
more in the continent.

In his only public address
during his Uganda visit, Mr
Clinton also d:lp!ored Ameri-
ca's treatment
the Cold War, saying his
country ‘had sacrificed the
needs of Africans i US strate-
gu: interests.

"Ihe blggest mmake the

ton ioid a.

capital, Kampala-

his wife, Janet.
Mr
the past cen-
heli

Alrica during
tic “issue for the

Linited States ever made with
Africa was neglecr and misum-
derstanding," Pmsldent Clin-
g of 5,000
adults and ‘children at Kiso-
wera primary school near the

traditional Ugandan material
macde from tree bark. On it sat
his wife, Hillary, and beside
thém PresidentMuseveni and

arrived aboard a US Marines
down be-
hind the school. On the out-
skirts of Mukono town, it is
menfanumbertobemﬁt

» touching

Edumucm. the main domes- .

Ugandan

: Gwenunent. was the chosen
topic of President Clinion's
speech. As & result of Presi-
dmt Musevem's Unnfersal

an:uy Education (UPE) ini-
tiative, Uganda's school popu-
Tation doubled last year 10 5.3
million sudenis. The charis-
maric Ugandan leader has
g:)rrmsad free education to
children in each family.

President Clinton promised
thar Kisowera primary school,
which has neither electricity
nar telephane lines, will soon
be comnected on the Interner
with a2 schoal in America.

He told the children that
they would be prawded with

compaters that would enable
them to communicate with a
school i  the
Maryland.

The pledge to help the run-
down school outside Kampala
is part of a $i20 million (£72
million) initiztive to fund edu-
cation in Africa announced by
President Clinton.

Having visited some class-
roams, the Clintons were es-
corted @ a paddock pear by
where tribal singing and danc-
ing was taking place. “Wel-

state of

come to U'ganda, have a nice
time,” the pupils sang as Mr
Clinton, wearing a dark suit
and a straw hat, and Mrs
Clinton, clad in green, took
their seats.

The couple showed every
sign of enjoying the spectacle,
though seemed rather be-
mused by the fervour of some
of the lyrics.

“Oh, dear Americans.”
willed the children, ~“we are so
hopeful; your presence here to-
day in Uganda promotes co-

The Clmrons. with Pmmdent Museveni of Ug:mda and his wife Janet. watch children perfurm traditional dances ata schuul near Kampa]a

operation. Mishandling
funds. misinterpretation.
shortage of classrooms and
teachers, prevent UPE from
flourishing. Provide materi-
als, maintain funds. train
more teachers, sensitise Upan-
dans, unite and work hard.
We thank Museveni; we thank
Americans. Support UPE!
Suppert the righis of the
child™

President Clinton is on the
second stage of a six-nation
tour of Africa — the first 1o the

ontinent by an American
President since Jimmy Carter
visted West Africa 20 years
ago. This moming he is due 10
make a brief stopover in the
Rwandan capital. Kigali, w
commemoralte the victims of
the 1994 genocide.

Before the couple leave for
South Africa, the President
wil] attend a regional summii
for East African leaders in the
Ugandan capital.

Leading article, page 19

Fuel crisis threatens Abacha junta

FIIDMSMPIKILE\’
INI.AGOS i

NIGERIA'S Iargst city was paralysed for
G Rt T i
sions an violent s es
between police and army — upon which
the country's military leadership relies ta
stay in power.
Police in Lagos used teargas and ﬁred
five rounds into the afr to disperse
g students as tempers over the:
lshunagesoa:ed.'[nslgusthatthe
Government's supparfers . couid fum:
against it. there weré clashes betiéen
police and soldiers-when fhey barged to:
thefrumofmﬂe-lungqueusmﬁghtgver

~petrolpump  hoses. Ysterday Lagos=
military governor put an exira 2,000
police -on standby amijd-fears that the

Juma's grip on power was slipping away. -

Sorne motorists spent.their third and

fourth days in cars wai for petrol o
be imported mﬂte'worldﬁlﬂllargestoﬂ

- producer. For most Nigerians. there can

* be no-better Mustration of the corruption
and ineffidiency of General Sani Abacha’s
Government, which ook over in a 1993

-coup. While individual ministers, and the -

President himself, have raked n hun-
dreds of millions of pounds on contracts

“t0 import refined of, and éxport crude,

Nigerians have nothing.
Anwrdmg 1o dlplomam: and vil indus-

try sources, only one of Nigeria's five
reﬁneneslsworlung,and that at 50 per
cent of capacity. Money set aside for
refinery maintenance has been siphoned
off into the private bank accounts of
General Abacha’s friends and allies.

Yesterday the general appeared to’

acknowledge that the crisis threatened

_Nj ias stablhty He announced that

ions of tonnes of fuel was being
rushed to the city of eight million le.
Bur he showed no sign of responding 1o
entreaties by the Pope — during a three-
day visit that ended on Monday — that he
release more than 60 political prisoners.
and continued to crack down on

opponents.

French envoys

are accused

Paris: The French Embassy
in Kigali prevented its troops
from rescuing threatened
Rwandans, a committee of
MPs investipafing France’s
possible role in the 1994
Rwandan genocide was told

rdgdlplnmalswertae-
cused by André Guichaoua, a
umiversity professor then in
Kigali, and Claire Vidal. a
social scientist, of turning a
biind eye fo the killings and
of being manipulated by the
culprits. (Reuters}

UN forced out of Kandahar

From ZaHID HussalN
™ KARACHL

THE Unired Nations has been
forced 10 close its programme
in Afghanistan’s Kandahar
province hecause of repeated
armacks on its staff and con-
stant harassment by the rul-
ing Taleban Islamic Army.

A UN offictal in Pakistan
said yesterday that the organ-
isation was withdrawing its 14
international workers from
the provinee, which is aiso the
headquarters of the Taleban
Islamic Moverent. The deci-

sion to pull out came after
Taleban officials assaulted the
UN staff on three occasions
and ordered Muslim women
workers to be accompanied by
a close male relation.

One UN staff member was
slapped across the face and
another was injured when a
Taleban official hit him with a
table. In a third incident an
Afghan official threw a coffee
pot at a UN worker. Last
month Taleban expelled two
UN Muslim women workers
from the country.

Sarah Russel for the UN,

said in Pakistan that the UN
had written several letters of
complaint to the Taleban au-
thorities. but the repeated
assaults made it impossible
for the UN work 10 continue.

O Kabul: Shia Muslim mili-
tiamen fired yesterday on a
demonstration against fac-
tionat fighting in northern
Afghanistan. At least ten
people were Killed, indepen-
dent sources said. Up to 2,000
protesters had gathered out-
side a building belonging to
the Interior Ministry in
Mazar-i-Sharil. (AFF)

DOUBLE OSCAR

WINNER

BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY

BEN AFFLECK & MATT DAMON

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR

ROBIN WILLIAMS

«g() WELL WRITTEN, SO PERFECTLY PERFORMED
AND SO SUBTLY DIRECTED.

1T ISN’T JUST GOOD;, 1

ROBIN WILLIAMS

T°S OUTSTANDING!”

LHEENPRESS

MATT DAMON

GooD WILL HUNTING

MiNNTE DRIVER STELLAN SKARSGARD

BEN AFFLECK

The hardest thing about
new central heating is leaving it behind

instail central heating
> now, pay September 98
{after 10% deposit)

before 2nd May

* Buy new central heating
then nothing until September "98”

-ﬁm.ifyoumonse,spreadmeqostovaﬂ—mmonﬂls'

* Save £123 off new central heating worth £1,500 or =
more (including bofler)

= Or receive 3 FREE shower (normal price £249) when
you order new central heating worth £1,500 or more

From the company that keeps
you warm inside

now ard pay only 10% deposit

* No-quibble 12 month guaranteg including a year's
FREE Three Star Service Cover'

= Call 0345 754 754 for a free no-chiigation qubtation

£123 off or
FREE Shower

( or post this coupon today \

Mo stamp reaumod.
1 would fike 2n appoiniment with a Technical Advrser l:]
| woud Wke mone snformation about gas
cantral heating D
Noms i/ s/Ns}
Tenny
Tel No [day)
Tei No feve)

¥ you oy s wish Lo be advised of ottvwr products o Bntish Gas
v othar raputi onganisations tick fa L]

Please compiote and rewmn Hx Btish Gas Servwoea,
\mem.wmwwmrm

annm

British Gas ﬂ

Services

.
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Why football needs women
and women need football)

The resignation of two
disgraced football chiefs has
revealed that soccer may have
at last woken up tfo the value of
female support, says avowed
fan Bridget Harrison

f the tion of the
Newcastle United direc-
tors, Freddy Shepherd
and Douglas Hall. has
proved g. it is that
despite football’s macho sta-
tus, it needs women. Of all the
scathing and lewd remarks
the two men made © an
undercover journalist, the line
that stuck hardest in the
collective throat is not their
fondness for extramarital
tortie or their contempt for
loyal fans. but their dismissal
of Newrcastle's female popula-
tion as “dogs”.
That, in the end, has been

than Prozac. The potential
delight of foothall dawned on
memon?ihut a&;rhpoon wslg
Engtand were playing
land in the group stages of
Euro 56. While my girifriends
and 1 a barbecue. a
mob of boys sat in a darkened
e by e s
incessant
din of the telly, and the
Iazmtssofthemen I decided
to ‘wage war. But just as [
began my tirade, I caught
sight of Gazza storming, ball
before him, defenders in pur-

e eemars insult only doss and whacked it to
i it
the dty’s men by . the back of the net
questioning their  The joy =~ with the other. |
tastemmbé;t tracks. Thin l:lli
more . The sta
it offends women. 0-‘_E football um: exploded, the
e boba  TUtmeone RSN,
because while d : surge of patric-
many have discov- ay seelng tistn. | could barely
ered the and E land : name half the
mmpx ng 1N jand squad, but 1
e i e FUr096  Snanmain s
muptulhevalue . Fum%unfolded.l
‘emale support. ound myself un-
Women now makeuponrein  able t resist joining crowds in
eight of the tors wawch-  pubs, singing Football's Com-
ing FA Carling Premiership ing Honte while the

matches. Women report and
commentate on football, and it
is not just other women who
take their views seriously. The
BBC's current drama, Playing
the Field, which is about a
female football team, attracted
more than eight million view-
ers in its first episode.

And now that football has
reinvented iiself as a family
game with all-seater stadiums,
wamen_have understood that
the notion that football gives
men an emotional escape
valve might apply to them too.
As a pid:}ntlﬁ-eup. a sound
thrashing of oppasition is
cheaper than therapy and
more of a known quantity

air with each fist and

dirplane movements to the
tune from The Dam Busters. 1
then realised that the old cliché
about a womans Saturday
night being ruined by Maich

‘of the Day does not always

ring true.

The patriotic fun of support-
ing England is easy o explain,
but for most fans Internation-
als play a small part in footie
love. Having a passion for the

is more about
ication 0 Your Team, as 1
began to understand when I
moved to Shepherds Bush and
found myself five paces from
the imposing blue walls of
Loftus Road stadium. home of

Gameforalaugh.'l‘il.lyBlyﬂ:mndBndgetHamsononﬂmrwathPR.Oneme;ghtsupporters:snowaﬂemale :
when her team dosn‘t per--| ‘b

Queens Park Rangers. Stll
convinced that football was as
tedicus as the boys I knewwho
spent hours arguing about
team placemenis and transfer
fees, when male Hiends of
fered to take me 0 a match, |
accepied out of curiousity.
QPR were pla_nng West
Ham United on April 27, at the
guilgébﬂleHPne_mia'shipsmso;lf
in . Having no grasp
the rules, T spent most of the
maich scouring the pro-
gramme for pictures of the
best-Jooking players and, [ am

now ashamed to confess,
missed the final three goals
QPR scored in the Premier-
ship because 1 was reading
about Trevar Sinclair's model-
ling assignments lor Top
Man. So furious were my
male chaperones that they
swore they would never apain
waste their time takingme o a

I decided that } couldn’t care
less, umtil the regular Satur-
%&"“‘“’m i o et vader

to Eﬂ my
skin. Each week. normally

The pinnacle of Yamaha’s
100 year musical hersitage:
instruments you can’t hear

his i no April Fool. After years of making instruments the whote warld wants to listen to, Yamsha's unique
blend of craftsmanship and technology has created a range 1t doesn't have to. StHient Sevles represerits a
new order in instrument developsment. Practice in private, inside your headphones, whers every musical nuance
i faithfully reproduced. And outside, barely 2 whisper, the worid doesn't notice. It‘sagiamleapfurmmicldﬁd.

a blow agalnst noise polflution.. buy one for your neighbours.

Silent Series
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- One girl -
- lefther
" boyfriend
fornmot

form. Seven of the

fans who died atHﬂJsboruugh_

were female. .

Ateva'ymatdx'l! spot’ the’ | find #
gir] in the Lower Loft at |

QPR. She dresses meticulous-
ly inblack and hasa facefikea |.

every mimute. Then [ caught |
sight of her once, just as we’

had scored a goal and saw that
she was leaping up and down,
grinning with’ uncunslrnmed

itornor.ferm!cintusthas"

{ ciguis. -The- deﬁamiy smg!e Sngle -
"lobby is-a case In-point. Who -

- contdn't honiestly declare that.

'ﬂmmadmmgesmﬂie"_i:mposes

- . yet, significantly, ltmn"tbea.
§ mm;:lene ar sausfaaory

aver ot

shm:ldameptl:ha.t:t'sachowc

Butitmakesmewonder;__

_ -mmak:wedon’tchonscto
" suffer exactly.

“put to feel

no impediment 1

marriage

. this. But what men feel as one
: disadvantage of martied life—
- and which women find so

m. . .- . -

.. Yo could argue that that is
exactly what the single life
offers: to do what you waat, as
. you Iike it. But what I want are

- -the benefits of solitude — the
- lagk ofeﬁm‘loreyelma' the

only with cong;

. relaxation —
.. pany. A-bit.of geishaiike”
attendance,

some sympathetic

" fawning, -seems & perfectly
Thatmlyltuotmdpeaee- _ reasanable trade-off
1 ful cohabitation xouch, but we

o me

"Dcn‘rtheysayﬂmtmamage
prmmse"

jlsallabnutm

Morallty and l.ollta

lDONThéﬁcvemhanmng manchonesty,nsadangmus
_things: T'd be aihappy to bive - thing. A book is different: this
“in a society in-which the frst - - book is different. It siill poses
instinct was to censor. T dont,. difficulties I think, but with a
of Lolita should. have ‘beer ™ or brilliance, those difficalties
refused & certificite, But ¥ am . -are insurmoumtable, -
shocked at the speciousnessof . ~Sociaf historians may
the argement in its defeirce. * abott whether child sex abuse
Apparently, ﬂlepolmagg it actually o&:“ﬂle im:n;nse
child . psychiateists " d 'lmanyargne it is just Jess
ot helieve quhnﬂunhe'ﬁhnmwuld mnmaled)butthcﬂseof
_ e v
& . child psychiatrist being
eonsulteﬂtlt_isﬂ:c‘}iacdophile
that is:the issue beve: .
Idon‘tslyﬂmtﬂ:eﬁlmwill
“exiicerbate” such behaviour.
brat I worry about the reconcil-"
-} iation of moral -with dramatic.
exigericies 1t
night make:sense to iy W
.thow why ‘an adult man feels
‘|- Justified in having sex with a
child: bur morafly it begs:afl
.'sm}sofgwlg;:smnym
%0 p
.__m"!'_m_ fles do "

Dubai City hotel

-Giea Pyramids area 16 April

-mmeysz,smmmf 1
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Los Angeles is a great place to be if you’ve been nominated
for an Oscar. But otherwise, it is simply terrifying,
says Kevin Bacon. Interwew by Ban'yWigmore

e\nnBacumsful]oi_ .

angst. §t is seven
months since he last
worked on a film.
H.ls most recent job ‘was
WIing a carioon of S
Spmeforlus daughter's bi
day cake. Now he has to get
his work of art reduced
because the Nﬂ" York baker
says it is top o
lmngmmmemisca m?ym
“My daughmr loves the
Spice Girls,"” says Bacon with

agrm. “s0 this is, like, my job;

ﬂghl"MYJob-'Suyea.h T want

go back o work Its
d!fﬁcu]t. though, hecavse
we're a very.close-knit family.”

He scrawches his head. -

“Maybe I1 have 1o find
another baker.”

The film credits to Bacons - -

name are impressive. Since
bursungonioﬂ'lesueneasa
teen idol in the 1984 hit

Footloose, he has played key ]

roles in a string of
movies: JFK, A FewGaod

Men, The River Wild, Apollo”

I3, and Murder in the Frst.
He made his name spec-

lalising in psychotic weirdos — .
characrers —

t“utd‘ly edgy

then showed that he ocmild”
transform himself with more -

complex roles.

Today, as if to perpetuate
myth,

the “weird” he is

dressed in black. A long, lean-

man, without an ounce of fat,
in black jeans and T-shirt and’
black suede shoes. A black
leather jacket is draped across
a chair.The only contrasis are
white socks, his sandy hair,
electrified into a wayward
cockscomb, and the piercing,
pale blue eyes with which he

" surveys you

It is the dress of an Ameri-
can biker. You expect a Har-
ley-Davidson 10 .be

againstthe kerboutside witha

gang of fatthful followers wait-

mg o roar off into the wild -

night. lt is a huge contradic-
5 Hon the ible,
thoug,htful manheis.

Bacon has starred with

Dusiin  Hoffman, Kevin
Cosmer, Tom Crujse, Tom

Hanks, Meryl Smreep and .
Demni Moore. He has aver- |

aged more than two Gims a
year for 20 years. But he is szill
afrmd hesays Of what? Of

_rustabauremthmgmm _

m.'s ‘West Coast tmmeiaml. i

Butmostofaﬂ.uffaﬂum
“LA scares the hell ouf of

me,” says the man who has -
played‘r:lrlxreﬂ:anlusshanof

*On a physical fevel, I geta

tremendous amount of anxiety -
when 'm there: | always have.

“Failure scares me. That
fear of not succeeding.™ He
pauses, with a crooked grin.
“And akes. [wasmthe
lastea.rd!quake.outﬂ'lerema
movie set. and then all

.thmuqh the tremors after-

wards. That. and a lot of stuff

sits in the hi; se safety of a
Manhanangbn ﬂymm.

mwxes.butlnn'tpullpeople

in: Immn.nntmthany}und .

‘of guarantee " He pauses and
thinks a moment. “At least not,
you know, this week" He

“There are.
stars who

~ put bumns
on seats. I
am not one
- of those”

amlamﬁmfms.ulifn:

‘course of a career, an actor
spendds 2ot more time being
unsuccessful than being suc-
. . cessful. Unforturiately. that's

Omoryouhave landed
“the lead Ina neilvuﬂSmme
film: But you feel that way
maybeonemmﬂ:mevuyﬁve

‘Telling Lies in America, Ba-

con's latest starring role, -
which he finished the
extended period of “resting™.

in PBritain soon,
and set in the early days of
tock n*toll, it is about crooked
disc the

and the payola' scandal that

followed. - -
lnlt'Baonnplaysmm‘nerof

This quirky characters, amm-

jockeys, the backhanders *
they demand 1o plug remrds.

su'upl.llws disc jockey wn.h a
mm'eruble and 2
of taking bribes,

days when Dis_
- hadanmnnnuusmﬂuemenn
ht and ..

what teenagers
bought, ‘and much of

Bacon decided early in “his
-career on the kind of actor he
wanted 1o be. As a teenager he
moved 1o New York to work as
a-waiter and study acting. He
was soon offered a part in
National Laripoon's Animal
House. It was such a sucress
that it spawned a television
sertes called Delta House, and
he. was offered a Jong, far

. coniract o join it. -

At the same time he was

offerad a ten-word, walk-on .

partm a_theatre workshop
vy with a two-week run in

New York. Hecalled his agent -
and said he was taking the

“play: -
- But the movies kept court- .
ing him. Footloose followed -

Animgl House, and Bacon
found he was one of the few 10

. have fought to get his picture

off the front cover of the US
showbiz snagazine People.
¥ didnt respect it, you

"know. And I was not ready m
* embrace being a pop star, feen

idol, sex symbol, because it
was somehow undermining
my seriousness,” he says.

“Of course now I'd love to be
an-the cover of. But
they dont wani me So the
only time it happened was
with Footioose.”

isdecisiontobe a
serious actor was
followed, he ad-
. mits. by ten years
of strange movie choices, some
of them awful. But during that
tiroe hemade Lemon Sky aTv
film for America’s “arty” chan-

" nel, PBS. His co-star was Kyra

Sedgwick, best known for
playing ite Tom Cruise
m Born on the-Fourth of July,

" and John Travolta in Phenom-

erion.

. . Bacon and Sedgwick have
been married for ten years and
- have two children, Travis, 8,
“anid ‘Sosie, 5. The family is.
* Baton - says, "myreasanfor
fikn,  being”. They split their time .

between Manhattan, the Con-
necnunfarma_ndl.nsAngeles.
when the work tzkes them
there, ‘Summers are best
beea'meaﬂ.ﬂ\e family travels

together. -
“I'm very old-fashmmai. he

ill-equi to be married in
mé:’?}dm”.mamm

H.'s:l'f‘m

Join
"'wms PROVidental

i1 cove
{ . emergendies. All fro

a '-. reimbursement for 70U
. . Another answer 0 your h
morc‘ Call free and thhout obligation.

WPAnswers

0500 41 42 43

Betoeen 8am - -6pm weekdays quoting TI 25M

People are happy WlthWPA

_ Toutine dentistry such as
red for serious 20
m &1

Smile all the Way to the dent:lst.

the PROVIdental PerSOnal Dental Plan!

Personal Dental Plan pays towards those bills for
check-ups, t‘ilhng,s and exiractions. And you're
d expensive dental problems and dental
73 2 week. Your beneﬁts mclude up to £135

tine dental charges.

@R

Lavliljcaty Mumoar [P L}

ealthcare needs from WPA. We have magy

lo thlg in Hollywood

marries someone in her 20s. 1
say well, wait, wait dll youre
40 and marry someane it her
20s. Women are so rmkh
" faster io be emotionally ready
for commitment. Of course,
I'm generalising here,” he
adds hastily.

As he waits in marial bliss
for the right role to come
along, Bacon has launched

- into a musical career with his

brother, Michael. The Baoon
Brothers have just cut their
first album. Called Forosoco,
it is 2 mix of folk, rock. soul

You would think his fame
would open music industry
doors. Not so, he says. “For
three years we've played small
clubs, 400 seats, 500 seats, and
sometimes big venues, open-
ing for another band. Bur we
? turned down by major

bels all over the place.

“Jon Bon Jovi plays back-up
on our record. and he's gof a
similar experience the other
waymund He wants to act but
jt's tough getting the movie
industry to take him seriously.”

So, Bacon waits for the right
film offer to comie aJong, or his
record 1o make it in the charts.
And while he waits, the movie
star potters around at home.
He has put up a cupboard
with a wonky brar:kel. ridden
his horses across Connecticut,
and walked all over Manhar-

— looking for & baker who
am draw a picture of 2 Spice
Girlt :

@ Telling Lies in America apens in
London and selected cinemas on
April 3

DA-’!D'ROSE:EYC:MA

ARTS

How the
cultural
polyglot
Michael.
Morris Is
bringing the
cream of the
Western
world’s avant-
garde to
Britain’s
stages
Pages 35-37

For a relaxing change of scenery this

EASTER

look no further

Fanoy eseapisg to somewhere diffurent this Easter?

o ——— oy

Then Forte has just the place, In fact, we've got over

oited throughaut the UK - horels of qualin,

whore var're eparanteed 2 warm welcome and a great

time. not ro mennon excellent value for monew

2 refreshing breal befo during or afrer Easter,

the Ume 10 $pring 1nto acHon.

3 nights dinner, bed and breakfast from only £40 per
Offer available from 3rd - 19th April 1998,

Posthouse

Perfoct for fammies looking for a
relaxed. ;mformal atmosphere.
Many holek have their own leisure
clubs, complete with swimming
pool, and all offer a range of value-
added benefrts including Stayand  Hull
Eat Free" for under 16%." Ideally
placed for easy access 1o the UL
most popular attracons.

Heritage

Located in some of Britains most
pbeautful and histonc settings,
each Heritage hotel is inCividuad m
style, architecture and cuising,
yet all offer the same fugh levels of  R¥®
traditional hospitality that make
Herrage The perfect éscaps.

PRICES PLA PERSONM, PER FRGHT,
DINNER, BED AND BREARFAST

B8

LOCATION

g
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Cueer’s Hotei £62
The Whre Hart £76 :
The Bull £72

5a8piEERsREERRERUERREDERRE0EEEE

EEERDEEREBERE

Offer available from 3rd - 10th April 1998, See your travel agent or call

0345404040
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Alan Coren

M Just one small snip

bairs

the rest.

" unm

twig that they could manufacture

bump into something,
explode into a thousand birs u
even if the bumpee is Inhabi

carriage dock or a personal

——

to the local cloner's.

pra
subscr
they themselves are —

life in other galaxies.

from me, but one giant
snip for mankind . . . .

have just washed my hair, and 1candoa
thing with it. I can populate the stars. All
I have to decide is whether this would be
a good thing to da with it. If I decide that,
then my next move will be to disentangle five
this wet comb, tape them to a
piece of paper. and post them. along with 50
dollars, to Mr David Goldstein. He will do

It is a2 major rest. For Mr Goldstein is a
senior banana at Encounter 2001, the Califor-
et ek piat o i » spachenaft desned
ast 10 a spa esi
tounymehairsoffwr-and-a-lmlfmm

ings — fve hairs from each, 2f ten
bucks a sprout — into the interstellar
leness. How the company arrived
at that curiously precise figure of 22.5 million
hairs, the report does not fell us -~ though a
shrewd guess might be that the project was
costed out at 225 million dollars, that someone
at the boardroom table described this as a
hair-raising sum, and that a lightbulb then
clicked on above Mr Goldstein’s own head —
btuwhatitdo&imuusi;“,;l:ti&Enmnmrmm
is haping on the hairs® it is hoping not
simply that they will fetch up. eventually,
against some distant star, but also that this
star will be populated by beings sosmartasto

by cloning them from the DNA blueprints in
the hair.

Long odds, eh? Even if the spacecraft does
i even If it doesn't

by a creature
canty enough tocome running at the bump,
even if the runner does discover, intact, the
baful of hairs, mightnt there stili be an
outside chance (you should know that we
have, so far, already reached odds of
. approximately a trillion squillion to one) that
it will assume the hair to be no more than

packing material, and rummage gh
ls'sjl;ntgl'wughitinmehopeufﬁqdinga

whatever it is that intelligent beings in outer
. galaxies send off for, allowing 28 days for
delivery? It is not, however, these remotel %
likelihoods which are currently delaying my
 envelope to Mr Goldstein. On the
what stays my plucking finger from the
. comb this morning is the yet remoter one
that his crackpot scenario roight actually
play for real: which is t say that one fing
day, however many light years off, the hairs
will indeed arrive at the only star in the
Milky Way prepared to do more than merely
shine and twinkle, where the residents, when
_ a rocket demolishes their birdbath and a bax
of hairs falls out. will cry: “Wow! An
Earthling kit", and immediately rush round

Bemusethatisudmmywon'ismlly

but how bold might it have to be when it gets

out fity bucks on this bizarre enterprise?), 1
know even less abowmt Mr Goldsteins
putative Milkians. While he is no doubt

ine that his mill o ‘2l
will imagine them 1o be just as

cheery

American humanoids who will, while wait-
ing for the hair to come back from the
regenerator. spend their time stocking
welcome-wagons, igniting barbecues and
getiing their bowling-balls down from the
shelf — they could just as easily be
Brobdingnagian fans of Subbuteo who will
expect my hapless clone to spend the rest of
his life running about in Crystal Palace strip,
or intonceivably repugnant items of some

y sexual arientation who will expect
erm worse, ar. worsemc;'ven than that,
slavering omnivores ave t their
lives wondering whether there ﬁedible

So think. on balance, not. I shall take the
comb which has lain beside me on the desk
as 1 typed, and tweak its contents inte my
waste-bin. Hair today and gone tomorrow,
perhaps, but at least I know whera,

“LE TAT, C'EST MOI! “

bumping,

thought-

contrary.
sugpestio falsi.

Middle-
‘water torture, the

minister was

ture”.

hangi

Cook’s fizz

OUR fero hardly smoulders with dark good locks, nor does he quite
dance the world stage with mastuline assurance. But Dame Barbara
Cartland is set to cast Robin Cook in her nexi book. The Foreipn
Secretary. philanderer and carrot-top, will certainly recognise hirnselfin

the planned work. Once Cook is
the tale

as a swashbuckling dandy.

v . repackaged
promises 10 contain all the elements of 2 cracking hodice-rippers

a wife spumed, 2 heartless Lothario revelling in his new seductive

powers, the secrel mistress for
whom he would give up every-
thing {even an audience: with the
Queen). Dame . wha with
deficare taste has always avaided
writing about such sleaze, has
finally decided that the sad web of
Robin. Margaret and Gaynar
needs to be chronicled.,
~The working title is Foreign
Aﬂ'airandllﬂddﬂml'qtﬂmng
it on the bestseller list™ says
Robson, the managing
director of Robson Books,
Cartland's publishers. ~This could
introduce her to a whole new
audience, It's such a classic story,
ym'l]'pmlmhlyﬁ_ndﬂ’lalnﬂrbﬂ.l‘ﬂ's
alreadywritlen it years ago.” The
novel is expected to combine the
Kistoric sweep of earlier Cartland
classics such as Metternich, The
Passionate Diplomat with the
exoticism of Passion in the Sands,
a of Cook's recent
Middle East four. .
Despite the boldness of this

literary departure for Dame Bar-.
bara (pictured with Cook), I am
relieved that her fajth in family
values s undiminished *The
scene at the airport was di

ot g e e
arms : i
down. We need genmn_“ )

® A PLAN devised bv Lord I'rvine
of Lairg's advisers to make
amends with the DIY industry has
been abandoned. A visit was
suggested io open o new BEQ

PR - e e et 1

have never coveted an ambassa-
dml;ip.ltismeof;hosejobs.ﬁke
running an Oubridge college or
chairing an arts charity, in which
form quiranks substance. 1 prefer ca-
reers the other way round. Diplomacy's
or defining occasion Is a successful dinner,
its worst catastrophe an ill-imed truth.
Ambassadorship is an advocacy profes-
sion. Like the Bar, its practitioners are
st successful

as most
iling dosest to the wind of mendacity.
Their motio has to be suppressio veri,

Nonetheless. Mondays news that
ministers want to cast their net wider in
search of ambassadorial talent must
have set even the dullest heart racing.
‘What Walter Mitty has not dreamt of
standing, white-suited, on a tropical
Yawn, sipping a gin and bitter while a
band plays Rule, Britannia! and d
peace and war?- Who cares about the
small alk when it is 30 in the shade, the
Rolls is purring at the door and a gong is
begin. It is all very weil for a hair to waiting on ice? Thank you, Robin Cook.
boldly go where none has gone before, A embassy should round off the

banquet of life. It is the brandy and

critics ever since — in the nicest possible
way. Even the report never dared to
suggest open competition for ambassa-
dors. This must explain poor Mr Cock’s
recent mishaps. He has already been
subjected to the well-kriown Kashmiri

and the dreaded West Bank gaffe. His
office will ensure that these horrors
continue as long as the ambassadors
proposzl stays on the table.

More bizarre was the spin given to the

su_gganm
minister, Baroness Symons of Yernham
Deane, This was no all-stations call. The

specific
applications from “the worid of business
or education™. The poli

shirts buttoned to the neck and suits
loose. This is the diplomacy of
Britannja. New Labonr, New Tact

The exclusivity of education and
business is 2 mystery. What about bank
managers, restaurateurs. ‘psychiatrists

Mr Cook’s é_ssault on the closedlshbpz'of the- ‘_ -

Foreign Office may be doorﬁ_ed —but: -

diplomacy should take the warning seriously

when
nalists? All

=

thumbscrew

from the junior

She wanted

iticians want no

isnt the sort of man who could
camy it off."

Me, Tarzan

AS if ke was not rich enough al-

ready, Michael Heseltine is 1o bag

£250,000 for his long-awaited -

autobiography. The battle be-

tween six publishers fas been won
by!-ﬁdder&sﬂie For that
sart of money, Deputy
PM will be expected 10 fresh

stories about -his run-ins with
Margare: Thatcher, and even
John Major. The title is still being
chewed over. “Some people ape

very keen for it 10 be called Hezm

but we are nor supe if Michael is

agreeabie,” says one irvolved in -

. there? Not only do 1 noi know what shape, cigars of the modern portfolio career. ic sector.
literally, I should be in when cloned, a There are just two hitches. The firstis  er a governiment activi-
vulnerable baby, a spolty teenapger, the that the di will have nore of it.  ty is in trouble. from
middle-aged wreck a2t the top of this col The department rates second onlyio the the Royal Opera w
nar who my four-and-a-haif million new Royal Navy in defending its flagships. It procurement,
compatriots might turn out to be {can we saw off the first great assault on it 2 deus ex machina
doubt the presence of the raving mad pene in closed shop, the 1977 think-tank report,  a) from behind a
the DNA of many of those prepared to fork and has been dismissing threats and cloud called “the busi-

® DAME JUD! DENCH, who
- seemed o miss an Oscar because
she was both too talented and too
Britisk, is writing a waspish diary
Mhzr ?me in tz;elrown. Dame
Judi {plctured) logeed every
Jalse grin of the past three days.
Jront tfie pre-ceremony hyvpe

last dregs of Moét. it has been a
&et;'dy g;:'ue _forou;
with aeclaim for her performance :
in Mrs Bmw':rmndaspeuq“he

Oscurs while her husband Mich-

and community carers, not o mention
artists, television presentérs. even jour-
ning & modern e
running a ern em

enly assume that this is the rolling out of
the pork barrel. We know that education
is “starred” career of ihe Labour
Government. as business was under the

relevant 1o

American route, just a warning to the -

. Carlton-Brownes that their stuffed shirts

are getting up the noses of new Labour.
Diplomacy shguld take the warning
seriously. }t is a vocation increasingly
without professional substance, which is
Mdmeds;hqpismwlnmble. It.
its expertise in archaic apho-
rismas: “Skill at the art of getting on with
foreigners™, “poised between the cliché
and the indiscretion”, “specialists at
i isis™. When asked for the -

1imagine the Foreign Office, if forced,
will tolerate one token appointee, whose
Iife will be made heil. Whitehall accepts

%
j

|
:
|
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E

el

run 2 hospital Solicitors can be advo-
cates. Consuitanis can run companies.
Amateurs can take ) . Char-
latans can write zbout science. Anyone
:lungradn_ln_memnfﬁsms._d‘ such as
iloting, engineering and surgery. we
shll demand.ﬂngseun'ily of legal
regulation. But the age of the liveried
cempany licence, of the Masons mark

terested indeed” says Pe
“Particularly if she tracked

beastly Helen Hunt.

That's cool

lo the

Irvines efforts look like 4 Spot
aside 10 install air-conditioning

&xpend ;
submitted to Westminster:

: ll::fbﬁi much about i,™ sa

ael Williams was enjoying a firs: .
ight in London. Puggfzr:}f;:
ivaring: ~We would be very in-

through shooting.” And told us
what she really thinks about that

MPs have decided they need anex-
tengive refurbishment programme -
Dame, in the Commons which rakes:
- DIY. £65 million has been ser

16 first-floor commiitee rooms.
~The heat. can be unbearable,”
says a clerk to the Commons Ac-
commedation and Works Com-

" mittee, which approved the
iture. Plans have just been

The needs of TV must 2lso be et
“They dont like -fans - whirring

Goodbye Carlton-Browne =====

whmyuuhad i:o-ltaﬁer()fﬂ'i; .

journalists® umion to write on this page.
Such closed 'shops are gone. Britain is-
the better forit. . = .

s

candidates
of business and edizcation™?
would suddenly hear that rhinisterial -
skills are acquired anly

of

ry

not part of the director’s.ori
. mined to have an instramental:
- piece, butJames Hornér; the com.
poser, had other.idéas. He secretly
Dion jpicinred) to record -if, pre--
aikae.

senting .Cameron witk a fai

_as Bill' Climons _presidential
= L3S I tarmoil -after Boris- Yeltsin
| missed: his Government on Monday.

1_abolition of_apartheid  under E.W. de

|
"~ |- vamished into obscurity. The disintegra-
-| tion of the Sovier Union wes followed by

dpisa |

profession so specific as to e a |

.Enterprises accepted a bribe from the .

| fhan =1
] l-lﬂ!ll:'m't ism_ crime. True, the
. ms°u"ﬂ"‘!ml"‘“. 5

“hired @ lyricist ‘and’.asked Ms |

compli:-“When ske sang 85|
everyone burst .info ‘tedrsiivays, |-
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- Russian

roulette in
| the Cape

| 'R.W. Johinson says

‘Mandela and Yeltsin

) rale over mafia states

b him %0 Tb\mmday.kuﬁ

The coincidenics is a- reminder of the

-*{ time, not so_very long ago, when the

world watched events in Russia and
exciternent. The

"Klerk. and Gorbachev's transformation
- of the Soviet Union, mare it possible to

. that the boldness of the two men's .
- mmmg vision would be rewarded

with ~ a siccessful . transition  to

-d

“fulfilled —both South Africa and Russia
multiparty elections —
and de Klerk soon

pus-decline of Russia’s economy
o President

" | 3nd the sight of an alfing
| presiding over:the. worid's first mafia

1 " The questicn inéreasingly asked by

" countyy. differ from that model? The

.| question is not just rhetorical: the World

Economic Forum recently placed South

._ !E. ]»I- I ] R = andc[
bia in the significance of organised-
try.

in in’ | al crinte syndicates have set up shop. -
- There are other signs, too. The recent --
. O s

rash of cash-in-fransit , invalv-

ML file, an official inguiry has

| found that ‘the Minister of

awarded a large coniract Maﬂmgpa'sma]
resigned. in: disgust, but both President
Mandela -and Deputy President Thabo
. Mbeki have backed the minister — who
Heath similarly broke the rules to hand

‘| a lirge amount to the playwright

investigation for the malver-
stonoffonds. -

N on Mkhwanazi, chairman of the

Government’s Central Energy

besackéed. But the Minister of

remains in post It is a matter of pubiic
Public

over a lifetime’s | Cabiniet wying to ram thromgh the quark
: - ' = | Control Coemcil — only for it 10 be
- | revealed that the ANC had been offered

6 per tent of the shares jn Virodene,
‘President ' Mandela has refused de.

'} mands for an inquiry. Meinwhile, in

" Cape Town have captred control
of nuch o e e eaptuted aom

.| . .This is an impressive list but it
.| does not put South Africa in the same

league as Russia; inteed, the head of the

10
c hlsgnmenofevm-};m
partly becavse of the greed of the new
South Africa did not

| Soviet Unicn, but has done the opposize, -

‘'@ CELINE DION, ‘whase, ﬁn@-._.byﬂgmgmof"ﬁ xral do
n Titanic theme won.an Oscar on | e 3 : dm 1 Inkatha
toundl  the back of the filin’s sucress, wias suppOrter _‘?-ﬂwm.ufl

duebutalsonssheernawue.ﬁuuauy

¢

L

and Mr Mbeki have backed him, and he .

- Sir Sydney Chapman. the chair- one excifable type ‘The resait:as | nance of 5 s PO L e
'mm%nim!rﬁnednpmﬂd-"mny.nnuﬁagﬁﬂq_ ir a.wmmmm
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'BLAIR IN FRENCH

A call for democracy dwersﬂy and :ﬂéﬁﬁﬂit)’. ..

In European diplomacy the Prim -
ister’s “Third Way~ mcymedem ﬁma-.'
mixture of Entente Cordiale and Vive la
différence. Tony Blair's speech yesterday to
the French Nationa) Assembly was carefully .

: m'aftedmsn-essthetiesacmssmeq,ml.

J

o |

not least in defence, while at the same time
acknowledging, even celebrating, areas of
divergence between Paris and London. The
enance ?n Mmmlstereir chose to address his audi--
native ton i ;
fluency gained in myouﬁtueta %metbﬁ:
affection for France. Bit his choice of
language enabled him to do more than just
flatter his immediate audience. If German,
the language of Clausewitz and the blitz-
krieg, is the tongue of the warrior and’
Italian, from the Renaissance onwards, the
language of the opera houise, then French is
the choice of the diplomat or philosopher —
the medium of Talleyrand and Voltaire. As

such it is the perfect language for Blairism. -

The French love of the abstract, delight in
euphemism and skill in managing amglt:xgu-
ity all make Blairism's points more pal -
atable. Like a Provencal salad, the Prime
Minister's words are even more atiractive
smothered in Gallic. ' :

The meat of the Prime Minister’s address -
certainly neaded careful preparation before
presentation. Although he paid tribute to his
hosts and prayed in aid his own youthful
enthusiastn for the European ideal, Mr
Blair came not to praise the model of
integration which had driven the Continent
but. politely, to bury it. In the chamber from
which the ubiquitous political labels of Left
and Right were first derived, Mr Blair
proclaimed & “Third Way™ which not only
transcended that division but also envisaged -
a new finure for Europe. The vision hé-
outlined was not integrationjst on the past
model of Monnet or Schimman, although
both recetved their ritual nods, but neither
was it inte tal in the manner
outlined by Margaret Thaicher in her

Bruges -spéechi ‘of 1088. My Blair made |
democracy, - diversity ‘and flexibility his |
rallying- oy While they may prove as |-

capahle of subversion and redefinjtion as the

original revohutionary trio of liberts, epalité,
" fraternité, they definitely mark a dﬁg&n

emphiasis from .that which prevails. in
continental chancelleries, -~ . = .
Bat by d g his delicate abstractions

continental political elites. There is a danger
that, without " concrete policies to give
expression to these ideals, the words may
deconstruct under pressure. A French
zudience, schooled in the critical theory of
thinkers such as Saussure and Derrida, will
recognise that words can become free-
floating signifiers capable of infinite inter-

pretations unless they are strictly anchored

1o a recognisable reality.
Mr Blair directly acknowledged during
his speech that flexibility, for example, was

. capable of different imterpretations in dif-

ferent tongues. In-European negotiations
flexibility has been interpreted by past
" British Governments to mean each nation
progressmg at its own speed but none

+ deliberately excluded; other nations have

taken ‘it 10 mean the exclusion of those
nations, vsually Britain, whose veto could
sometimes impede progress. In economic
terms the French fear that flexibility is a code
word for Anglo-Saxon turbo-capitatism at its
most heartiess, Mr Blair was determined io
impress upon his audience that flexibility
was their friend, the only intelligent re-
sponse fo fickle global markets.

. Previous British politicians have tried to
educate the French in the virtues of flexibility
but their tone has grated on a nation which
sHll enjoys higher GDP and prides itself on

- intellectual independence, Mr Blair, by

recognising French achievement and also
couching his message In appropriately
philosophic tones, may have a better chance
of winning converts.

CLINTON IN AFRICA

Bill Clintor's sixnation, 12day tour of

Africa invites scepticism. The speed at'which |
the President will carve through the conti-

nent, the 600-person entourage with him -
and the set of problems that he has lefi
primariul'_l{_ a public-relations exercise. It has
echoes of Richard Nixon's Spectacular trip
between Cairo and Alexandria in 1974, after
assessment -that so many 1 -

tians could not be wrong. It would bethe tri- - * stronger than _

. the Africa Growth and Opportunity Bill has
"been. making its ‘way through Congress. It
* was backed by the House of Representatives

umph of innocence to imagine that the White.
House will not attemnpt to exfract some direct
benefits from Mr Clinton’s travels. Equally,
it would be the triumph of cynicism to
underestimate the potential advantages to
parts of Africa that will also occur.

The continent has been the forgdt_tén__
casualty of the collapse of the Cold War ..

system. In the 1970s, as part of their

@worldwide siruggle, both the United States

and Soviet Union sought to exercise in-
produced 3 superpower alignment. As
contest primarily required external support
forregimw.huweverunsavougyﬂleymlg]ﬂ
be, African governments had liitle reason o
mm&mﬁ_ﬁmhﬁﬁe
to engage in corruption. The collapse ot the
Soviet. Union simply offered " the United
States the opportunity to disengage itself.
This tour will do much fo redress that

balance. With the exception-of his brief stop- -
in Rwanda, the countiries chosen for the -

President’s cavalcade have had to satisfy at
least one of two conditions. They are either
relatively well-established democracies, by
African standards, such as Botswana and

“'smega]. or they are relatively recent

" Modern driftets are known as “walls of -

" :Buish

 CEntuyies In c0ds

DRIFTING. TO DEATH

A better tour than it looks

_democracies that have made substantial
"economic progress zfter decades of decline,

for example Ghana and Uganda. South
Africa is a special case of a market

. democracy all of its own. Mr Clinton has
behind in Washington all suggest that thisis

excluded certain Jarge nations (Nigeria and
Sudan) and notable economies (Kenya and

" Zimbahwe}- because of their failure to make-
: real progress towards politcal phuralism.
- "'That message will not pass unnoticed.

The President is also selling something
than symbolism. In recent weeks,

‘earlier this, month and should clear the
Senate soon. This Jegislation will offer duty-

" free- access 1o the -enormous American

market  to those countries that adopt
economic. reform -and enlarge electoral

_ demnocracy. Tt is this prospect that provides

substanice to the “trade not aid” siogan. It
will be the centrepiece of the summit that the
President will attend today. - .
This will not in itself alter Africa’s future.
There are several nations — PBurundi,
Liberia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone — that
remain in a desperate condition. Africa is
increasingly dividing into two camps, one of
them is determined .to deal with the
developed world while the other is slipping
‘towards Fourth World status. There is litile
that Mr Clinion can do about that. The
President can help to promote those coun-
tries that have undertaken essential change
and introduce- them to an invariably
fgnorant American corporate sector. This
will provide powerful leadership through
example: Whatever else Mr Clinton's tour
might be, it is not a waste of his time,

A fishing ban that is long overdue

death. Set at, or near, the surface of the sea,

‘they are intended to mesh tuna,

and salmon. But their indiscriminate trap-

ping of larger (

whales, ‘sharks and porpoises are Pr

ligately entangled and drowned. -
~On a small scale drifmets, made h'adltl%x;l-r

- ally of hemp or coiton, have been used for

‘this miode of fishing was transformed. By the
5803 nets f upio S0k lengih were eing
‘deployed. So extensive were their deprety
Pilan = wildlife that in 3989 a UN
Aions of marine o to ban them. The

m offenders — Japan, 'Itila:wan and South

has
Now, with

broken; % 1o outlaw
presidency of the U}I;IIOT:iedamd
Marley. the Fisheries Minister. a3

spedsismmous.Dolp%:_

1al waters. But with the -
¥ mamufacture of cheaper synthetic materials, .

it a priority .to push through a total ban.
Ystellxidizy,nzt thep‘i:ish Council in Brussels,
he spoke of offering compensation io the
smalt Cornish fleet which would be affected.
He is widely backed by other ministers, not
‘least by Loyola de Palacio of Spain. In 1990
the Spanish converted their entjre trawling
fleet to the “rod and pole” system. Baiting
aqueous jets {0 create a blinding turbulence,
before hooking individual tuna up on lines.
This method is not only environmentally
sound, but it provides better quality fish. A

driftnetted animal may have been dead in

the water for more than ten hours before it is
landéd. The Spanish have offered not only to
help British fishermen fo adapt to their

. gystem, but also' — despite festering hostil-

ities over quotas —sto .guamsh tee them
friendly passage into Spanish ports. -

If all goes accordinig to plari, driftnets will
have been banned by the year 2,000. But

Treland, France and Italy are still opposed..

They are pressing for more time. While
drifinetting continues “the marine environ-

ment.is -under _severe threat. The striped -

dolphin population is depleted by 2 per cent
ewé)y yg&mme&?;om blue sharks are
thought to have been d in one
season. Britain must stand hard by its

s. When a fnal decision is an-
nounced, probably. in Jupe, it should be 2

" stringent ‘one. The end for a sector of the’

fishing industry is a severe outcome. But it is

" not as drastic as the depletion of the seas.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

.1 Pennington Street, London EI 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000

Smn Fein's return

‘to Ireland talks

From MrJ. F. Q. Switzer

Sir. As Sinn Fein returns to the all-
pariy falks its reiterated demand for

" “powerful all-Ireland bodies . . . oper-

ating independently” {report, March
23 should be seen in a new conrext.

= Thé British aitizens of Northern Ire-

land have for many years felt aban-
doned by their Government, being
told that it regarded its role as merely
that of an umpire, with “no selfish
strategic or econornic nterest™ in their
furure. In January the Governmem

all that by ratifying the
Council of Europe’s Framework Con-
venrion for the Protection of National
Minorities [signed in 1995), so bring-
ing fs provisions into force in the
United Kingdom on May 1.

The Convention. the first legally
binding European agreement in this
field, sets out the principles 1o be re-
spected and the obligztions which
flow from them for the effective pro-
tection of national minorities “within
the rule of law, respecting the rerritor-
ial integritv and national sovereignty
of states” {my izlics). Throughout, the
emphasis is on the rights of persons
within the member states, and while
the Convention refers to “measures 1o
ensure irans-frontier co-operation®
{Article 18), there is no mention any-
where of coss-border bodies with exe-
cutive functions.

The Governments of the Republic of
Ireland and of the United Kingdom
are signatories o the Convention.
They are also both committed by the
1993 Downing Street Declaration
0 promole co-operation at all levels on the
brasis of the . . . international agreemenis to
which they have jointly commiried them-
selves, and the guarantees which each Gov-
ernment has given and now reaffirms, in-
cluding Northern [reland’s swanutory con-
stitational guaranies.

As partners in the European Union
the two Governments are now in a
position, for the first time, jointly 10
promote a seitlemen: applying the
terms of the Convention which will,
“without prejudice to the constirution-
al and rerritorial integrity™ of the Uni-

Trials of trying to marry in church

From the Reverend Canon
John V" Roberts

Sir, I could not agree more with the
commenis of Mr Michae! Rose (leter.
March 18) about the difficulties he and
his family have experienced with the
Faculty Office of the Archbishop of
Canterbury in trying to obtain a li-
cemnve for his daughter {tamporarily
working and living in Iralv) to be mar-
ried in a Church of England church.

1100, as an incumbent. have on sev-
eral occasions had difficultes with the
Faculry Office in obtainine a special {i-
Cence 10 permit a marriage, of which |
was fully suppertive. 10 take place in
our church here. | have bz2en made 10
feel that my judgment in these matters
is of inde importance.

Such artirudes as Mr Rose describes
are indeed off-putting and seem: 10 me
to be contrary ro the Gospel we are ad-
vocating. Isnt it about tme that the
Archbishop’s Registrar brought him-
self and his colleagues at the Facuhy
Office into the 20nh ceniury and recog-
nised that their narrow interoretaon
of the law is actually nindering Gos-

] ministry?

[ do believe that they want o help
and o do what is Aghr. hut I'm afraid
it seems that they imagine people are
still living in an age of socia! immobil-
ity and full local employment.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN ROBERTS,

The Rectory, 67 Church Road,
Waoalton, Liverpool L35 6DA.
March I8,

From Mr David de Gale

Sir. Mr Roses daughter and sor-in-
law belong to 2 growing tribe of aston-
ished, if not bewildered. Christians
turned away on their wedding day
from the Church of England's door.
My son was offered a choice be-
tween the Guards Chapel (by the wed-
ding date he was a retired short-ser-
vice officer) and a church he did not
know north of Hyde Park (where he
had a pied-d-ferre); his fiancée was of-
fered “her™ Anglican parish church in
southwest London {she is a Catholic):

ter {which had been denied them by
the Archbishop). They had been com-
pelied to endure an ungadly. heartless
register office marriage in London the
previous day.

The “Archbishop assistant Bish-
op*, with whom | corresponded pa-
tiently and at length. also pleaded the
lack of longstanding personal connec-
tion with the parish chosen. Charity
and longstanding membership of the
Church of England is immaterial?

Yours sincerely.

DAVID de GALE,

Dernford Barn, Sweffling,
Saxmundham, Suffolk 1P17 2BQ.
March I8.

From the Reverend
Mrs Parricia Newland

Sir, When conducting a Church of
England marriage, a minister has a
number of conflicting responsibilities.
These are, first, to ensure that the
marriage is legally sound: secondly. 10
support the institution of marriage
wherever it has taken place: and.
thirdly, to proclaim the Gospel of re-
pentance and forgiveness and there-
fore the possibility of starting again.

The position would be greatly sim-
plified. and in my view helped, if the
first of these responsibilies were re-
moved. If the Church gave upits legal
role. issues of residence, the calling of
banns. special licences, and the need
o make judgmenrs about previous
marriages, if there are any, would be
removed. Instead all couples would
have 1o be married by a civil registrar
before coming 1o church.

A serviee of marriage blessing
would then be available o all who
really want it, and the Church could
coneentrate on offering pastaral care
and support and preaching the Gos-
pel. This new service would include
appropriate vows of commitment, and
it would remove a very great source of
disappointment and conflict at the
parish level.

It would also enable the Church 1o
welcome all newly married couples
making a genuine commitment to

Sir, Mr Michael Harman (letter,
March 12) wonders what happens to
the 10 per cent of lega] aid which is not
taken up by lawyers® fees.

In the course of defenxding a case,
fawyers frequently have to instruct ex-
perts and cbtain reports from them.
Those experts have to be paid. Less
frequendy, defendanv's solicitors {us-
ually via the Legal Aid Fund) are ex-
pected to pay fees which they would
not normally be expected to pay.

In a recent case in which we have
been acting for ane defendant. bt in
which there are two other defendants,
the judge adjourned for pre-sentence
reports, asking also for a2 psycholo-
gist’s report on each defendant.

The probation officer in court asked
the judge if he could order that the

. costs of those reports be mer by de-

fence solicttors, in effect out of legal
aid funds rather than out of Probation
Service funds. The judge so ordered.

Yours faithfully,

L. M. OLIVER,

Leslie Oliver & Co (solicitors),
Shafiesbury House.

_ 40-5] Uxbridge Road, Ealing. W5 5SA.
March 16.

-From MrJeffrey Gardon
Sir, In my view, both your leading ar-
ticle ofmﬁamh 5, ‘hﬁygg's Jaw~, and
Mr Michael Harman are wrong in
suggesting that 90 per cent of legal aid
is “swallowed up by lawyers” fees™,
Most lawyers™ fees are subject lo
VAT at J7.5 per cent, effectvely reduc-

“ing the percentage of take by 15 per

cent. In addition, there is the recovery

of costs in personal injury and matri-

monial properiy claims, costs that

would have been awarded to success-

ful defendants, disbursements paid to

doctors, and court fees paid to the
{.

In real terms, I doubt whether more
than half Jegal aid goes 10 Jawyers.
Yours Fithfully,

JEFFREY GORDON,

Jefirey Gordon & Co {solicitors).
1 Lavender Sweep, SWH 1DY.
March 13.

Taking a bow
Front Mr G. M. Beresford Hartwell

Sir, T may well be d lq mode for some
to deride those who choose to show
courtesy, whether it be 1o the Sover-
eign or their fellow cirizens.

There is no rule thar an individual,
temnis player or not. should curtsy or
bow on the tennis court or anywhere
else. It is 2 matter of politeness. | can-
not accept Mr R V. Kentsley's sugpes-
tion {letter, March ZI; see also letter,
March 12) that politenass is somehow
degrading. ‘

" Wallington, Surrey SM6 OTF.

March 21. . _ P

Business letiers, page 27

Sir, Forced marriage, a traditional
custom in West Africa, is as you report
making a comeback in the Caucasus
(“Villagers baftle for right to steal
brides”. March 19). In both regions
irls or young women are kidnapped
their future husbands, his friends

or relatives. .

While in Africa the practice is cul-
tural, based on the exchange of
women befween groups in 2 commun-
ity, in the Caucasus it appears m be
economic. with suitors unable to pay a2

Whether the reasans are cultural or
economic, they nevertheless rernain a
violation of the rights of women who
are given as objects without their
consent.

Yours fajthfully,

DAVID OULD

{Deputy Director),
Anti-Slavery Intemational,
Thomas Clarkson House,
The Stableyard, SWO ITL.
Broomgrove Road,

Maych 19.

ted Kingdom, ensure the effective pro- > i each other and to bless their future life
tection of the Irish nationalist minor-  Poth wished i0 be married in Kent,  poeper,
ity living in Northern Ireland where each had longstanding but
? ) non-parish connections. Yours faithfully,

Yours faithfully. The wise vicar of the Kent parish  PATRICIA NEWLAND,
J. F.Q. SWITZER, prepared them conscientiously and  Ickleion Lodge.
Sidney Sussex conducted the full marriage service— 14 Frogge Street, Ickleton,
Cambridge CB2 3HU. except that they signed the Service Re-  Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 tSH.
March 23, gister rather than the Marriage Regis-  March 19.

. Legal aid fees Forced marriage Defence decisions
From Mr Leslie M. Oliver From Mr David Ould From Sir Derek Day

Sir, In his report today on the planned
Forces shake-up, your Defence Cor-
respondent states that “in 1982 . . . the
Foreign Office insisted. against MoD
advice, that HMS Endurance be with-
drawn from the South Atlantic™.

On the contrary, the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonweaith
Alffairs. Lord Carrington, wrole on
several occasions o the Defence Sec-
retary. John Nott. opposing the MoD
decision o withdraw Endurance, ar-
guing that this would send the wrong
signal to Buenos Aires.

if the tine decision to invade
the Falklands was triggered by this
decision, which is debatable, the fault
lies elsewhere than at the door of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

Yours faithfully,

DEREK DAY

(Deputy Under-Secretary of State,
Foreign and Commonwealth

March 23.

Wallpaper photos
From the Editor of Woman's Journal

Sir, May | comment on your report to-
day ({later editions), headed “Prying
eye in ¥rvine's home™.

At 10 point, ejther before or an my
arrival at the fundraising reception
for Womankind Worldwide which I
attended in the Lord Chancellors
newly refurbished apartments on
March 19. was there any indication
that photography was not allowed. |
photographed the flock wallpaper in
the anteroom in full view of staff.

After | had refused the demand by
the press officer from Wemankind fo

tant intervened and apologised pro-
fusely w me. When | told her that |
would hand over my film to her with
the greatest pleasure, as she was so
gracious, but that 1 objected to the
anger and rudeness to which 1 had
been subjecied, she said that it was not
necessary for me 10 do so and that she
trusted me not o use the film.

When 1 volunieered to write on a
piece of paper that | had no intention
of using it, she said that that 100 would
not be necessary. But 1 insisted.

Yours. .

MARCELLE DARGY SMITH,
Editor, Woman's fournal,

1PC Magazines Lid.

hand over my film and camera, and  King's Reach Tower,
the police had barred my exi? from the ~ Stamford Steet, SEI 9LS.
building, Lord Irvine's personal assis-  March 20.
ill end i than that
Phone code changes 7] v for longer at pro-

From Mr Mark Marthiason

Sir, You reported mwday another
change to the telephone codes, 10 take
place in April X000, in six areas of
Britain, Unllke previous changes, we
are told (later editions only} thar
“there can be no guaraniee™ against
further changes that

Yer again the real issue is avoided.
‘We do nat have a consistent relephone
code structure. In many areas the area
code is four digirs, in ather areas ft is
five digiss, and the proposed D20 code
for London reintroduces three digits,

You report a spokesman as saying
that “most people do nol wanr to
change their number unless thereisa
compelling reason” That may betrue,
but sinee 1 am now facing a third
change in approximately ten years, L
would have been happy to make one
radical change if it avoided two subse-
quent changes,

Instead of daing too little, too late,
why do we noi think further ahead
and make a significant change which

- m e

Yours faithfully,

MARK MATHIASON,

M. A Mathiason & Co

{information technology consullanis),
25 Kingshiil Drive,

Harrow, Middlesex HAS 8TD.
March 20.

From Mr Adrian Fisher

Sir, 1 would like o propose the fol-
lowing new Heritage felephone ex-
changes: 0-1066 for Hastings, 0-1805
fo:l'! Il’urtsmuum and 0-1940 for Biggin
Hill.

Yours sincerely,

ADRIAN FISHER,

Vicloria Lodge, 5 Victoria Grove,
Portsmauth, Hampshire POS INE,
adrian®mazemaker.com

March 20.

Letters should earry a daytime
telephone namber. They may be
faxed to 0171-782-5046.
e-mail to: letters@the-tintes.co.uk

Alarm over forest
fires in Brazil

From Professar Philip Stotr

Sir, We must be very cautious before
applying the much misused phrase
“envirunmental caiasirophe” 10 the
Amazon vegeration fires, as Major
Edilson Oliveira has done in Brazl
(report, March 24), and which has al-
so been used in the past o describe
fires in Indonesia (World in brief,
same day).

Fire has always been, and always
will be, an integral part of tropical en-
vironments, including the ropical
rainforests, under which lie tayers of
ash giving witness 10 many former
fires. grear and small. The savanna
grasslands burn annually or bien-
nizally, and must do so for their proper
management. In both formations
large fires have always been associat-
ed with drier years.

Although regretiing deeply any
human costs resulting from some of
the present fires, we must ot auioma-
tically equate these prablems with
wholesale ecological collapse. Tropi-
cat ecosystems change and adapt con-
stantlv to fire, and fire is normal. Sim-
ply representing them as yer another
gut-worrying world environmental
disaster is Hnle more than “green”
overreaction and hype.

Yours faithfully.

PHILIP STOTT

(Professor of Biogeography,
University of London),

24 Clarence Place, Windmill Hill,
Gravesend, Kent DA2 1LD.
f01555 243 2@compuscrve.com
March 24,

From the Director of
Forests Forever Campaign

Sir, May 1 1ake issue with the asser-
tion (leading article, March 1% that
the timber industry is in part respon-
sible for the environmental disaster in
the Brazilian rainforest, as logging
companies “pave the way for ...
subsistence farmers who follow be-
hind them 1w slash and burn™. The
timber industry deplores this process.

The Brazilian logging industry can
only operate under licence o Thama
(the Brazilian governmental environ-
ment agency), which approves a forest
management plan for the logging con-
cession o minimise damage to the
surrounding forest. and agress the
number of individual tree species to
be extracted annually. Where selective
felling is carried out in accordance
with the regulations, widespread
damage to the forest can be avoided.

The granting of forest concession
permits decreased by 70 per cent in
1997 in the area of forest which can be
logged, and the number of permit
applications has decreased. Annual
permiits granted for logging maho-
gany in 1997, one of the principal trop-
ical hardwood species exported by
Brazil, were 90 per cent fewer than in
1996, and the number of companies
approved by Ibama to log mahogany
had decreased from 90 to 18.

In 1994, 218,000 cubic metres of tim-
ber was imported from Brazil by the
UK, of which only 41,000 cubic metres
was tropical hardwood lumber. Most
of the rest consisted of softwood ply-
wood from plantations in the south of
the country.

The UK timber trade appreciates
that there are concerns about the le-
gality of tropical timber from Brazil
and is working on a piiot log-racking
project for Brazilian mahogany in as-
sociation with the Brazilian Govern-
ment to complement Ibama's existing
inspection procedures.

There is no question that the fires in
the Amazon, and also in Indonesia,
are an environmental disaster. but 1o
blame the timber industry indiscrini-
nately only damages the environmen!
further in the long term by encourag-
ing people To Tum 1o alternative mate-
rials — plastic and metal — which can
have a far more negative environ-
mental impact during their lifecycle.

Yours,

PAUL C. MARTIN,

Director, Forests Forever Campaign,
Timber Trade Federation,

4th Floor, Clareville House,

26-27 Oxendon Street, SWIY 4EL.
March 23.

Victorian conditions
From Mr John McNicholas

Sir, It is good to read that at last all
schools are to have indoor lavarories
(report, March 20). But | notice in an-
other report, in my edition, that the
Government does not propose to ig-
nore every Victorian practice: Margar-
et Hodge, MP. wanis teachers to he
paid by results. Again!

Perhaps this will spread to the

NHS. | like the idea of doctors being *

paid if we recover.

Yours sincerely,

JOHN McNICHOLAS

{President, Naticnal Associztion of
Head Teachers, 1993-94),

4l Epplewarth Road, Cotingham.
East Riding of Yorkshire HLU]6 5YF,

From Miss Tamsin Sevmour

Sir, Who would not applaud David
Blunkerrs promise of cash 1o elimi-
nate schools' outside lavatories?
Ispent my own recent schooldays in
a Victorian building with exterior
“facilities™. t vividly remember the
discomlori, the cold. the damp, the
mould growing up the walls — and
the toilets weren’ a greal dea] better.

Yours faithfully

TAMSIN SEYMOUR.

99 Station Road,

Liss, Hampshire GU33 7AQ.
seymourliss@clara.net
March 20,
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE
March 24 The Queen held an
Invesiiture at Buckingham Palace
this moming. ]
The Duke of Edinburgh dhis
morning departed Jamaica for 5t

Lunch at the Indies Restaurant,
Cas:ries.StLu:l;:lLBhn Ia

His Royal Highness later ai-
tended a Meeting of the Award
Council, foliowed by a Reception at
Government, House for Y
People who have reached the Ga
Standard in The Duke of Edin-

's Award.

ST JAMES'S PALACE .
March 24 The Prince of Wales this
morning visited St Vincenr's Hos-
pita) Langara. Vancouver. British
Columbia, Canada, and met staif
and residents.

awarded certificates to prize win-
ning schools which had taken part
in a national anti-racism cam-
paipn.and atiended a Reception for

The Prince of Wales this after-
nocn  visited Bumaby South
Secondary School and the Provin-
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Professor Sir Derek

Laureate in Chemistry,
died on March 16 in
College Station, Texas,
aged 79. He was born on
Scptember 8, 1918,

Ir Derek Barton was

one of the great chem-

ists u]t:I the 20th centu-

ry. He shared the

Nobel Prize for Chemistry in
P60 with Odd Hassel for a
m_s'ﬁlung dlsu:ﬂ.v\zf ry,r described
a paper of just four i
Which led 1o a new feld of
. He revolutionised
i'search and the teaching of
organic chemistry at Imperial
Cul!ege_ of Science and Tech-
rology in London, and contin-

ued to make major
contributions to research until
the day he died.

Derek Henry Richard Bar-
ton was born in Gravesend,
Kent. After Tonbridge Schoal,
he joined the family carpentry
business but soon commented
that there “must be somethi
mare interesting in life”, He
applied to university and
chose Imperial College simply
because it was the most expen-
stve in London and therefore
he thought it would be the

- best. two years, he

v graduated in 1940 with a BSc
in chemisiry, and continued
research in the same depar-
ment with Professor Ian Heil-
bron. work which led 0 a
doctorate in 1942 During
those war years he was ex-
cused nighttime fre duty in
South Kensingion when a
medical examination deemed
his heart ro be weak He joined
military intelligence for two
years. and worked on secret
inks for use not on paper bur
on skin behind enemy lines.

On his rerurn to Imperial
College. after a year in indus-
try, Barton began his indepen-
dent academic career. lronic-
ally, he was not appoinied 0 a
position in his spedality of
organic chemistry. but lee-
tured in physical chemistry. In
l"M‘; he decided w0 move to

America. and in 194950 he
was a Visiting Professor at
Harvard, where he worked
closely with another well-
known organic chemist, Rob-
ert Burns Woodward. Barton
joined in the heated discussion
about the unusual reactivity of
sreroids.

His conclusion. based on
studies of the reactivity of
certain steroids and closely
related isomers, was that the
physical arrangement in space
of the functional groups was
responsible for the different
rates of reaction. Thus was
born conformational analysis,
which altered the way in
which chemists think about

the shape and reactivity of
molecules in three-dimension-
al space.

Barton returned to Landon
as a Reader at Birkbeck Coll-
ege, where he taught parttime
for three hours in the evening
but had the rest of the day for
research. He continued 1o
work on conformarional anal-
ysis and the chemisiry of
steroids. He also discovered
the importance of phenol od-
dative coupling, which [ed him
to propose the metabolic path-
ways by which a poppy makes
morphine and other alkaloids.

From Birkbeck College he
moved to Glasgow University
to become Regius Professor of

Chernistry. in Scotland Barton
observed that the pockets of
the university seemed fto be
bottomless. His creativity in
the realms of synthesis contin-
ued unabaied, with important
work on santonin and photo-
chemistry.

In 1957, after two years in
Scoptland. Barton returned to
his alma mater, Imperial Coll-
ege. as Holmann Professor of
Chemistry and head of the
organic section. He continued
to make a myriad of original
contributions to natural prod-
uct for instance in
the application of radical
chemistry to antibiotics.

During the 1960s and early

>
1970s, the chemistry depart-
ment at Imperial College was
ruled by the triumvirate of
Barton, Sir Geoffrey Wilkin-
son and Richard M. Barrer,
all strong-willed men of sc-

ence. Since he constantdy -

smoked fine Havana cigars,
students were well aware
when Barton was patrolling
the laboratories to ask:- "Dowe
have anything new to report?”
They became insecure when
he suddenly quit smoking and
the tell-taje aroma vanished.
After 21 'years at Impérial
College. Barton retired at the
age of 60 and became director
of Linstitut de Chimie des
Substances Naturelles at Gif-

PROFESSOR SIR DEREK BARTON

sur-Yvets in France, where he .

" studied the invention of new | -
chemical reactions, especially

using radicals, so opening u
aw!mle_ncwamaof-orgamc‘p
synthesis. In 1986 he moved fo
aﬂEirdqareeratTagsA_&ﬁ-

Professor and  subsequently
Daw Professor- of Chemical-

_ Invention. He continued to

(Chevalier 1972, Officier 1985)
and Japanese (:)rt'lerl ' of the
Ristng Sun. In his long career,
he trained more than 300

students. and- postdoctoral fel- |

ows, many of whom now hald
major chairs of chemistry. .
Barton travelled the world
lecturing and acting as a
consulant in companies and
universities. ' In ten years he
flew more than three million
miles, and seemed hardly fo
suffer jet lag. He ate heartily
and enjoyed fine wine. He had
a well-defined sense of hum-
our, to those who knew him

" well, although most found him

aloof. He had .attended two.
conferences in honour of his
&)ﬂlb‘;thday;pdoﬂzerswm
. He is survived by his third

weTe

“achieved standards of poten-

clist. He became a student in

wife, Judy. and by a son from
his first marriage. o

LEONARD
. . . .‘--._.-.'..:_
Principal of Cambervwell **-
School of Art, diedon -
o ork m Ravember.
B

ALTHOUGH he was an ac-- young

camplished -painter, Leanard.
Daniels will be best remem-
bered for his long ¢careerasan
art teacher in schools anet.in -
further edu;runun. He was
School of Art for 27 years and .

even after retirement hewais, - -

to his delight, muchifv-de- -
mand as a part-ime teacher, -
- He continued with his own
work, - though he did net
exhibit regularly..  His
drawings espedally lave a -
quality of great fluidity, -and
executed with superb
Leonard James Daniels was
bom in Inm_iona;ad in youth
showed significasit promise in
athletics, -particularly on. the
ing track. where he

tial Olympic quality. He was’
also a keen long-d?;tanm oy -
the

art school of the ‘Regent
icand wenton |

| o the Royal Callege of Art in - .

1929. His particular interest in

-galleries. oo

After the Royal College of
Art he taught successively at’
Clayesmore School, Dorset,

bt

v 5 ina

ment air-raid shelter; . -
With the College of ‘Art at

damage from air attacks, .

. were evacuated to joint facili-

“ties in Winchester. ' Daniels -

- inthe academic

.in_ 1975,
staff Camberwellin his ime
Victor Pasmore, Robert Med-

“DANIELS

Involved in the’

sanisation of this move and
organisation o i ot the

students in their dev-
eloproent as artists. But he

Yoy audi

iences.-
_"E)auring' war be was
commissioned by ‘the War
and his work IS represented in
the Imperial War Museum
and Southampton Art Gal-

for the wartime Brifi
taurant in Winchester. Unfor-
runately. i1 an accident on
night firewatth, he lost the

‘sight of one'eye..

in 1943 he was appointed

. head of the school of painting
.at.the Leeds College of Art,

before his. uitimate appoini-
ment as Principal of Camber-
will School of Art, where he
remained unsil his retirement
Among the many
ed members of

were

recogniséd By his when

. _in 1965 he was elected 1o the

presidency of the MNational

"_ He enjoyed travelling, and .

a Leverhonie study bursary in
Tialy in 1957 — baged in the

. British School in Rome —and

sabbatical leave in the South
of France in 1972 gave him

~weltome dpportumities to ex-

After retfrement from Cam-
berwell In 1975, Dahiels con-
Hnoed . to @ critical

appraisals ‘and lectures, and -
- was seldom: without a sketch-
: book in his hand. In his:later
- years he did many portraits. -

uritll irr the late 1980s poor

"~ His wife died in 1967.buthe _
by their daughter, -

is survived
Kate. -

Simon Wingfield Dighy,
Conservative MP for
West Dorset 1941-74. died
on March 22 aged 85. He
was born oa February 9.
1910.

A SCION of the well-known
Dorset family that had sent
many of its members to the
House of Commons, Simon
Wingfield Digby enjayed the
distinction in his later years of
being one of the few surviving
figures from the wartime Par-
liament. First elected unop-
posed under the wartime
party truce in 194, he went on
to represent West Dorset for
33 years.

Never the type of MP to set
k. Thames on fire. he did,
however, enjoy 2 more than
five-year period of office under
both Churchill and Eden as

SIMON WINGFIELD DIGBY

Civil Lord of the Admiralty {in
effect junior minister for the
Navy). From 1957 onwards.
however. he was more than
content w sit on the back
benches — even without the
handle, which he always af-
fecied to despise, he was the
prototype old-style knight of
the shire,

Kenelm Simon Digby
Wingficld Dighy, as he was
baprised, was the son of Lieu-
tenant- Colonel F.J.B.
Wingfield Digby and the
grandson of J.K.B. Wing-
field Dighy. himself a former
MP for North Dorset. From a
thoroughly traditional back-
ground, he received an equally
traditional education, first at
Harrow and then at Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he
read history.

As a young man he made a

special study of international
affairs and he was one of the
British delegates to the Inter-
national Studies Conlerence of
1934, He iravelled round the
world — as was the habit with
affluent young men of those
days — and in 1937 he was

duly rewarded when he was
selected, at the age of 27, o
stand for the rraditionally
Tory territory of West Darset.

Had it not been for the war,
he would probably have found
himself in the House-of Com-
mons before he was 30, but the
outbreak of hostilities in 1939

meant the postponement of -

any general election for what
turned out 1o be nearly six
years. Dighy. however. was
more fortunate than some
other prospective candidates
in that his predecessor grew
bored with keeping the seat

warm for him and in 1941 .

insisted on resigning.

At that relatively early stage
of the war there were seldom
any by-elections — a position
that was to change later with
the advent of Sir Richard
Acland's Commonwealth Par-

PERSONAL COLUMN

¥ and a rash of independent
_candidates ' coming forward.

The young Wingheld Digby,
whop was jreadyg'il;l the Argrg
was thus abie to sail into the
House of Commons without
even having to engage in any

contest.
He played little part in the
business of the Commons
during the war, being taken
up instead with his duties as a
staff officer both at home and
in North-West Europe. He
was a supporter, however, of
the Tory Reform Committee —
along with figures such as
Lords Hailsham and Hinch-
ingbrooke — and he resigned
from it only on being appoint-
ed an Opposition whip n 1948.

From there it was only a
short step into government
office at the Admiralty when
Churchill — a ooifateral con-
nection of his through Ran-
dolph Churchill's hrief
marriage to his kinswoman
Pamela Dighy — formed- his
postwar administration in-
Detober 1951

Digby's ministerial career

Lalita Pawar, actress,

died ou February 24 aged

79.5he was born in
Indore, ceniral India, on
_ April]8, 1918.

l'NAc:iJ-ﬁmatradiﬁonwhi-d-'z

thrived on the exzpggerated

representation  of  wicked

mothers-in-law as the fount of “§

all- evil, Lalita Pawar was -

easily “the queen of mean™. A

fixture in Indian cinema for -
nearly four decades, she acted -

in roore than 600 Hindi and
Marathi filns, “unnervin
viewers with her trad
squint and domineering man-
ner. Although she played a
variety of roles, the e of
her which endured was that of

a nasty older woman out io .

-make life miserable for the

younger woman who had had ..

the misforiune to enter her
household.

It wasn't always that way.
Pawar began her career as a
child star in the era of silent
movies. A chance encounter
with the wveleran director
N .D. Sarpotdar in Pune at the

image of

e -
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fell victim to Harold Macmil- | age of nine led to her being R _
w OVERSEAS TRAVEL | DOMESTIC & FLIGHTS lans arrival in Downing | drafted into the film business. . said in 2 1994 Interview, “we-. and pushes him . towards a
ANTED CATERING DIRECTORY Street in January 1957, Yet | In 1928 she played the leading were treated with -a-lot of . . second marriage. Most of her
AL Mink & fur guments. Top | PORTUGAL & Canezien AR 2reas. [ SITTUATIONS WANTED after being consigned to the | role in Arva Mghile ["Afyan . respect™ '~ . - . . - roles .as mother-inlaw re-
poiess paid Dealls - slesss = hotals, the back benches he neither | Woman™). ~ . %% An accident during . the volved around similar themes.
-'!E'-————-m i for al Mamomls 0181 Eﬂmhl'm - = note | lked naor repined. becoming Her earliest film for whicha ingofafilmin1942ledto . Part of the reason why they -
....;...,"""'“o tagulia, BOOK, mgﬂ__’m"!"mttmmm chairman of the Conservative | print is still extant is Diler her: left eye “developing "a - -struck a chord with audiendes
wom coats, o= e v | e o A ve CORDON oyl Cochoussman Lut m”m"‘m:;“m“"" backbench forestry subcom- | Jigar ("Gallant Heart”), an squint. Film'lore has it. that ' was because. they Accurately
| chased Best peice pedd Al gigis employes Srasem 25908 minee and serving on the | historical romance made in she was slapped so hard reflectéd contemporary social
 cdm— KERESIGTON Bupaior Serviced e e Eso::nmtjrlnf El;rugle an‘c;ivm the g?ﬂ.The ﬁh;awas{vh s%: orieg & some Tat one side of andmmdmamaes -
e, D a5 ey y of the Western | Ganpatrao Pawar, whom her face was. : the . iage '
TICKETS FOR SALE | spamments iw: 0193 FARE SAVERS European Union, where he | subsequently married In it truth Is that she su an -« Ga!;llgam%ﬂ?am mggd 3
—— o, | — e IGHTS MALAGA n E79[ GREECE 5| | became Conservative leaderin | she played a Zorrotype ad-  attack of facial paralysis while - ‘divorce, as did her union with
oyt Rsumes. AU Y25 | WINTER SPORTS DIRECTORY i 1972, just two years before his | venturess, a role she would. shooting an underwater se- - the music director Hanuman,
retirement  from - the | return to often, quence: either way, her days Those who knew her spoke
5. ) The introduction of sound as'a heroine caine abruptly to  highly of heér fonate
He spent that long retire- | saw her stock as an actress - anend. - S namre.ase.xérimﬂ'edbyhgr
ment living ar Sherbome Cas- | rise further. Her first talkie Beginning with Remshas- ~portrayal of a kind-hearted
tie in his pative Dorset, | was Himmate-Mard (The i, a 1944 Marathi fitm in ' landlady in Anari (“Novice™)
interesring himself in fishing, | Bravery of Man") and her which she played 2 schemiing  (1955) or a nurse in the 1970
boo and breeding. performance in Duniva Kya wife, Pawar used her film Anand. Since she never
trercr i o Simon Wingfield Dighy had | Hai, based on Tolstoy's Resur-  looks to launch a second car-:.  had any children,it can never
SEUFLIGHTS T9_AUSTRA[Y T9s, ANNOUNCEMENTS married, in 1936, Kathleen | rection, was critical ac-  eer. Dahej (‘Dowry™), made be known what kind of moth-
RIDE SPECIALISTS Kingstone, the davghter of a | claimed. Pawar would later in 1950, marked herdebutasa  er-in-law she would have been
Canadian judge. She survives | look back those days mother-indaw. Inthe film.she like in réal life. She died alone
SARGENT CANCER hmmgﬁplérd\wthasonanda with great dness. “Even drives awayher son's bridefor ~ in her flat in Puge, leaving no
CARE FOR CHILDREMN daughter. . though momey was less,” she  failing to bring mqughdpw:y _ survivors, i
ﬁmmmm#é ;
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that made legal history.

without charge

CIVI| rulnig brands man a klller

M A man who has never been charged or appeared in a
criminal court was branded a murderer by a judge in a ruling

Mr-Justice Alliott said that the family of Joan Francisco, a
gynaecologlstwhowasslnngledmhﬂ'ﬂal.l'mdpmvedﬂut
she was murdered by Tony Diedrick an obsessive former
boyfriend who was questioned zbout the killing but released

Page 1

into the case was told

Racism blamed for murder hunt failure

I Racism “both conscious and subconscious™ permeated the
investigation into the murder of the black teenager Stephen
Lawrence in which police missed leads, bungled searches and
ignored vital information from the public, a judicial i mqulry

Blair in French

British Prime Minister to the Nat-
ional Assembly, Tony Blair spoke
for 40 minutes with barely a
stumble, to the astonishment of
his listeners... —PagesL 2
Author given out

A row berween an author who
lives beside the village green and
the Rolvenden Cricket Club was
resolved in court when the au-
thor's claim for damage done by
balls hit into his garden was
o1 7 T — )

Killed ‘for money’

A loner murdered a judge’s
daughter, slashing her throai,
because she refused to give him
money, Liverpool Crown Court
was told. - Page 4

- Oscar stays American
Titanicwan more awards than its
rivals put together while the all-
American romantic comedy As
Good as It Gets ook Best Actor
and Best Actress ... Page §
Sculptor accused
A sculptor accused of
body parts from the Royal Coll-
ege of Surgeons was interested in
“doing a 20th-century Leonardo
da Vinci™, a court heard .. Page &
Pler rescue
Brighton's West Pler., lefi derelict
by years of neglect, will enter the
millennium returned fo its former
glory, thanks to the National
(U, ., JUNE——— 1

In the first speech in French by 2 -

Wild life danger

Ministers face a showdown with
their narure advisers today over
the fate of wildlife areas where
damage may be allowed for the
sake of cheaper water...... Page 9

Measles warning
Thousands of children comld be
maimed or killed if they were not
immunised against measles,
mumps and rubella, parents
were told by the Chief Medical
(8 /i {u - J—— o T} |
Mafia trophies

Police cracking down on the Ma-
fia in the Naples area found that
crime bosses are aequmng new

Ministers hang on

There were indications in Mos-
cow that most ministers would
keep their jobs. But there was still
oo announcernent of a new Prime
7 11V - Page 13

Weltare setback
Up m half of people thrown off
the welfare rolls under tough new

" laws are failing to get work, ac-

cording to studies which reveal
the darker side of America’s revo-
lutionary experiment ... Pape 14
African dream

A school in Uganda with neither
eleciricity nor telephone lines has
been promised by Bill Clinton
that it will soon be connected on
the Internet with a school in
America oo Page 15

Labour deserts Blackpool’s delights

M The Labour Party is severing its 70-year-link with Biackpool, -
which revels in its reputation as one of Europe’s brashest -
seaside towns, by moving its conferences to Bournernouth and
Brighton. The decision has incurred the wrath of the town’s
formidable boarding house land]adies who bave objected to
Labour’s jibe that their houses are too shabby........ Page 1

Banking: The wat:hdogfordaﬁ-

privacy is 1o investigate allegations

that banks and building societies

dump confidential customer infor-
mation on the streets ........ Page 23
Boots: The high street chemist, is
to sell health and travel insurance
in a partnership with Royal & Sun
Alliance, one of the Britain's largest
insurance companies ........ Page 23
Savoy: Granada faces mounting
pressure {0 compromise over the
price at which it will sell its 68 per
stake in the Savay Group If it wants
to avoid derailing the sale of the
hotel operator .co—eeeeee. Page 23
Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 36.7 to
5983.7. Sterling fell from 107.9 1o
107.2 after a fall from $L6766 to
$1.6750 and from DM3.0660 to
9/ Lk Lo 7 J— T

mined batting- by Nasser Hussain
and Graham Thotpe improved En- -

gland's prospects of avoiding de-
&atmﬂleﬁna!'lutm._l’age#

Football: Paul Gascoigne decided |

1o leave Rangers and retinn to the
Middlesbrough, who play Chelsea
in the Coca-Cola Cup final this
weekend .o Page 44
Rugby union: Saracens welcome
back two internationals, Philippe
Sella and Kyran Bracken, for their
top-of-the-table match against
Newcastle — Page 41

Racing: Tony McCuyeqnalled
Peter Scudamore's record of 221

winners in a National Hont season -

with two winners from four rides at

ChepStoW oo sessmeneee P 39 |

h o DN . _". .
Stunemlksabuﬂhnragg&m%
heér marriage {fo a iewspapermani),

her new filor and - — inevitably — |
.ﬂmtnmomblemem Basic

Instinct .. Page 35
llorrhnﬂorAs'ﬂiebmderafﬂle

.Cultural Industry and co-director. |

of Artangel, Michael Morris is
bnngmga&eshspnannush
arts production e Page 36 |
HHngsll:Ys.GJe_.Waﬂwm
revohlﬁmary.andm,hedgem‘t
wear a beret But he's written a
Royal Court play . Page 36
moﬂ\udom'l'heungnew
centrepiece of the British Museum
— Sir Norman ' Foster's . “domed=
Great Court — should not be left:
bamsaystBmmy_.PageS‘r

| TOMORROW

SIN THE TIMES

i | FIIMS _
Geoff Brown reviews: - ..
the animated Anastasia

) andothcrnew

-:pmnmdjasonplaysafmh

mer spy on a deadly missiom o
dncago.MamhmtheMndyCm

| _{ITV. Spm). Review: Joc Joseph on.
}-thiirtysomething

wummwhnymn

{ Tony. Blair.; by e recognising French
achievement and

also couching his

nmsemappmmaﬁdrplﬁn-

sdph:cwnes.mayhaveahm

'l;kchmgeofmmn.-_.-—hg:lﬂ
_Clinten in Africa .

: n;mﬂ.dbethemumphuflmo-
| cence to imagine that the White .

"Fouse. will. not" atrempt to ‘extract,

mdﬁ-nc:bmeﬁls&mnMrmmﬁ' _-

“ton's travels Pagel% .

| Briftng to.desth. - -

i - maﬁfo:amonh:ﬁmg

umguﬂmpmple‘slnsh.l’agﬂﬁ
Fa'lnilnllilg:lnsAngelaua
-gresit place to be if you've been

Kevm Bnmn.____._l’ap 7

Shires- shock: How' the (lmnl-
brsmmeofsmnpdutywﬂlmt
the shires hardest. Page 32

mrevealﬂmrmels._..l'agesz

. i a Corflan

it suys Bridget Hartisdi . | Bt

mean_______..._mn -
t_-n:'l'hesmgiesm_-

the difficulty of ftming Lolita; criti-

nmmnamdhanOscarButuﬂm'-_
wise, it is’ simply terrifying, says -

Mm[mdmgmdm_

‘I!I""' s act .
bt with the crucia] proviso that
'noﬂ:mgshmﬂdbedmmwahm
Pngelo

sl the iil 5
M:chael Heseltme"s E?.SO,DOO'

_Plsam-' o .
! mstbuikmNobel -

| industiy Is a severe outcome. But it

:smtasdi'asncasﬂxedepimm:ruf

2] wag?t..

.nxakes Seuth Africa-a natural for. -
money-laundering. The break-
downdﬂxemmmmbas
résolted in" a flood oismugg!ed
arms and drugs Plgels

| ALAN COREN - .

Ishalltal:e‘ﬂlembwhlchhas

lain beside me an the desk as T -

typed, and tweak its contents into

- iy waste-bin. Hajr today and gone
Page 18 .

- tomorrow

THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,748

..

ACROSS

1 Starfed riding on one’s high
horse? [6-2).

6 Father’s attempt lo make some
dough (6).

9 Comemplating time put into
peace-making (103

10 Part of register read oat {4},

11 Girl's equivaient of eleciric blue?
{8.4).

13 A fairy-tale beginning {4).

l‘lmSkingimhighpmiseatdm

17 He portrays people — to put it
another way, te paints (5).

18 Detective discovers for hat bish-
op'’s mislaid i)

20 A cold fish, the Iady's concealed
weakness (5,4).

23 Refase to give private place army
* Fmally provided {4}.

Sohution to Puzzlie No 20747
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24 Trousers for watercarriers (10).

25 Good lake, in the beginning, for
fish ().

26 Fair-weather form of address (8).

DOWN

zg;ljoysmimnmd[-'mdnn

3 Hero, for one, inierferes with
keroine in novel (9).

4 Baitleaxe of old once discarded by
fighting man (6).

§ Our prince speaks out — stast 1o
fisten intently (5.2.4.4).

6 Though useful it no looger.
g,akesthcpointmcwﬁln-mls

7 Shares, pamely, disreputable
type's underwritien (5).

8 Infiexible part of army didnt
advance as much (10).

12 Praved immocent in trial — hence
free (2.3.5).

15 Huant, after lots of chanpes, that
goes downhill fast (9).

16 Dogsled 1 upset, being put out of
position (8).

19 Flag of knights carried by peas-
ant (6}

21 Some blissfully distracted charac-
ters turn vp fo this {5).

22 Pegple with a hidden purpose ¢4).
Times Fwo Crossword. page 44
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. Jane__t;Bush says g Sharon Stone Gascoigne to join
- give the New Deal j submerges herself Middlesbrough in
a chanée o work in her new role time for Wembley PAGES
TODAY [ | P_AGE 21 - - PAGES 35-37 PAGES 3844 42 43
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Lord Blyth: £8 million press launch:

health and

.Advamagemd,

w:ﬂ:Ruyal&SmA.ﬂialmmeoft}nUK's

hﬁtmmﬁmu{m

hea.l&lndtmvelmsm‘amc

) - BY SUSAN EMMETT speuﬁany tarm n:gula.r CUStomers
whnhavenotbuughtmsumcebefore.
BOUIS.ﬂne streetc:henust.mtusdl ‘The , whose chief executive is

mswamemapartnm'slu

wl'uch

which was laxmched [ast

summer. It is expecting to sel] about 250000  em
policies in the first year, rising woone million
at the enid of ﬁve years. The- ‘company is

Lord Biyth. lsspmdmg £8 milion o
suppart the Inmch and soon will starr a

cash-plan schemes which will be linked to
NHS care. They include family health,
dental and accident cover. ‘The foar wavel
gjlstmuesdmnsm:!nugemfora&nu-
single trip, winter gap year Ira
Steve Ruossell, the managing director of
Boots, natural
extension ' of

© berome a fully-fledged financial service
provider or o enter banking. Itwuuldltbe

cover.”
The product range comprises five health

the move was a
the Boots brand and
that the company had no plans

said

Boo:s's entry into the £l billion market for
health and travel cover was welcomed by
Direct Line, the financial

provider which has
againstmeseﬂhgmedmdsusedbyuavel a morth
agents and tour operalors.
and tour operators industry holds 75
per cent of the travel insurance market.

Direct Line said: ~“Anything that helps
bireak the monopaly of tour operators and
travel agents in the travel insurance market
is good news for the consumer.”

sernus

been campaigning

. The mavel

Boots to la_unch off-the-shelf health insurance

oﬁa;lﬁpnvatc medical insurance either.
He “We wil] use Boots The Chemist's
retail skills fo position and seil the products
— literally selling them overthe-counter
and oﬂ'enng customers instany insurance

Bob Clark, the menager of Thomas Cook
travel insurance, said that any competitor
entering the market was a threat but that
uavelagmtsaresﬁﬂﬂ:ebs:placedmsell

insurance,

The Boots family medical cover provides
16 different benefits, ranging from help with
optical fees to prescription charges. It offers
two levels of cover, namely the Silver plan.
costing £8 a month, and & Gold plan, at £16

Dr Penny O'Nionms, a medical insurance
specialist, said: “The problemn with hospital
cash plans is that they tend to act like a
sponge or 2 Swiss cheese People tend to fall
in the gaps through ighoranoce,
thmthepla.n is going to offer fuller cover
than it does.”

believing

reduce

family |

stakein |

) Umted

By JasoN Nissi:

its 57 per cent sizke in

Hall,
father, Sir John Hall,
chib,

The ﬁm"s has leaméd

Halls to

THE Hall family is to cit - | {
Newcastle United follow--
ing the ‘fesipnafion of
TES-
obsu:-'

0ver price for

.. The whole thing is in danger
: of jarring to 2 halt.” '

" Ope analyst saic: “Granada
shareholders

. want to see the -
" Savoy situation resolved. Any-

thing close 1o £300 million
would bea_grearmult_ It
) wwldheiuuhshmloseltfur

>ressure on Granada
Savoy

InmrutmdxeSavoyhasgmwnwnhﬁempxwedmmssmlheamvﬂoIRammPajuu

Banks
fac(_e data

THE watchdog for data priva-
r:.y:smm te allegations

buikding soci-
a:esrounnelydmnpcunﬁdm
tial custorer information on
the sireets.

a.llqegthal

posed of so insensitively, and
that ke would have {o consider
an investigation.
If any of the banks or
building socieites are found o
hawve broken the Data Protec-
tion Act, they could face an
unlimited fine. However, the
waichdog is more likely to
impose an i notice,
aimed at ensuring there is no
recurrence of the incident.
The British Bankers® Associ-
ation said it would consult
members about the article, but
emphasised that ﬂs;ewmy ar-
rangements were the responsi-
bility of individual banks.
Lloyds TSB, one of the
banks mentioned, said it had
launched an jovest into
how such sensitive documents
had nor been shredded. It said:
“This is an isolated incident,
and we do not believe it is 2
widespread problem.”

‘Matalan founder fashions £178m cut at float

family’s influence SirTer- | Meditrust. Blackstone Group 3 i
ence FHarrison, the and “Patriot American his efforts were evident yester-
chairman, said cufting the. | tality leading the field. day as the group beat City
3y | siake was an option “It But the Savoy's controversial  forecasts 0 report a pretax
~ | would not be opposed by | two-tier share structure, which of £222 million, comp-
the board"be said. - famously: enabled the Wont- ared with a refurbishmens-hit
He was speaking is ners 10 keep the Forie fanmily at  Joss of £24.3 million in 1996
bay, is once again cansing was 54 per
. « Gerry Robinson, the cent higher at £24.3 million
9 Rel ﬂon Granada chairman, ispressing  from tarnover up 15 per cent at
i for his company’s 63 per eenit, - £10]1 million. Earnings before
; : _ which carriesjust 42 percentof  interest, tax and depredation
0 OIII' .1 '] the votes, to receive a higher —akey statistic for any bidder
busmessplan propartion of the — reached £29:4 miilion.
claiming that the trusis” ability Beating the £2) million pre-
to muster 50 per cent of the tax profit level triggers a one-
NewasdeUmted:evealed vores isnowindoubt. - - . off bonus payment to Mr -
an 80 per cent increase in- Sources the trusts Pajares of £150,000, while
pre-tax profits to £IL] mil- .are Jooking for a fivefold pre-  Alan Fort, finance director,
hmonmﬂles;xm mmﬁrﬂ]ﬂr Gnmda.ig j Hm'egurg-in per A
Ji 3 ings rose 3
L6p to 78p.a share and | said to have mooted a Ggure of ° share reached 633p (38.8p)
- there is an intertm divi- | no more than 2% times. At 2 while the dividend is 2lp
dend of 0.6p. " | sale of ahout £560 mil- (17.5p} per A share and 10.5p
Jo Dixon, the proups | lion, this would mean Granada (8.7p) per B share. The yield
. admitted | receiving about £295 million’ per room _from its
the results were flatiered | with £320 milfion f London botels, which include
the team's run in ihe | Mr Rohinson gets his way Claxidge’s and the Con-
Emropeanr Champions Asmrce::losemﬂ:emgma- naught.msefmmﬂﬂltoim
League and the fact that a
of the ieam’s home games
fell in the first hall -
The team is now peril-
ously dose o n:!egxtlm
ﬁ Premiesship but
has tgchedﬂn seamii- - BYSA_RAHCUNMNGHAM__ pany through rapid expansion
finals of the FA Cup. - RETAIL CORRESPONDENT _maxhassamrtgmwﬁ'umelgmm?s
“Freddy Fletcher, (e nfmﬂmommmym
chief executive, | JOHN HARGREAVES, chairman of ~ Customers out-olown stores
m'smtmyhowmﬁ -the Matalan discount dothing dub, join the club for £1 and are then
out of the top | is settomake around f]78 million for  entitled to buy brands suth as Ben
‘flight would - cost Timself and his .. when the Shel_'man.Wran_glermdLS:eCoapcr Day-to-day
Newcasile. “Relegation is company that he ed 13 years at discounted mand his
not part of our business ago is fioated in May, .. Mr moftbesluramand
plan”hesaid - © . |- Mr Hargreaves, 54, who began his  own 89 per cent
e 25 | career selling clothes firamn’a moarket planmretamaﬁSpﬂmntstaheafmr

ﬂoman!sm:eedlﬂdeamnﬂ.

Jason and Jamie. all work in the
business as buyers. Mr Hargreaves,
who lives near the company’s Skel-
mersdale headquarters, is head of the
buying department as well as execu-

tive chairman.

running of the busi-
ness is left to Angus Monro, chief ex-
ecutlve, who formerly worked for
Klngﬁsher came close to
buying Matalan in 1994, the year in
which the company last considered

flotation. Mr Momro and lan
Smith, finance director, between
themn have a 5 per cent stake.

Matalan is expected to be valued at
about £200 million. Up to 35 per cent
of the shares are to be placed with
institutional investars.

.The flotation looks unlikely to
clash with thar of another dothing
remafler, New Look, which had been
preparing o come ic market this
spring. Its imetable appears to have

slipped and the float, which was
attemnpted and shelved three years
ago is now not expected until later

New Look is likely 1o be

this year.
valued at about £250 million.
0 Ottaker’s,

the book chain, is join-
ing the stock market with a £30

mdhm price a8 on April 16. James
Heneage, the chain's founder, will
have a £3.9 million stake after selling
£600.000 of shares. The company is
raising £5.6 million to expand.
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Battle for
Midshires
descends
into farce

BY RICHARD MILES
BANKING CORRESPONDENT

THE battle for control of
Birmingham .- Midshires
threatened t descend into
farce yesterday after the build-
ing soclety said it cculd not
recommend an agreed £530
million offer from the Royal
Bank of Scotland.

Mike Jackson, chiefl execu-
tive of Midshires, said he no
longer believed the price was
“fzir and reaspnable™. As a
result, the society could not
publish its ransfer document
next month. and payouts to its
1.2 million members would be
delayed beyond the autumn.

However, the Midshires
board is prevented from open-
ing talks with Halifax, which
two weeks ago tabled a bid of
E780 million. because RBS
holds an exclusivity agree
ment until the end of the year.

Dr George Mathewson,
chief executive of RBS, said he
was disappointed at the rejec-
tion of the offer. He said:
“Over the nexi few weeks, we
will be considering. with our
advisers. our position under
our legal agreement with Bir-
mingham Midshires.”

A spokesman for Halifax
said: *This has rurned farcical.
We hope the Roya! Bank wili
allow the Birmingham Mid-
shires to talk to us. Our offer is
signficantly better for the soci-
ety’s members.”

Mr Jackson said the board
was unzble 10 recommend the
RBS offer in the circumstances.
“including the near 50 per cent
increase in the value of retail
banks since last August™.

Commentary. page 25
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exctllent condition. Lét our fricndly reatal
Compare prices! Rent Pentinm

& largest companies. Do you

specialists pssist you.
166 desktops from £74 p.w.,

(Hewlett Packand Diital comm'l'osln'ba,!-ﬁuusu&)ofdahops
necd euipment on a daily, weekly,

DAlLfToANNUAL COMPUTER RENTAL NEEDS?
CONSUI.T A HIRE INTELLIGENCE!

(P33 to P266 & Newservers), netebooks, princers, platters, scanners, projectors

monthly or anmal basis for braining, special projects, contract work, wravel,
mmmﬂnﬂmmmoﬁam? We provide same day delivery, Viros checked,

mmmmhmmmmmmmmmmmmm Our philosophy is to charge customers a fair price.

notebooks from £126 p.w. Our monthly rates are even cheaper.
TOP BRANDS AT LOW RATES.
1 - FAX 0171 _286 3866
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GTech in
‘candid’
Oflot

chief executive, accompa-
nied the GTech board of

chairman and chief execo-

GTech chairman. The trial

GTech, which faces damag-
ing acemsations gver its
business practices. GTech
has never been found
guilty of wrongdoing.
Yesterday's meeting will
be audal in helping Mr
Stoker to reach a decision
on whether GTech should

ticket sales — damaging
revenues fo good causes —
and the decision to force

Reaching a decision is
likely to take some weeks.
It appears likely that Mr

P&O steams ahead as
it reaches tagt early

million in 1997.

term strategy ahead of sched-

a final I7p despite a rise in

Lord Sterling indicated that
the company's tax charge
should fall after the abolition
of advance corporation tax.

The chairman sajd that the
P&) and Princess cruise
brands were benefiting from
the growing scale of the opera-
tion with £1.5 billion of ships

in the important second half

end of December. Profits from

halflossot’lfbnnlhonma
mnd haif profit of £IS

Property sales boosted
P&0Os resulis with an £80
million gain, the bulk of which
came from the sale of the
Manchester Amdale Cenire
for £315 million. P&O said it

Taylor Woodrow keen to grow

BY CHRISTINE BUCKLEY, mmmmucomrsmnm

DTI drlve

-on expor-ts
. comes.
under ﬁre

mesasures, zimed especially at’

past 18 months. Lord Clinton-
Davis, Minister for Trade,
said that the Government was .

“acutely aware” of the prob-

"lems presented to exporters
' m‘é'ssmg pound. but thatb%

would be counter-productive
to “manipulate with the level
of the currency™.

and-branch reform” of the

| export services provided by
the DTL including.increased |

Mr Alambritis ‘said: “The

biggest problem ‘that small |

Dav1es says rates

Glynwed to consrder
| metals divisions sale

pracessing division made profits of | BOSmﬂhmmmmover
dmznﬂhnmduvm[rmnmlnuﬂmnmandmﬂm

directors in their discus- Lord Sterling of Plaistow, of the year. sualler enmpanm including - |
sions with John Stoker. the | P&0O's chairman, -said the The company benefited a big new trade fair drive and {- respéctively in 1996. "I'hedrstﬁbtmmdmmmedpmﬁk
acting lotlery regulator. | company had achieved most from the akermath of the an Internet scrvwedes:gnedto_ ufalnlmrm.ag;mst ﬂéﬂmﬂﬁm
Bill OConnor, GTech’s | of the targets in #ts medium- Eurorunnel fire in November 1 provide exportleads, - -0 = vl S v Lt
1996 and the merger of its However, A.Iamhn—

Court rejects BCCI clalm

.. rémains outstanding against Ernst & Whinmey.
dmbymesmkofﬁ:glmmmrmmssmfsmmﬂm

raised serious questions | eamnings from 40.lpw53.1pa P&O Nedlioyd were down | fering any new help for

about the eﬁeﬁvu}ﬁs of mahhough the company &OE E}ﬁumillionbt: Esli)million e;sﬂ::dmlwxmmepm

Peter Davis, the former ill have further scope fo raise  in the full year but showed a of the pound, which has rigen .

regulator, in his vetting of | dividends in future. strong recovery from a firse .by more than 20 per centin the | DefellCC mStS Mal‘ley

" MARLEY has spent £

"Headline

be allowedﬂ]tu L}l{!imim.u! to | on Tglr:ler i buildin would mkﬁmadvam fu‘:z .a.ltri‘lﬂnru Aiaﬂx:lebnus pad:a?e!d that

operaie in the Remov- 5 i strong marx to = . i - was a

ing mﬁmm“ux gramine will lead 1o $ix new ther sales. Lord Sterling reported strong demand for cruises walmgt:dsran.manbusmus- Ta)’lor qlllts ‘W II Smlth
on to : . es wanted 10 se2 more “root-

- MARTIN TAYLOR. cmefmmveofnardays,hasmgned
from the board of W H Smith, the high sireet retajler. Mr -
Taylurhasbeena non-execirtive diractor iof Smiths since 1993.

GTech's removal could not investment in ‘the Export.) for the retailer said she “believed he had
be taken lighty. Credit Guarantee Department mgned because of the: pressure of work_ Jeremy Hardie,
and embassy country desks. . |. chairman of WH Spiith, said: “Martin has made a

" significant contritution to W H Smith-guiring his five years
onﬂ:ebua.rd. Helexvsmdmurd:anksandbstmshs

Stoker will decide that | TAYLOR WOODROW un- very bullish about housing. looked buoyant across the businesses face is not getting
GTech should remain part | derlined the building indus- Profits from all our housing company's markets. e land. paid abroad. There are too H tlll
of Camelot but he coukd | try'sgrowingconfidenceinthe businesses rose 24 per cent But he gave warning abhout The strong performance | many npagne-swigging - l.'lll g lmpl'OVCS
demand concessions aimed | housing market by saying it overall In the UK a lot of the  the likellhood of land ‘price from Taylors housing’ — | di on- country desks
at distancing GTech from | intends to seek acquisitions in ~ heat that we saw last year has  rises in the UK being fuelled which included a 44 per cent | who do not understand the I‘I—IEfallmm‘Ipncescuuldnotsmpasmgempmﬁtatht-
its fellow Camelol mem- | the sector. gone from the market and we by the Government’s initia- mcreasemnsCanadlanupeth difficulties exporters face.” ing. the oil services aind defence’ group, last year. ggdﬁ:ng
bers. GTech has 225 per Colin Parsons, chairman are confident that we will see  fives fo build new homes on ations — helped to drive up The DTT will back the new | profit before exceptional charges rose fram £44.4 in
cent of Camelot. The other | and chief executive, said Tay- growth in the future.” ity “brownfield sites~ — uverallpmﬁtsbprernentm with around -£5 mil- 7| 1996 to ES2.3 million. Pre-tax profit was £38.8 miition; up
consortium members may | lor, which eamns halfits profits The average price of Taylor ground that has previously £821 million. - lion in extra spendmg this. Eﬁsmﬂhunmlqgﬁ.whenl-hmnnghadmabsurb E‘!O.Smilhon
be obliged to buy out | from housing, would look at ‘Woodrow homes increased to  been developed. He said that A final dividend. of 3.25p a} year It is p to stage | excepticnal d:args.'[‘umnvermsez.'?pm-ceut‘to EL3 billion.
GTech, ining it as an | buying smaller companies E96,000 last year from £80.000  while the policy was welcome  share lifis the total to 45p | about 300 trade fairs and - per.share were' 13.7p (I54p . Afinal dividend of -
arms-length supplierofser- | worth between £30 milfion in the previcus year. Much of in principle housebuyers (3.75p). The final payment will | outward missions r  the’ .25p bepardmhlylgwmga?ﬁp(ﬁp}mfardieyur.
vices, Camelot had no com- | and £50 milljon in the UK and %mcr;ase was driven by ;:;ld notﬂnrrcc;dmlikecity bemnd%on.lulylasafomgn nmﬂ;nearﬁbn&nparedwuhﬁew—
ment yesterday. at expanding overseas ers choosing larger prop- tions ucing green- - income dividend. Eamings per | er the. past 12

: Mr Parsons said: “We are erty. MrParsonssmdhousmg field availability was likely to . shs.rewereh.Zp {12p). momths. - DO‘mtum fOl' VCI

PRE-TAXpmﬁtsaIVCI. thEmu;-g-rlnedlaw
ﬂmwaﬁnaldmdmdof
5.Spash:re.hfnngthemtajw79pasharefmn78p The
mmpmymuedapmﬁtswmungmnemhubhmmga

" {ell to £6.2 milliba‘in 1997
13.3p a share, down from

mm out-d-unn’tsetd&
mmtvﬂﬂmsm:.!lUSnvsIﬁardmedﬂmﬂlebuﬂdmgmam'-
lalsgmuphadmmnw.meﬂmpammmmmeﬂ.dmf
msought sa:dmewmpan]rbdrevedltwasmﬁlengm.hnhas

a private agréement to prevent Tunminy
bﬂlsMeyprbﬁtWeuplZpermtmEﬂ4nnﬂmmr199?
earnings rose 14-per cent to 10.7p. The shares added

3’zpm llZ'z_panithedemd lss4pﬁp),mﬂ:aﬁna13.3p.

tive officer. said the meet- | ule and he reported strong short sea crossing routes with . s, of the Federation of Small
ing with Offot had been | bookings for cruises in Europe  Stena. Businesses, = described . the
“candid and thorough™. and North America with the Lord Sterling suid that P&O measures — dubbed the “£99-- Tl-uihqmdamd theBankot’ Cmchtand Comercehuema

GTech's fitnesstoremain | new 109,00040rmte  Grand  and its pariner, Nedlloyd, had " — as coming. at the -). uomlmccnmrﬁeredasetbad:ymdaywhmﬂ:e}ﬁghm
part of Camelot is in doubt | Princess booked solid for the achieved the planned $200 “worst possible moment” and | “threw out an $300 milkion.{F470 million) damages claim against
after Richard Branson’s | enfire summer season. million (£120 million) in cost- offering only a “fool’s paradise” . Ernst & Whinney-{now Ernst & Younig), the forover BCCLaudit- - | .
High Court iibel win over P&Q is maintaining the savings from their container formummzswhueﬂw orThedmzﬂausmBOCIHddmgsﬂmbung}——meuf .
Guy Snawden, the former | dividend at30.5p a share with  shipping joint venture by the pound stays so strong. - - three BCCI halding rompenjes. Sme-$2.6. billion n claims.

The Government 1S Tiof, of- BCCI was shat -

Tunning up more lawyers™

were

downturn in the UK video-business for poor performance.
may nee to rlse mesmM@mmpmy.mmMm
‘highof 2652p.- -
- BY ALASDAIR-MURRAY, ECONOMICS ookltE.smNDENT
AR _ B e Norweb-Telecom venture
. VYN DAVIES, chief econ- = ary nmun_ee.s Gu
ROBECONY. EOLINGONY. RORENTON-V. Romnv omist of Goldman Sachs, yes- ' have raed interst rates fur- NORWES COMMUNICATIONS and Northern Telecoin are
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ANNUAL GENERALMEETING  j ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Ancilles) to rise because of the d . quarter-pointrisesithasmmade. | tional electricity: wires info the home. The two mdm
OF SHAREHOLDERS OF SHAREHOLDERS INFORMATIVE MEETING FOR mmcmmmrmc that the economy iscantinuing = since gaining independence | Ociober thaf they had solved the tectmical prol
tobe bebd an Thursday, 23nd April. | to be beld on Thrarsday, 23rd April, SHAREHOLDERS OF SHAREHOLDERS to grow above trend prompt- "Ieftl:l'leemnomymadanger— in sending digi damdompowermw:ﬂimnm
1998, ax Concerr ad Congress J”a_zConmndEongrs to be held on Thursday, Z3.d April, mb:hddeon:;;ﬂtbAprﬂ. ing “much more inflation*- ous position”, hesaid. . .-} - Today the companies will formaﬂyannmmﬂmgo-ahesdﬁor
"de Deelen®, erance b “de Doclen”, eatrance 1m_n9mnd_&w= 1998, 21 the offices than is currently apparent. - However, Mr Davies de- |: 2 Zﬂoo-homemmerua]tnalmtheNormwmofEngland
50, Romerdam. ar | Sch 50, Rotserdam, at de Doelen”, entrance Auillen N.V,, Kaya Wikson Papa Mr Davies, an informal fended the Chancelior’s recent
£9.30 hours. 1145 hoars. ey 50. Romzndam, x| Godees 24, Willausiad, Curaeany advisex to the Chanceflor. told ~ Budget, saying that it con-
:LGFNI_)A {\GENPA AGENDA mm‘“mm the Commons Treasury Select  tained the most severe fiscal Sh].eld getS tCSt bOOSt
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vehemently he incliried
nuﬁghtfcslrjr Toay ol
ications are that,

§

But the §

aﬂers:xweeksofgethngmhm'

Torgo e cpeety o
f&fg:mm
with a repolished Argos.
lundsw]smlghtalsu
t!'lﬂitheRqse.CVcnuldappeara
btfle tarnished if the embar-

s:ghtm%:[hnt of 570p. The
Wolfson hqsﬂ]ebem ]ﬁ;

when poor merchandising ruing the day he passed
allowed Tomp control of Newcastle Uni-
ahead. . ted 1o his son. Nepotism does not

But Rose does not need to strive well on the stock market
100 hard to defend the figures, nor the demise of was
the dismal record of on the cards before he and
diversification. Reinember Freddy suffered 2 case
" Chesterman, the lanshly cfloosetmgs the loose

- business that women of the Costa del Sol.

Though the knee jerk reaction

. of many investors to this scandal

will be to avoid foothall club
shares, there are many willing to
argue against this. They say |
the strong non-exectfive direc-
B B e
ayo —
did what strong non-executives
should do, and righted the
wrong. The trouble is that in-

faces quoted football clubs. They
are not like normal companies. If
the star striker breaks his leg. or
a key defender is sent off, or 2

linesman misses a clear offside
decision, this can add or subtract
millions from the value of the

2 handful of

the City thought Newcastle Uni-
ted was just such a club. They

were wrong.

embers of the Birm-

the building societies legislation.
RoyalBanl?dSmﬂa.rllﬁggreﬁ:s-
ing to enter an auction with
Hahfaxforthe ilege of tzking
Midshires

but. understandahly. it is not

r;epared io stand aside and
ve the way clear for its more
Ezlemus rival. The Birmingham
management, Wwho
hardly went into overdrive to
gq_:er through the RES offer, is
1o ignore the views of iis
members on their future.

A public company would have
had lo speed up the takeover
process, and, had Birmingham
Midshires been the
sarne rules, the RBS offer would
have been put to sharcholders
and, presumably, accepted with
some alacrity before beaming
Mike Blackburn, of the Halifax,
had come around the cormner.

Thase savers who would have
welcomed the RBS offer now face
the risk of the bank 2 the
way of the higher bidder until at
least the end of the year. By then,
the values attributed to financial
institutions may have fallen,
perhaps substantially. A fine
example of muruoality at work.

Room to manoeuvre

Newly installed as chairman of
the Arts Council, Gerry Robin-
son will appreciate the
theatricalities of the game of
brinksmanship now being
played out over the Savoy. But
since Granada wants out and the
Wontner family has at last
conceded the principle of selling
their shares, it be a

banker who could not negotiate a
dea]. The promise of a perma-

nent welcome at Clari for
ladmeuldbethedmﬁr

 group, a FTSE 100 stock, fell
59p to £22.7] as it revealed that ;
US sales of X-ray imaging o

expected
dec.lmemﬂleUSﬂusyur

made underlying

its of €78.9 miltion from sales of -
£568.1 million in the last nine
months of 1997. On top of the -

Nycomed hit
by fallmg
X-ray prlces

BrPavLDumMan = -

. malleny & Safety Assur-
- [!uf“
dla'l;lleseexpedad £ll4.5mil]mn_

from Nycomed, the Norwe- " of infegration
i -.EZZ.B-miIhmlmmﬂ:eQSA.

'm‘ll'mf

mergermomber

pre-tax loss of E61.9 million for
the nine-month period.

predax
9.1 per cent to £198.6 million
gghs:r.lesﬂgla;sm'rpa'mt
-at e
a_ similar .

basls.
.. said the strong pound id -
-"'havemt'pre-hrpruﬁlsm
"_mll]wn.lisugglsmd

. exchanges

* to £16 million this year.

: umandrsmmng.whmh
will cost 650 jobs, renmainied on.
track to produce £20 miltion of
annual savings by 2000.

declared a final dividend of
§7.5p a share. It did not pay an
interim_ Last year, Amersiam
paid a total of 22p a share. -

Takeover

‘Brunner

_ By CARL MORTISHED
SHARES in Brunner Mond,
the soda ash marmfactarer,
rose 15 per cent to 176p after
. the chemicals group revealed
that it was in talks that might
lead to a takeover.

!"__a'n'da

costs and the

left the witha

hﬂd:nmby

. FMC's interest it Brunner is
'ﬁmg'httobensu:slnma'hse
. — the UK company is 2 major

i
Amu:sharn

by EXS'
rates will cost itup

- Amersham - lias
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Invan: Malcolm Walker, chatrman and chief executive of food retailer Iceland

Iceland delivers new sales

BY SARAH CUNNINGHAM
EVIDENCE that Iceland’s
I - i

Prc-tax profit before
in the year to { peai

Like-fordike sales in the
first Tl weeks of the year were
up 16 per cent, compared to 2
7.4 per cent rise in the second
h:lfmymgﬁslzhmdnsad
[} i al 196Lp.
s‘l:flalmhanlkendnnmn

the high level of growth
not sustainable but said that
home delivery, which is pow
available in all its stores, had
boosted enstomers’ average
spend from £6.90 to abont £5
The company plans to use its
new defivery nfrastructure to

last year.

was
service.

year of 54p.

develop a2 home shopping

Fully diluted earnings per
share were 10.98p, down from
12.23p. The final dividend has
been maintained at i
ing an unchanged total

pany in the early 1990s.

interactive
and had

Flextech's chairman.
giv-

The losses are to be funded
entirely by Flexech and
overshadowed the news that
Flextech had finally recorded
operating profits for the first
time since it was transformed
from an oil to a media com-

Yesterday the company also
said it would set up a new

g channel,
to be called TV Travel Shop,
nieractive
broadcasting trials with BT.

Shares in Flextech rose 29p
to 535p, bringing its rnarket
val:l:l'l to ;ﬁ.ﬂy £800 million.

o Adam Singer.”
boasted -

thai the group’s net operating
the | profits were £10 million for the
year to December 3. pre-tax

Flextech and BBC
venture loses £19m

By CHRIS AYRES

UKTYV, the joint venture be-
tween Flextech and the BBC,
has lost a total of £19.2 million
since it was created in March

12.76p to 3.49p

nels for its digital service.

losses after exceptionals were
£62 million, compared with
£14.2 million for the previous

year.

The company revealed that
it had spent £7.4 million
relaunching and rebranding
its channels — which include
Bravo, UK Gold and Discov-
ery — while turnower in-
creased by 54 per cent from
£65.2 million to £100.6 million.
Losses per share fell from

Mr Singer said Flextech was
happy with the performance
of Scottish Media Group, in
which it has a 19 per cent
stake, and that it was not yet
interested in a sale. He also
confirmed that the company
was still in talks with BSkyB,
the satellite operator, over a
possible deal 1o provide chan-
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B P R New York (midday) 15 )
BRE SU <ok Market Writer . e . | _
k- Sl of the Y Tokyo: : e : A
. ear : Nikkel AVerage .. les0638 -z62aq || - C t l e I o
y | G - ruise contro B G
Hang Seag ——.— . NSHSAISLIG SN A
u 0 O det tlon Amsterdam: P&Odeservscmdrtfora tlmndmngrewv-_ eent_paannumgamsfersmzoyurs su]l. _ JiEsie T
ec hﬂum....—--—-..—_:muw.m. ery in profits. A large portion of the pretax _P&O rawe of investrherit must give pause for |\’ el
Sydpey: *'N asin roust be ammbuted to the sale of  thought The company has. £15.billion of- [ e e
AD L EPA G127): _Ma.ndleslﬂr’sAmdaleCmtre.aone-oﬁﬁlhp cruise ships on order, in:-anticipation’ of ). N l,:-_':‘ -t
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e DAX e . SO2B24 45692 €iceptional PmPﬂUBmFems.mo,ha\e_-Mthedxmmesmpmgnﬂﬁonor RN
. enon | el o o e s e e | L
SHIELD DIAs EEET : e i 1a : can a year of slow boakings. J|.. .-
rmymugyn?hﬂm ; . i Allied Textiles p n 164054 £-1990), L:P&hg':erﬂ'lelus. no, one, will -quibble. with - | The cruise business relies on the prosperityof fi - A -
for City investors. After sharesnu:mngalossufzspa: mllssels e Ir operating profit growth, which was _ retired people; a sustained bear market cootd ). . Ty
months of speculation, scien- 156% p. But the company was ol - IO 1181 wehﬁdoubledlglts 'Ihecrmseurderbook hawadﬂelmpaﬂunbouhqgsforamm |2 -
tists have concluded that the quick 1o reassure sharsholders Paris: . EP&O g more than just healthy. - the Caribbean. - : -f_,e.- .
groups Activated Factor 12 that it was evaluating various CACA0 e TS (58Al) s 's investment in cruise shlps is ﬂle. . -Such_ worres: are pmbably mprgthan a | EsT
can detect heart disease early options to enhance value. Zurich: - : ngmf‘ its crown, producing strong profits ~ year away. In the meantime, recovery should - | 57T - "
on from a simple blood test _News of a bid approach SKA G oo 15030 G160} D in a market that appears to be.. continue and P&O.is still at & discount to the S f-ﬂ;;:" .
Confirmation that the pro- lited Brugmer Mond. the | London Overﬁszl:g mfsiweatanamao:dmary rate. .market at 'less than 17 times earnings.But §f -- i:‘._ﬁ: S
cess does work has been former ICI soda ash unit, 23p | FT20 oo 37967 2260 &emmm the ruiise marketin_ investors who-think it deserves more than-a |- . | 07 -
eagerly awaited in the Square to 176%2p. The group was the | FISE 10 cwn——.- S3B3T 367 || and the growing at 1S per cent -per mukﬂratmg should laakagam atthoseb!g : |
Mile and the shares respond- subject of 2 management buy- mﬁ“""""‘""‘“"‘,’;‘i‘"”' annum USmarkethasclannedgper ) slnps - i IR "lf‘ﬁ*‘ .
ed with a jump of Z5p at 645p. out tn 199] and was floated T | FTSE Eump 19— w652 6230 — : SN B T e *
after touching 662%p. 1996 at 175p. FTSE AIFSDATE — oo 27985 (+LRIY) : A = A . i
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